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The 2021 Lilac Queen
Emmie Sathy was named Lombard’s 2021 Lilac Queen during Saturday 

afternoon’s coronation ceremony in Lilacia Park. She was one of five Lilac 
Princesses to take the stage at the beginning of the ceremony. She soon 
accepted the crown, sash and cape as this year’s Lilac Queen. This year’s 

coronation continued a tradition that began 91 years ago. Lombard’s first 
Lilac Queen was crowned in 1930. Queen Emmie is a senior at Glenbard East 
High School. She will attend Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 
More photos can be found inside this issue.
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Glenbard East High School held its Local Scholarship Awards Night last week. 
More than 40 members of the school’s Class of 2021 received scholarships 
during the May 13 celebration in Biester Auditorium. Scholarship donors usually 
attend the annual event, but safety mitigations limited attendance at this year’s 
service. Eight of the scholarship winners are pictured outside of the auditorium 

after the ceremony. Pictured (left to right) are: (front row) Emily Ryan, Dina Jova-
novic, Rocco Marcello, Tina Djordjevic and Sophia Heatley; (back row) Maddie 
Weltin, Lauren Huber and Kendall Crackel. Glenbard East’s Class of 2021 will cel-
ebrate its commencement with two ceremonies this Saturday in the school’s sta-
dium. The first ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. The second service starts at 1 p.m.

Scholarships presented 
at Glenbard East 

Local Scholarship 
Awards Night 

Graduation day 
at Glenbard East 

Glenbard East High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commence-
ment with Saturday’s two separate ceremonies in the school’s stadium. 
The first service began at 10 a.m. The second ceremony started at 1 p.m. 

This year’s graduating class at Glenbard East includes about 560 stu-
dents. Several of the graduates are pictured at the end of Saturday’s first 
service.
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Montini Catholic students get a ‘taste’ of Chicago history
Students in Andrew Weisenburger’s History of Chicago class at Montini 

Catholic High School in Lombard recently got a “taste” of The Windy City’s 
cultural history. The students, including seniors Gianna Luna, Cecily Polan-

co and Stephanie Hoeflich (shown here from left to right) were treated to 
Chicago-style hot dogs (sans the ketchup, of course) while learning about 
their relevance and history.
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Two Chicago men accused of 
stealing from Elmhurst Walgreens

Subjects allegedly took more than $1,000 in items from the 
Elmhurst store; they then allegedly took more than $3,000 in 

merchandise from a Walgreens in Hillside
DuPage County State’s 

Attorney Robert Berlin and 
Elmhurst Chief of Police Michael 
McLean announced last week that 
a judge denied the State’s motion 
to detain pre-trial two Chicago 
men accused of stealing more 
than $1,000 worth of merchandise 
from an Elmhurst Walgreens 
store. 

Jamar Beach, 37, and Ladontan 
Miles, 23, both appeared in First 
Appearance Court on March 26. Each man was 
charged with one felony count of burglary and one 
felony count of retail theft.

It is alleged that on March 25, at approximately 
11:42 p.m., Beach, Miles and a third unidentified 
individual entered the Walgreens store located at 
160 N. Robert Palmer Drive and took approximately 
$1,039 worth of items off the shelf, including hair 
care and health testing products. It is alleged that 
the men then concealed the items and left the store 
without paying for them.

A short time later, the same three men allegedly 
stole more than $3,000 worth of merchandise from a 
Walgreens store in Hillside and led authorities on a 
high-speed chase as they attempted to flee.

During the high-speed chase, officers 
unsuccessfully deployed spike strips in an attempt 
to stop the vehicle, a 2016 Dodge Dart. At this time, 
a Chicago Police Department helicopter began 

surveilling the Dodge, which 
ultimately came to a stop at 
Stewart Avenue and 72nd Street in 
Chicago.

It is further alleged that all 
three men then exited the vehicle 
and fled on foot. Chicago police 
officers took two of the suspects 
into custody in a building in the 
area.

