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The Finest
In Estate
and
Antique Jewelry
Come in and browse

Luecke Jewelers

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway
The highest quality
repair and complete
customer satisfaction!!!
We have the experience,
skill and facilities to return
your vehicle
back to showroom
NEW condition
FREE LOANER CAR

Historic Square

Downtown Monroe • 608-325-2600
Downtown Freeport

When you need
body work
call us first

608-897-8447

10 E. Main Street • 815-233-0013

bodycraftersautobody@gmail.com

Celebrating 100 Years

402146

Proudly serving Brodhead and
the stateline area since 1986

402144

Your Trusted Family Jeweler Since 1921

We have one goal at

New, Custom Hardwood Floors Installed, Sanded & Finished
Custom Sanding of Old Floors

ull Hardwood Flooring
Hardwood Flooring Specialists for Over 40 Years
Family Owned & Operated

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Real 3/4” hardwood flooring, not a thin laminate.
• Custom sanding and finishing of old floors.

Covering Brodhead and the surrounding areas

423753

Call for free estimates at 608-558-6570, 608-558-1960 or 608-214-6570
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Alp & Dell Cheese Store: A
must visit in the Midwest

The Maple Leaf Cheese Store has been in the current location at W2616 State
Road 11 and 81 STE C, in Juda, Wis. since 1995.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Fall Fun Guide

Maple Leaf Cheese Store
offers 150 cheeses from Wisconsin

The Maple Leaf Cheese Store has been
in the current location at W2616 State
Road 11 and 81 STE C, in Juda, Wis. since
1995.
Owners Gordon and Ruth Bergemann,
along with their daughter Shauna, take
pride in the quality and selection of local
products.
At the store you’ll find more than 150
different varieties of cheese - cut and
packed fresh every week. We sell cheese
from eight of the factories in Green
County, Wis. along with other local
goodies like fudge and maple syrup.
Don’t forget to stop by on every
Thursday for fresh squeaky cheese curds.
We also specialize in the best Cheese

Trays around with fresh local cheese
and sausage. Our wonderful staff can
personalize them for any occasion.
Our family owned business is proud to
work with the local cheesemakers in the
area to provide a wide selection for our
customers.
We are back open to serve all of our
wonderful customers. Our customers and
employees mean the world to us, so please
help us maintain social distancing when
in the store, and limit your party size to
less then 5. Our staff sanitizes high traffic
areas often, and we have some other
precautionary measures in place.
We will still have curb-side pickup
available, as well as local delivery.

Tony and Esther Zgraggen, owners of
the Alp and Dell Cheese Store, immigrated
in the 1980’s to the United States from
Switzerland. At that time they had a Dairy
farm and for 5 years took cheese to the
farmers market in Madison. After being
absent from the Dairy industry for several
years, they found the way back to the
“cheese” with the purchase of the Alp and
Dell Cheese Store in April 2009.
The Alp and Dell Cheese Store is
located in Green County, the Heart of
Wisconsin’s Dairy and Cheese Industry.
Green County has about 400 Dairy farms
producing 530 million pounds of milk

annually. In the remaining 13 Cheese
factories in Green County, many master
cheesemakers are busy turning this farm
fresh product into Green County Gold.
The Alp and Dell Cheese store is a
leader in quality, selection and price. Along
with the local cheeses, Alp & Dell offers
a nice selection of well known imported
cheese from Europe. A well balanced
selection of wines from throughout the
world and some locally brewed beers
round out our assortment. The Midwest
magazine picked the Alp and Dell cheese
store as one of the “must visit places” in
the Midwest in 2011.