“In DuPage County, we do 
not tolerate stealing from our 

businesses and anyone who does so will quickly 
find themselves arrested, charged and prosecuted,” 
Berlin said. “I thank the Elmhurst and Hillside Police 
Departments for their efforts in this case. I thank the 
Chicago Police Department for air support and for 
apprehending the defendants as they attempted to 
flee.”

“The shared technology and investigative 
partnerships with neighboring law enforcement 
agencies was key to building a strong organized 
retail crime case against these defendants in DuPage 
County,” McLean said. “I thank the Hillside and 
Chicago Police Departments for their assistance in 
locating these offenders and working with Elmhurst 
officers to bring them to justice.”

Beach’s next court appearance is scheduled for 
April 22, while Miles’ next court appearance is 
scheduled for April 23. Both cases will be in front of 
Judge Margaret O’Connell.

Motorcyclist killed in collision with vehicle on North Avenue
Lombard man was pronounced deceased at the scene

On Friday, March 29, at approxi-
mately 6:27 p.m., Villa Park Police and 
Fire Department units responded to 911 
calls for a serious crash at the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and Joyce Street.

Upon arrival at the scene, police 
and fire personnel located the vehicles 
with significant damage—a 2008 Ford 
F-250 pickup truck and a 2007 Yamaha 
motorcycle.

The rider of the motorcycle, Dakota 
Gallatin, a 31-year-old man from Lom-

bard, suffered fatal injuries during the 
collision and was pronounced deceased 
at the scene. The driver of the Ford 
pickup truck was not injured.

According to the Villa Park Police 
Department, the preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that the driver of the Ford 
pickup truck was traveling westbound 
on North Avenue at Joyce Street. The 
driver was making a left turn from 
North to southbound Joyce when the 
crash occurred. The rider of the motor-

cycle was traveling eastbound on North 
when the crash occurred.

The incident remains under active 
investigation by the Villa Park Police 
Department in conjunction with the 
Metropolitan Emergency Response 
and Investigations Team (MERIT) Ma-
jor Crash Reconstruction Team.

Anyone with information regarding 
this incident is asked to contact the Vil-
la Park Police Department at 630-834-
7447.

Fenton District 100 board 
puts superintendent on 
administrative leave
Staff report

During a special Fenton High 
School District 100 Board of Edu-
cation meeting that took place Fri-
day night, March 29, board mem-
bers placed Superintendent James 
Ongtengco on administrative leave, 
and appointed Fenton Principal Sam-
uel Bentsen as interim superinten-
dent. 

The decision to put Ongtengco 
on administrative leave stems from 
controversy regarding how he and 
the district handled sexual miscon-
duct allegations involving a former 
teacher/staff member who was fired 
March 18. The teacher/staff mem-
ber had been on paid administrative 
leave since last year. 

Following the decision, District 
100 School Board president Cary 
Lewis, in comments made on a Fox 
32 News report, said, “This decision 
required careful consideration to ad-
dress the situation that has weighed 
heavily on our hearts and minds. And 
because this is an HR issue, it will 
remain private because that’s simply 
what needs to happen.”

District 100 School Board Vice 
President Juliet Rago added, “Let 
me assure you we are all sickened 
and gutted by the allegations made 
against the former staff member, and 
have had many sleepless nights over 
it. This is our community, and these 
are our kids.”

Nevertheless, the board’s decision 
to put Ongtengco on administrative 
leave and have Bentsen take over as 
interim superintendent didn’t sit well 
with those who addressed the board 
afterward. 

“While the superintendent step-
ping down might be a step in the 
right direction, it is not enough,” said 
one woman in a Fox 32 News report. 
“You must be transparent about your 
plans to investigate this situation fur-
ther. All adults, including the interim 
superintendent, must be investigat-
ed, and all who compromise student 
safety must be held accountable.”

Another man who spoke at the 
meeting said, “This process impeded 
justice tonight. It told us that we were 
not heard. It told us that we were not 
listened to, and it feels like we were 
trying to be lulled and pacified like 
children, and we are not.”

Two weeks ago, angry students, 
parents, teachers and community 
members confronted district officials 

during two school board meetings af-
ter the allegations surfaced.

The former teacher/staff member 
has been accused of sexually abusing 
students since 2013, with the allega-
tions reportedly continuing through 
at least 2019.

The Bensenville Police Depart-
ment said it was made aware of the 
allegations last October, and its in-
vestigation is ongoing. The accused, 
who spent time as a teacher, admin-
istrator and coach, reportedly had 
worked at the school since 2007.

On Saturday, March 23, District 
100 released a timeline, chronicling 
events involving the former teacher/
staff member in question, and the 
immediate actions the district said it 
undertook to address and investigate 
every anonymous tip provided to 
school administration. 

In that timeline, the accused re-
portedly sent inappropriate text mes-
sages to a student in their class back 
in December 2011. 

The district noted in its timeline 
that, as recently as Dec. 4, 2023, an 
anonymous tip was sent to the ad-
ministration via the school website 
regarding the staff member in ques-
tion, alleging that he had inappropri-
ate interactions with three students; 
one who had already been reported. 
The administration emailed the in-
formation to the Bensenville Police 
Department along with contact infor-
mation from the anonymous source.

Two weeks ago, Bensenville Vil-
lage President Frank DeSimone sent 
a letter to board of education mem-
bers, calling for Ongtengco to step 
down.

DeSimone released another state-
ment March 29, saying that “while 
I must respect the independence of 
the elected Fenton Board of Educa-
tion’s decision, I stand with parents 
and students when I call for outside 
oversight until this matter is resolved 
at the school.

“At this point in time, there are 
simply too many questions left unan-
swered, and it remains unclear who 
knew about these allegations, when 
they knew and why they chose to do 
nothing.

“We cannot begin to heal as a 
community until we collectively un-
derstand what exactly happened, and 
more importantly, what is going to 
be done to ensure that this never hap-
pens again.” 

Jamar Beach Ladontan Miles

DuPage County State’s Attorney 
Robert Berlin and Naperville Chief 
of Police Jason Arres have announced 
that Judge Demetrios Panoushis grant-
ed the state’s motion to deny pre-trial 
release for two men, in unrelated inci-
dents, who were both allegedly found 
to be in possession of a loaded gun at 
a Naperville recreation facility. 

Dijon Lane, 34, of Blue Island, ap-
peared in First Appearance Court and 
was charged with one count of armed 
habitual criminal (Class X felony), 
one count of unlawful use of a weap-
on by a felon (Class 3 felony) and one 
count of misdemeanor unlawful pos-
session of cannabis by a driver. 

Tavell Jackson, 44, of Maywood, 
appeared in First Appearance Court 
and was charged with one count of 

Court grants state’s motion to detain pre-trial two Cook 
County men allegedly found in unrelated incidents to be in 
possession of loaded guns at Naperville recreation facility

armed habitual criminal (Class X fel-
ony), one count of unlawful use of a 
weapon by a felon (Class 3 felony) 
and one count of unlawful possession 
of a controlled substance (Class 4 fel-
ony).

On March 29 at approximately 6:30 
p.m., Naperville police officers on 
patrol at Topgolf on Odyssey Court, 
observed an odor of cannabis coming 
from a vehicle. As officers surveilled 
the vehicle, they observed a man, later 
identified as Lane, enter the driver’s 
seat of the vehicle. 

Officers approached the vehicle, 
spoke with Lane and asked him to exit 
the vehicle. It is alleged that as Lane 
exited the vehicle, officers observed in 
plain view a gun, later determined to 
be a loaded Taurus .40 caliber PT740 
with eight rounds in the magazine, 
tucked inside an opening near the gas 
pedal. Lane was taken into custody at 
this time. 

On March 30 at approximately 
10:05 p.m., officers again on routine 
patrol at Topgolf allegedly observed 
a handgun, later determined to be a 
loaded Taurus 9mm Millenium G2 
with 12 rounds in the magazine, in 
plain view in the netting pocket on the 
back of the front passenger seat of a 
vehicle. 