Alp & Dell Cheese Store is located at 657 2nd St, Monroe, Wis. For
more information call 608-328-3355.
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FALL FUN FACTS: WHEN DO FALL LEAVES CHANGE COLOR
Leaves can change their color from as
early as late September all the way through
early November. Typically the second and
third week of October are the peak times,
but it shifts depending on where you live.
Foliage starts to change in the northerntier states out West and in the Midwest by
late September; by Oct. 4, the leaves in

STOCK PHOTO Fall Fun Guide

some areas will be best their prime.
Much of New England as well as the
Pacific Northwest will be at or near peak
fall color by Oct. 11.
A little further south in the Blue Ridge
Mountains, it looks like mid-October is
your best bet.
Where do the fall
leaves change color?
Here are some of the best places to see
fall foliage in the United States. Perhaps
some of these destinations are near you!
We welcome your tips on other great
places to see fall’s colors.
Acadia National Park, Maine
Ozark National Forest in Arkansas
Massapequa Reserve, upstate New York
Traverse City, Michigan
Black Hills, South Dakota
Blue Ridge Parkway, Virginia and
North Carolina
Kancamagus Highway, New Hampshire
Pere Marquette State Park, Illinois
Skyline Drive .Blue Ridge
Mountains, Virgina
Jackson, Wyoming
Connecticut River Valley,
S.E. Connecticut
Logan Canyon Scenic Byway, Utah
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Ohio
Buckhorn Lake State Park, Kentucky
Vogel State Park and Chattahoochee

National Forest, Georgia
What is fall foliage?
“Foliage” simply refers to the leaves of
a tree or plant. “Fall,” of course, refers to
the Autumnal Equinox when the day length
shortens (marking toward the shortest day
of the year: the Winter Solstice_.
“Fall foliage” is the time when the
leaves start changing colors from green to
beautiful shades of red, orange and yellow.
However, here are a couple surprises:
Those vivid leave colors are actually
hidden underneath the green all along! As
sunlight decreases and cold increases, tree
growth slows and and the production of
green chlorophyll in their leaves begins to
slow, revealing fall leaves’ brilliant yellow,
orange, and red.
Not all tree leaves change color. It’s
“deciduous trees” (oak, birch, beech) with
broadleaves that show off those gorgeous
reds, yellows, oranges, and even purples.
How weather affects leaf color
Another important part of leaf-peeping
is knowing the right time to go! For the
best experience, not only should leaves
be near their peak colors, but the weather
should be agreeable, too.
Avoid rainy, windy days, when the
leaves (and you) will be soggy. Strong
wind in late fall can even result in

prematurely bare trees, so keep that in
mind while planning.
Some say that a lightly overcast day
actually improves the colors of the leaves,
making them pop against the somber skies.
Others prefer to bask in
autumn’s brilliance under blue skies and
full sun—and we can’t say we blame them!
Now you’re ready to get out there and
enjoy the fall colors. Leave your own leafpeeping tips in the comments!
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20th Anniversary
Membership Special!

is surrounded by a bike
wanders through prairie,
nd oaks on the north end
etic fields on the south. It
is courts,
lighted basketball
Unlimited
golf for three years
for only
$49 per year.
ghted baseball
diamonds,
elds, sand volleyball courts,
oe pits, playgrounds, a skate
plash park and a boardwalk.
: Oregon Trail Road
815-732-3101
oregonpark.org/park-west
plash Canyon Spray Park
rie Side Skate Park have
hours; check the website
head

Available for a very
limited amount of time.

$

49

Henry School

*

The 1878 school is on the Galena
Trail, where Abraham Lincoln
walked during the Black Hawk War
in 1832. It features displays about
the war and a World War II hemp
mill.
Address: State Route 26, south of
Polo
Phone: 815-946-4142
Hours: Wednesday afternoons,
April through October, and by appointment
Online: polohistorical.org/properties

per year

(plus $10/year admin fee)

CALL US TODAY! (815) 544-1935

ash Home/
ounty
cal Museum

1878 in Midwestern prairie
ture, the Nash Home and
, which opened in 1962,
y was home to Chester
d his family. His daughter,
ught school from 1891 to
sh School, now Nash Recrenter, was named after her.
eum offers artifacts from
he county — some from the
settlers.
: 111 N. Sixth St.
815-732-7545
oglecountyhistoricalsocior find The Ogle County
al Society on Facebook
a.m.-noon Thursday and
Sunday, May through Sepselect Saturdays (May 26,
Sept. 1, Oct. 6, and Nov. 24)
pointment
on: By donation