As officers surveilled the vehicle, 
they observed a man, later identified 
as Jackson, enter the rear passenger 
seat of the vehicle. Officers pinned in 
the vehicle with their cars and ordered 
Jackson out of the vehicle. Jackson 

was taken into custody at this time. 
It is further alleged that when police 
took Jackson into custody, officers 
found 12.4 grams of crack cocaine in 
his jacket.

“Public safety remains the top pri-
ority of my office,” Berlin said. “As 
convicted felons, both of these men 
have forfeited their right to legally 
possess a firearm. What I find particu-
larly troubling are the allegations that 
both men brought a loaded firearm to 
a family friendly recreation facility. 
This type of behavior is inexcusable 
and will be fully prosecuted. I com-
mend the Naperville Police Depart-
ment for their continued commitment 
to public safety and for their proactive 
efforts in these two cases that resulted 
in the removal of dangerous weapons 
from our streets.” 

“Our proactive policing efforts con-
tinue to result in illegally possessed 
guns being taken off our streets. This 
is a critical part of our obligation to 
safeguard our community, and we’ll 
continue to engage in our proactive 
efforts throughout the city,” Arres 
said. “I commend my staff for their 
commitment to making our commu-
nity safer and DuPage County State’s 
Attorney Bob Berlin and his office for 
their support in this matter.”

Lane’s next court appearance is 
scheduled April 22 for arraignment in 
front of Judge Margaret O’Connell. 
Jackson’s next court appearance is 
scheduled April 29 for arraignment in 
front of Judge O’Connell. 
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Editor’s note: “Getting to know … “ is a feature 
that is published periodically in The Lombardian. 
It features leaders in the community, in business, in 
education, at non-profit organizations, or someone 
who does a lot of good in the community. Do you 
know someone who Lombardians should get to 
know? If so, send us the name of that person and 
why he or she should be considered to: news1@
rvpublishing.com

Bio: A longtime Lombard resident, Dennis, 
who had his own law practice in the village for 
44 years, is now an attorney with Wheaton-based 
Huck Bouma, the largest law firm in the suburbs. 
His practice is concentrated in estate planning, 
probate, elder law and real estate. 

Dennis received his undergraduate degree from 
St. Mary’s University in Minnesota in 1969. His 
law school studies at the University of Notre 
Dame were interrupted when he was drafted out 
of law school in 1970 during the Vietnam War. 
After completing military service, he returned to 
complete his studies at Notre Dame and graduated 
in 1974. 

Dennis served on the Board of Directors of 
Montini Catholic High School for 28 years. He 
served on the Board and was president for two 
years of the Lombard Chamber of Commerce. He 
also served on the Board of Governors of Elmhurst 
Hospital for 17 years, and served on the Lombard 
Economic Community Development Committee 
for 36 years.

Dennis also has been selected as Man of the Year 
(2001) and Senior Man of the Year (2017) for the 
Village of Lombard.

Family: I am married to my beautiful wife and 
best friend, Karin, for 50 years this year. We have 
three children, Bridget, Matthew and Meghan, and 
six grandchildren. 

You’re a member of the Lombard Rotary 
Club. What do you enjoy about being involved 
with the Rotary, and how long have you been a 
member?

I have been a member of the Lombard Rotary 
Club approximately 36 years. I am a Past President. 
There are approximately 1.4 million Rotarians in 
clubs around the world. Being a member allows 
me to assist people I may never meet who live in 
places I may never go.

As part of the Rotary, you have been actively 
involved in the Bikes for Lesotho Project. What 
do you like about this project, in particular?

About 25 years ago I began our Rotary Bike 
Recycling Project. Over the years, we have 
collected thousands of used bicycles. Before we 
began the project, I met Lee Ravenscroft. He and 
his wife own Working Bikes Coop. This is a not-
for-profit company in Chicago that takes these 
used bikes and rehabilitates them for shipment to 
Third World countries where bikes are a principal 
means of transportation. When our project became 
a part of the Lombard Recycling Extravaganza, I 
met Dave Gorman, the Assistant Director of Public 
Works with the Village of Lombard. He and a 
friend began a not-for-profit organization called 
Bikes for Lesotho which is a country on the east 
coast of Africa where Dave served in the Peace 
Corps. Many of the bikes we collect are sent to 

Lesotho in containers holding 400 bikes or more 
which are transported by ship. We still collect 
bikes.

 Inspired by our youngest daughter, Meg, who 
performed volunteer work in Haiti, I began a 
Rotary project that collected funds to build four 
fresh water wells in Haiti. 70 percent of the 
population in Haiti lacks direct access to potable 
water. Lack of fresh water causes almost half of the 
deaths in Haiti and is the leading cause of infant 
deaths.

How long have you been a Lombard resident? 
What do you enjoy about living in Lombard?

My wife and I moved into Lombard in 1976 and 
have lived here ever since. My family of origin 
moved here in 1970. We have so many good 
friends in Lombard. The government functions well 
and is constantly searching for ways to improve the 
lives of its citizens. Lombard is truly home for us!

What do you like to do in your free time? Do 
you have a specific hobby or hobbies?

In my free time, I run and work out with a 
group of friends. I enjoy golfing, reading, writing 
children’s stories, building models and playing 
with our grandchildren. After many years of 
hard work, my agent approved the final draft of a 
memoir I published entitled, “God Called Collect 
from Cleveland.” 

The book was inspired by my bunkmate in 
Military Police School at Fort Gordon, Georgia. 
He was discharged from the Army and became a 
homeless person living on the streets of Chicago. 
Years after last seeing him, the finger of God 
brought us together on a cold January Sunday 
morning in front of St. Peter’s Catholic Church in 
Chicago. The encounter changed his life and the 
lives of myself and my family.

Do you have a 15-minutes-of-fame moment, or 
have you ever had an opportunity to meet or rub 
shoulders with someone famous?

While on the Elmhurst Hospital Board of 
Governors, I served one year as the chairman of 
the annual dinner. Mike Ditka was the speaker and 
Karin and I got to meet and talk with him.

April is Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month, and the Lombard Police 
Department is stepping up its en-
forcement efforts to reduce the num-
ber of distracted driving incidents on 
the roads. 

Throughout the month, motorists 
can expect increased patrols looking 
for texting and driving as well as oth-
er traffic violations.

“Distracted driving is one of the 
leading causes of motor vehicle 
crashes on our roads today,” said 
Police Sgt. Tom Balsitis. “This Dis-
tracted Driving Awareness Month, 
drivers will see increased law en-
forcement efforts to stop and ticket 
anyone who texts or uses their cell 
phones while driving. Remember, if 
you have a phone in one hand, you 
can expect a ticket in the other.” 

Lombard Police are partnering 
with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), the Illinois 
State Police, and more than 200 local 
law enforcement agencies around Il-
linois throughout April. 

The Lombard Police Department 

is committed to keeping local road-
ways safe for everyone. Police urge 
all drivers to put their phones down 
and focus on the road. 

Together, we can help keep our 
roads and community safe and re-
duce the number of distracted driving 
incidents. Between 2012 and 2021, 
approximately 32,000 lives were lost 
in crashes involving distracted driv-
ers. 

Everyone has the potential for 
distracted driving crashes, but those 
between the ages of 16 and 24 are es-
pecially at risk. If you need to text, 
pull over to a safe location, or if you 
have a passenger, consider appoint-
ing a “designated texter.”

Whatever the solution, the mes-
sage is clear: don’t text and drive. 
In Illinois, using your phone in any-
thing other than hands-free mode is 
not only dangerous but also illegal. 
Pay attention or pay the price. 

The Illinois distracted driving 
campaign is funded with federal 
traffic safety funds administered by 
IDOT

chris fox photo Rock Valley Publishing

	 Alyssa Rebeca Borbath, a senior at Glen-
bard East High School, is involved in several 
clubs at Glenbard East and also is an Aca-
demic All-Conference athlete. 