5750 Woodstock Rd.
Poplar Grove, IL

www.golfthepointe.com
Alex T. Paschal/apaschal@shawmedia.com

is unlimited
Golfers andMembership
guests can watch
the virtual action from the indoor viewing areas
green
fees
for
3 years. or they can grab a seat outside to keep
right off of the driving bays at PrairieFire,
an eye on the action. Customers can also grab a drink or a bite to eat, and watch
Share this offer with
players’ progress on screens. See the listing on page 47 for more information.
your golfing friends.

Visitors will see period clothing

*Unlimited golf 7 days
and hats, exhibits of churches and
per week.
schools, and Underground Railroad

NO CATCH!

Polo History Museum

exhibits.
Address: 123 N. Franklin Ave.
Phone: 815-946-4142
Online: polohistorical.org/properties
Hours: By appointment
Admission: By donation

Just great golf at a
great price.

Buffalo Grove Lime Kiln

The building, a gift to the Polo
Historical Society from Shaw
Printing Co., houses vintage printing machines along with military
memorabilia, surveying tools used
to plot the Galena Trail in 1833, historic agricultural tools, and many
other artifacts.
Address: 113 N. Franklin Ave.
Phone: 815-946-4142
Online: polohistorical.org/
Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, and by appointment

its kind in Polo, belonged to the
town’s first doctor, W W. Burns.
Today, it is the office of Blackhawk
Waterways Convention and Visitors
The German Society of Rockford will host Oktoberfest in Loves Park, Ill. on Oct 1, 2022. The
Bureau.
annual festival features German food and beer, chicken dance, Miss Oktoberfest contest, bier
Address:
Franklin
barrel201
race,N.
running
of the Ave.
wieners, yodeling contest and barmaid stein race. Menu options
include
potato pancakes, bratwurst, schnitzel, sauerkraut and more. Advance two-day entry
Phone:
815-946-4142
tickets are $14. Gate tickets are $10 per day.1918
VIP partyStandard
tickets available. ItOil
will be located at
Online: polohistorical.org/properLoves Park City Hall in Loves Park, Ill.
424357
Filling
GERMAN SCOIETY OF ROCKOFRD
PHOTO Fall Station
Fun Guide
ties and visitnorthwestillinois.com/
This is the very first gasoline
what-to-do/history-and-heritage/
filling station in Rochelle and the
burns-house.html
first filling station built along the
Hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. MondayLincoln Highway in Illinois. It has
Friday
been restored to its original design,
Campbell Law Office
including the canopy over the
Judge Campbell was Polo’s first
pumps and the 1918 equipment.
mayor; his office was built in 1875
Filling station memorabilia is on
from blue limestone hauled by wagdisplay inside.
on from the quarry west of town. It
Address: 500 Lincoln Ave.
now is a private law office.
Phone: 815-561-2084
Address: 111 N. Franklin Ave.
Online: enjoyrochelle.com/onlinePhone: 815-946-4142
directory/what-to-do/historyOnline: polohistorical.org/properattractions/1918-standard-oil-fillingties
station
Hours: By appointment
Hours: By appointment

Oktoberfest

ROCHELLE

The kiln, constructed
in 1870 Natural
of naJarrett Prairie
Center
History Museum
tive limestone quarried on site, is one
7993
North
Road, Byron, IL
of two
old lime kilns River
in Illinois on the

O

ton House

3 home belonged to Zenas
n, a Civil War soldier who
Polo. Abraham Lincoln
nights in the house in 1856.