Staff report
Editor’s note: This 

is the first in a series of 
five profiles of the 2024 
Lilac Court.

Alyssa Rebeca Bor-
bath is a Glenbard East 
High School senior, 
who earned the Lom-
bard school’s Academic 
Award, is an All-Confer-
ence athlete and is an Ac-
ademic All-Conference 
recipient.

She is involved in the 
STEM Club, Math Team, 
tennis, badminton, Na-
tional Honor Society, 
NEHS, the Rho Kappa 
Social Studies Honor So-
ciety, the National Span-
ish Honor Society and 
the Key Club.

Outside of school the 
Lilac Princess is an active 
member of the Elmhurst 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church. She is planning to study engineering with a minor in physics.

The princess “loves the outdoors, LEGOS and playing board games with my 
family.”

Princess Alyssa is the daughter of Raluca Borbath, and sister of Rachel Bor-
bath, 24.

Lombard police urge drivers to ‘Drop it 
and Drive’ law enforcement to step up 
efforts targeting distracted drivers

Getting to know … Dennis McNicholas

Meet Princess Alyssa Borbath
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Opinion

Editor’s note: Previously 
published columns by Mike 
Sandrolini are being re-published 
periodically on the Opinion page. 

This column was originally 
published in 2018. 

I can’t recall when I first received 
my Man Card.

Perhaps it arrived in the mail during 
my late teens and early 20s when I 
concluded that certain pop songs I 
heard on WLS-AM 890 didn’t exactly 
square up with what I perceive are 
alpha male standards. For example, 
the 1970s tear-jerker, titled “Feelings” 
by Morris Albert (Sample lyrics: 
Teardrops … rolling down on my 
face … trying to forget my feelings 
of love) and then in the 1980s when 
“Never Gonna Give You Up” by Rick 
Astley hit the airwaves.

The latter is a tune about some 
guy looking for a full commitment 
in a relationship, and wanting to 
tell a woman how he feels. A full 
commitment? Expressing your 
feelings? Rick, what were you 
thinking? It’s safe to assume Rick 
Astley had his Man Card suspended 
long-term (if not revoked on the spot 
for life) after he recorded this ditty.

There are other ways in which one 
can have his Man Card suspended. 
Here’s my shortlist:

• Watching “The Notebook”
• Watching “Dancing with the 

Stars” (or ice dancing)
• Watching any of those Hallmark 

Channel holiday movies. Gentlemen, 
I don’t know how else to say this, but 
you can’t let your sweetheart sweet-
talk you into watching “Snow Bride” 
or “Hitched for the Holidays” with 
her.

• Putting one of those stick family 
bumper stickers on the rear window of 
your minivan.

• Singing “Sweet Caroline” if you 
happen to be out listening to a live 
band that happens to play it (which is 
often). A longer suspension of your 
Man Card privileges awaits you if you 
sing the chorus and yell, “So good! So 
good! So good!”

• Singing “Don’t Stop Believing” 
or “Brown Eyed Girl” (see “Sweet 
Caroline” entry)

In recent years, I’ve been upgraded 
to a Platinum Man Card because I’ve 
never taken a selfie as long as I’ve 
owned a smartphone (four years and 
counting) and for being able to quote 
lines from the old Dos Equis “Most 
Interesting Man in the World” radio 
and TV commercials: (Sample quotes: 
“He’s never lost a sock” … “He lives 
vicariously through himself” … “He 

has never relied on mistletoe” … “His 
shirts never wrinkle” … “He has won 
the lifetime achievement award—
twice.”)

Today, however, I have a confession 
to make. I have backslidden—in 
arguably the worst way possible.

Fellas, I can’t even look up as I 
admit that—gulp—I watched most 
of the two-hour season finale of The 
Bachelor.