National Register of Historic Places.
It is a wood-burning perpetual kiln,
or draw-down kiln, which meant it
had to be continuously fired. It operated until the early 1900s.
Address: Galena Trail Road
Phone: 815-946-4142
Online: polohistorical.org/properties

Burns House

This 1854 brick home, the first of

Jarrett Prairie Center Natural History Museum
7993 free
North activities:
River Road, Byron, IL
Enjoy these

4,000
square feet of new and interactive exhibits
y Explore
these free
activities:

e Enjoy
4,000 square
feet ofin
new
and
interactive exhibits
showings
our
immersive
indoor

theater designed to educate

showings in our immersive indoor theater designed to educate
visitors on prairie ecology
ors on prairie ecology
n your
own farm
our plow
exhibit
Design
youratown
farm
at our plow exhibit
n the season at our prairie overlook area

Take in the season at our prairie overlook area
www.byronforestpreserve.com
• 815-234-8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com
• 815-234-8535

401787
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Heritage Farm: An early
country experience
In 1843, Charlie Wilbur and his family
came from New York and settled across
the river from Byron, Ill. The farm, which
is now called Heritage Farm, remained in
the Wilbur family for five generations.
The Byron Forest Preserve has
restored the farm buildings, so that future
generations can discover what early
country life was about. You can enjoy a
free self-guided tour through the grout
house. Take a peek in the barns at the local
“residents.” A small fee may be charged
for guided tours.
School field trips and group tours are
encouraged. Children and adults can learn
how to make cornbread over the fire and
“churn” their own butter for it. Yum! When
in season, groups learn about maple syrup
and honey production and bottling too.
Heritage Farm is located at the Byron
Forest Presreve, 8059 North River Road,
Byron, Ill.
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Weiskopf Observatory

The J. Weiskopf Observatory, with its 11” Celestron
reflecting telescope, is available for public viewing
and special programs. During the weekly FREE public
viewing sessions, experienced staff will guide you
through the night skies. Visitors will see the planets,
the moon, and fainter objects in the sky. Special
events and programs are offered as amazing events
take place in our skies like meteor showers, solar and
lunar eclipses, and when a planet is easily visible. For
viewing conditions please call 815-234-8535 ext. 216. at
Weiskopf Observatory in the Byron Forest Preserve.

Museum hours
Open daily (April 1 – Oct. 31)
Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday 2 to 6 p.m.
Please call 815-234-8535 x217 to setup a
tour.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Fall Fun Guide

Jarrett Prairie Center Museum features exhibits, other amenities

above: Visit the Jarrett Prairie Center
Museum that boasts amazing views
of the Jarrett Prairie Nature Preserve
along with more than 4,000 square
feet of exhibits and hands-on learning
opportunities for visitors of all ages.
right: Visitors can take a step out on the
2,600 square-foot wrap-around outdoor
observation deck to take a look at the
scenery for miles as the Jarrett Prairie
Center is located on the third highest
point in Ogle County. The deck also
enhances the already unique space for
those who rent the facilities for family
gatherings, weddings, and other social
and corporate events.
BYRON FOREST PRESERVE PHOTOS Fall Fun Guide

Visit the Jarrett Prairie Center Museum
that boasts amazing views of the Jarrett
Prairie Nature Preserve along with more
than 4,000 square feet of exhibits and
hands-on learning opportunities for visitors
of all ages.
There are several large natural history
and historical dioramas, fossil exhibits,
prairie restoration information, an
interactive prairie agriculture exhibit that
allows visitors to design their own farm,
and some live exhibits including box
turtles, a fox snake, and honey bees.
Visitors can relax in the Byron Bank
Immersive Theater while learning about
local prairie ecology. The ever popular
Wolf Den bur oak tree exhibit is located
in the theater for all of the little ones to
enjoy climbing in and out and through,
finding what may live inside our bur oak
trees!
Visitors can take a step out on the
2,600 square-foot wrap-around outdoor
observation deck to take a look at the
scenery for miles as the Jarrett Prairie
Center is located on the third highest point
in Ogle County.
The deck also enhances the already
unique space for those who rent the
facilities for family gatherings, weddings,
and other social and corporate events. Also
available for rental groups is a state-of-theart kitchen area sponsored by Prairie Forge
Group of St. Charles, Ill. who served as
architects for the 2016 museum renovation
project. OSF Medical Group was also a
generous sponsor of the renovation.
Jarrett Prairie Center is located at 7993

North River Road, Byron, Ill.

Hours

Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Hours may vary due to private rentals.
For more information call 815-234-8535
x200.
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Visit Our
Website For
Dynamic
Pricing

Come
enjoy our
course!

KRUEGER HASKELL GOLF COURSE

379524

KRUEGER HASKELL GOLF COURSE

BELOIT, WISCONSIN

1611 Hackett St., Beloit, WI
608-362-6503 • www.kruegerhaskellgolf.com
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK • Follow us on Twitter

We carry over 150 different types
of cheese from many of the local,
award winning factories!
Maple Leaf
Cheese Store
Juda, WI

• Cheese Trays Made To Order
• Cedar Crest Ice Cream
• Fresh Curds Every Thursday
• Local Sausage
• Gift Boxes For Any Occasion
• Souvenirs And Gifts

SHIPPING TO ALL 50 STATES
Visit us at:

W2616 Hwy. 11/81
(Next to the Juda Oasis)

608-934-1237
mapleleafcheesestore@gmail.com
Order online:
mapleleafcheesestore.com
403255

108 Allen St., Clinton, WI • 608-676-1149
boxcarspubandgrub.com

** Join us for **

• Wednesday & Friday Fish Fry •
• Daily Specials •

Friday Meat Raffle

Troops on parade at Camp Grant during World War I.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Fall Fun Guide

Telling the Story of
Rockford’s Camp Grant
Midway Village Museum is
developing a new permanent exhibit to
tell the story of Rockford’s Camp Grant,
and we have launched a new effort to
collect artifacts and stories to support the
future exhibit.
Community members - or former
community members - who have family
stories or artifacts are encouraged to add
them to our Camp Grant collection.
Central to the museum’s mission
to collect, preserve, and interpret the
history of the Rockford region is to
comprehensively tell the story of Camp
Grant.
As the U.S. entered World War I in
1917, Rockford community leaders
successfully campaigned the federal
government to build an Army Infantry
Training Camp on the land where today’s
Chicago-Rockford International Airport
now operates.
During World War I, tens of thousands
of recruits trained at Camp Grant, and
thousands more were discharged through
the camp.
Particularly notable was the arrival
of 6,000 African American soldiers,
a dramatic demographic shift for a
community with only 200 black residents

before the war.
The camp had simulated trenches for
training, medical facilities, recreation
buildings, and hundreds of barracks.
Camp Grant soon became a significant
driver of the city’s growth, as new roads
and public services were developed and
hundreds of buildings were built with
local labor and supplies.
The onset of World War II saw a
dramatic expansion of Camp Grant,
during which 300,000 soldiers came
through its gates. Camp Grant also
became a center for the training of
medical personnel and the housing of
prisoners of war. It served as a rallying
point for local war efforts, a source of
job growth and economic development,
and forever changed the demographics of
the community’s population.
The Camp Grant exhibit will become
part of Midway Village Museum’s
permanent exhibit space, and will use a
timeline-based approach with artifacts
and stories to vividly recount the history
of the camp.
Midway Village Museum is located
at 6799 Guilford Road in Rockford, Ill.
Fore mor information, call 815-3979112.

657 2nd St., Monroe, WI

5 p.m • Double Bubble 4-6 p.m.

(Near Intersection
Hwy 11/81 & AmericInn)

Chef’s Choice every Sat. night
Open Monday - Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm

!!! FOOTBALL SUNDAYS !!!

www.alpanddellcheese.com

608-328-3355

Check out our Comedy Shows
& Nashville singer/songwriter!
In Town Delivery

OVER 150 SPECIALTY CHEESES,
PLUS WINE AND BEER FOR SALE

Gift Certificates Available

LET US SUGGEST THE PERFECT PAIRING!