Arie Luyendyk Jr., a former 
Indianapolis 500 winner (that’s worth 
Platinum Man Card status right there), 
proposed to Becca, then broke off 
their engagement and went running 
back to Lauren, who took him back 
(he originally dumped Lauren for 
Becca).

Indeed, I know the entire storyline. 
Sad, isn’t it?

I’m still trying to figure out how 
I let my guard down and allowed 
myself to get snookered into watching 
the season finale. Maybe it was all the 
posts I viewed from women friends 
on Facebook discussing The Bachelor 
that piqued my curiosity. Or poking 
fun at the show one day with a co-
worker.

The thing is, I never could 
understand the allure of The Bachelor 
in the first place. Why would 
anyone—whether a bachelor or a 
bachelorette—want to experience 
having his or her love life being 
played out on national TV? Or, in 
Arie’s case, be the object of every 
woman’s scorn across the country?

I guess it all makes for compelling 
TV and drives up ratings. Well, I sure 
fell for it hook, line and sinker.

What have I done? I’ve been asking 
myself this question repeatedly since 
getting a notice from Man Card, Inc. 
(on official Man Card letterhead, 
no less) that my Man Card has been 
suspended indefinitely.

I’ve been informed that my case 
will be brought before a Man Card 
tribunal within the next few weeks. 
Here’s hoping the tribunal offers me 
a plea bargain since I’m a first-time 
offender.

After all, the fact that I’ve never 
taken a selfie, have never sung “Sweet 
Caroline” and have never watched 
“Snow Bride” has to count for 
something.

By Teresa Garate
Vice Chair, Illinois Community 
College Board

As a career 
advocate for 
community 
inclusion and 
access to critical 
services like health 
care and education, 
I felt compelled 
to highlight the work of Illinois 
Community Colleges across our 
state that empower women to pursue 
careers in historically male-dominated 
industries. 

March is National Women’s 
History Month when we celebrate and 
remember women’s achievements. 
Creating opportunities for women 
through education is a 24/7 mission 
for the Illinois Community College 
System. 

Illinois’ community colleges 
continue to be leaders in actively 
dismantling barriers, supporting 
women’s long-term career goals, and 
providing adequate resources. As a 
key facilitator of workforce training 
in our state, the Illinois Community 
College System plays a pivotal role 
in reshaping the landscape of gender 
representation in the workforce. 

Community colleges are not merely 
centers of community education; 
they are engines of empowerment, 
driving change and inclusivity. As an 
Hispanic woman, this empowerment 
is especially important to me given 
the student population across our 
community college system. Women 
make up more than 50 percent of the 
enrollment in community colleges, 
and the colleges serve 72 percent 
of the minority population in public 
higher education.

Through innovative programs, 
dedicated support services, and 
collaborative partnerships, Illinois 

community colleges are paving the 
way for women to thrive in fields 
where they have historically been 
underrepresented.

One of the most significant 
contributions of Illinois community 
colleges is the development of tailored 
programs designed specifically to 
prepare women for careers in male-
dominated industries. From welding 
and manufacturing to construction 
trades, these programs provide 
women and other underrepresented 
groups with the specialized skills and 
knowledge necessary to excel in their 
chosen fields. By offering hands-on 
training, mentorship opportunities, 
and real-world experiences, these 
programs equip individuals with 
the confidence and competence to 
succeed.

Illinois community colleges 
recognize the unique challenges faced 
by women entering male-dominated 
fields and take steps to support those 
challenges. From having the right 
safety gear to fit women available in 
a welding program or inviting female 
industry speakers and alumni to talk 
to a STEM class, these efforts foster a 
supportive and nurturing environment 
that empower women to pursue their 
career aspirations with determination 
and resilience.

Furthermore, Illinois community 
colleges actively cultivate partnerships 
with industry leaders to ensure that 
their programs remain relevant and 
responsive to the evolving needs of 
the workforce.

These partnerships facilitate 
internships, job placements, and 
networking opportunities, providing 
students with valuable connections 
and practical experience in their 
chosen fields. By bridging the gap 
between education and industry, 
these collaborations enhance the 
employability of women graduates 

and facilitate their transition into male-
dominated professions.