424018
423754

One of the best places to visit in Wisconsin
#1 Cheese Store in Green County

Located in the Emmi Roth Creamery
The Makers of World Champion Cheese
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Visit the Burpee Museum of Natural History in Rockford
Located at 737 N. Main St. Rockford,
Burpee Museum has four floors of modern
exhibits. Exhibits are specimen based,
with strong interactive and educational
components.
The first floor is dedicated to
paleontology; take a walk through time as
your visit exhibits chronicling key times in
earth’s history.
The Geoscience exhibit is located on the
second floor, where rocks and minerals,
fluorescent minerals, and the geology of
the region can be found.
Third floor exhibits include the
Windows to Wilderness exhibit on Rock
River Valley biology and the First People
exhibit which introduces visitors to
different Native American cultures.
Located in the lower level is the Dean
Olson Viewing lab where fossil and
biological specimens are prepared for
exhibit.
Jane: Diary of a Dinosaur
Jane is on display as the centerpiece
of an exhibit at Burpee Museum. Jane:
Diary of a Dinosaur. Come discover what
happened during the 66 million years she
lay buried, visit the expedition’s Montana
base camp, and view Jane’s fully restored
21-foot skeleton.
Carboniferous Coal Forest
State-of-the-art technology is combined
to create a two-story tall prehistoric coal
forest. Thrill to the thunder and lightning
of a sudden tropical rainstorm as you
explore our local landscape, insects and
amphibians as they existed 300 million
years ago.
The Ordovician Sea
What did Rockford look like millions of
years ago? Here’s a hint: you’d need your
bathing suit! Discover the ancient sea that
covered this region and see fossils of the

stories, and watch a Pow Wow.
Windows to Wilderness
Focusing on the wildlife of the Rock
River Valley, Windows to Wilderness
offers a fun, interactive approach to the
world around us. Prepare yourself to look
at our environment through a new set of
eyes as you explore this hands-on exhibit,
encounter live animals and re-discover
your own habitat!
Dean Olson Viewing Lab
The Dean and Nancy Olson Specimen
Viewing Lab is a window into how
the Museum works. Located on the
lower level, the viewing area’s large
glass windows reveal the biology and
paleontology laboratories where specimens
are prepared for the Museum’s collections
and exhibits. Homer, the sub-adult
Triceratops is found in and just outside
the lab. Burpee Museum maintains more
than 60 thousand items in its permanent
collection!

formations, and more.

Museum Admission
General Admission: Adults $12;
Children (ages 3–12) $10 Children 3 and
under: FREE; Members: FREE
Donation Day*: Tuesday (*Additional
fees may apply for temporary and traveling
exhibits.)
Contact the museum for more
information at 815-965-3433 or 815--4897970.

The First People
Your trip through time continues
with the history of humankind in North
America. The First People features a fullsize wigwam and tipi, an American Bison,
and a dugout canoe that you can climb
into! Make sure to visit the video kiosk
on your way out to learn what it’s like to
live in a wigwam, hear Native American

General public hours
Monday-Sunday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Accessibility: Burpee Museum has four
floors of accessible exhibits. Visitors
using wheelchairs or strollers may be
dropped off at the Main Entrance, with free
handicapped parking nearby. Wheelchairs
are available free of charge; ask at the front
desk inside the lobby.

Jane is on display as the centerpiece of a exhibit at Burpee Museum. Jane: Diary of a Dinosaur.
Come discover what happened during the 66 million years she lay buried, visit the expedition’s
Montana base camp, and view Jane’s fully restored 21-foot skeleton.
BURPEE MUSEUM PHOTO Fall Fun Guide

critters who called it home long before we
did.
Geoscience
Visit the second level to learn how our
earth was formed and the forces still at
work shaping our planet. Included are
exhibits on economic, world and regional
geology. See extraordinary displays of
unusual rocks, gems, and minerals; and
information on plate tectonics, land

ROCKFORD’S DISCOVERY CENTER OFFERS FAMILY FUN
Bubble Festival
Tickets Required
Sept. 10, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 10: Bubble Festival
Shows: 10 a.m. - Preschool/11 a.m. Preschool /1 p.m. - STEM/2 p.m - STEM/$3
Members; $5 Public (Museum admission
extra); free to children ages 1 and younger.
Bubble-celebrity Ben Jimenez combines
art, science and a touch of magic in his live
performances.
Enjoy Ben’s 30-minute show and
afterward pop outside to the Bubble-Palooza
Playground (weather permitting) to devise
your own brilliant bubbly tricks as you test
your soapy skills with bubble activities for
the whole family. Morning shows are geared
toward preschoolers, with more science
content in the afternoon shows.
Grandparents Day
Sept. 11, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Celebrate and honor grandma and grandpa
on their special day. Roll up your sleeves
and get to work creating a keepsake in our
Art Studio your grandparents will adore. $10
Public; FREE Grandparent with each paid
grandchild; Members and children ages 1
and younger are free.
Astronomy Day
Sept. 25, Noon to 4 p.m.
Science is looking up as Discovery Center

Sponsored by Aetna and a grant from the
Illinois Arts Council Agency.

Used jack-o-lanterns will become parking
lot projectiles when catapulted from our
giant trebuchet built with a 400-pound
counterweight on Nov. 6 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Rockford Discovery Center.
DISCOVERY CENTER PHOTO Fall Fun Guide

celebrates National Astronomy Day. Enjoy a
free planetarium show, design a Mars rover,
create Moon art, learn about telescopes
with members of the Rockford Amateur
Astronomers Club, and enjoy spacerelated demonstrations as well as a short
presentation by local NASA ambassador
“Space Case Sarah” as she discusses NASA’s
plans to send humans to the Moon and
Mars. You can even take home free stickers,
tattoos, posters and more courtesy of NASA
(while supplies last). Included with museum
admission: $10 Public; Free for Members
and all children ages one and younger.

Junior Scientists
Oct. 8, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math take center stage at Discovery Center
on this day devoted to connecting the next
generation of potential and aspiring scientists
to the science and stories of local STEM
professionals. Solve STEM challenges,
enjoy science demonstrations, and catch a
planetarium show on this day devoted to
inspiring young people to consider where
their curiosities might take them. Activities
included with museum admission. $10
Public; Free for Members and all children
ages one and younger. Sponsored by Thermo
Fisher Scientific and a grant from the Illinois
Arts Council Agency.
Spooky Science
Oct. 28, 6 to 9 p.m.
At Discovery Center Museum Categories:
Special Events
Come in dressed in your Halloween best
for this not-so-scary day of spooktacular
high-jinks at Discovery Center. Explore the
museum and follow the map to find goodies
galore from one exhibit to the next.
Concoct gooey, glowing, globs of slime,
create themed make-and-take projects, and
engage in science activities that look like

mystifying magic.
It will be skele-tons of fun. Don’t forget,
all you daddies and mummies, you can
come dressed up too. Sponsored by Aetna
and Sjostrom & Sons and a grant from the
Illinois Arts Council Agency. $11 Public;
$3 Members; free to children ages 1 and
younger.
Smashing Pumpkins
Nov. 6, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bring your jack-o-lantern for pumpkinsmashing hijinks at Discovery Center.
Explore ways to launch, crack, split and
smash your pumpkin using the power of
simple machine science like levers and
pulleys.
Used jack-o-lanterns will become parking
lot projectiles when catapulted from our
giant trebuchet built with a 400-pound
counterweight.
When the launching ends, pumpkin pieces
will be collected and fed to local livestock.
For extra fun, build your own mini
catapult, play pumpkin games and craft fall
creations. Dress for the weather since we’ll
be outside.
Discovery Center Museum is located at the
Riverfront Museum Park, 711 N. Main St.,
Rockford. For more information, call 815963-6769. Admission: Museum + outdoor
activities $10/person and free to Members and
all children ages 1 and younger.
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