It is essential to acknowledge 
the critical role of financial aid and 
scholarships in making education 
more accessible and affordable 
for students pursuing careers in 
traditionally male-dominated fields. 
Illinois community colleges offer a 
range of financial assistance options, 
enabling women and others from 
diverse socioeconomic backgrounds 
to pursue their educational and career 
goals without undue financial burden. 
By removing financial barriers to 
education, these colleges ensure that 
all women can fulfill their potential 
in these professions and contribute 
meaningfully to the workforce.

I am proud to be a part of the 
Illinois Community College Board, 
a group of dedicated women and 
men who support the many goals 
of Illinois’ community colleges, 
including empowering women to 
forge successful career paths in 
any industry they choose. Through 
their commitment to innovation, 
inclusivity, and excellence, these 
institutions are transforming lives 
and driving necessary change in 
our communities. As we continue 
to champion gender equality and 
diversity in the workforce, let us 
recognize and celebrate the invaluable 
contributions of Illinois community 
colleges in creating a more equitable 
and inclusive future for all.

 Teresa Garate has spent more than 
30 years working throughout Illinois 
and the US as an expert in public 
health, social and human services, 
and education. She has served as a 
member of the Illinois Community 
College Board and represents the 
community college board on the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education 
since 2012 and was recently named 
vice chair of the board.

Illinois community colleges empower 
women to pursue careers in 
historically male-dominated industries

Scribe trying to get 
Man Card back after 
watching season finale 
of The Bachelor

Sandro Sez...

By
MIKE
SANDROLINI 
Columnist

	Rock Valley Publishing encour-
ages our readers to reach out to the 
community by writing a letter to the 
editor. 

	Letters are limited to 400 words. 
If a letter exceeds 400 words, it will 
be sent back to the author to reduce 
the length of the letter. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the 

city or village in which they reside, 
and a phone number and email ad-
dress where they can be reached in 
case there are questions. 

Send letters to: news1@rvpublish-
ing.com

	Letter-writers will be limited 
to one letter per month except for 
locally elected officials, or individu-

als specifically associated with local 
village governments or entities such 
as school districts, park districts or 
library districts.

	No letters directed to a third party 
will be accepted for publication.

	We reserve the right to edit a 
letter for reasons of clarity, space 
restrictions and libel. 

Guidelines for writing, submitting a letter to the editor
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How Speak Out works
• Speak Out is a forum in which readers can express their opinion 

anonymously concerning local, state, national and international topics. 
Each call is limited to 200 words whether the caller calls 630-629-
TALK or emails their opinion to speakout@rvpublishing.com. 

• The views expressed by callers are their own. 
• All calls are checked by four editors. If a consensus of editors 

believes a particular call is deemed to be in poor taste, erroneous, 
inaccurate, libelous, doesn’t make sense, or if claims stated in a call 
cannot be verified, the call will not be published.

• With regard to calls of a political nature, it is not possible to have 
an equal balance of calls with liberal and conservative viewpoints 
during any given week. The editors of Speak Out don’t have control of 
who calls in, what their political leanings happen to be, and the topic(s) 
they want to discuss.

• If you have further questions about Speak Out, email: news1@
rvpublishing.com.

This is Lombard calling. Just cu-
rious as to when they plan to replace 
the flashing crossing light at West-
more and the Prairie Path. Those of 
us who take that route early in the 
morning would sure appreciate it. 
Thanks.

Editor’s note: Your inquiry was 
forwarded to Lombard village of-
ficials, who responded: “The pe-
destrian-activated signal located 
along the west side of Westmore 
Meyers Road at the Illinois Prai-
rie Path was damaged as a result 
of a vehicle accident on January 5, 
2024. The Village promptly placed 
an order for replacement parts, 
but due to supply chain issues the 
Village is still awaiting delivery 
and installation of the signal. We 
appreciate your patience as we 
work to resolve this matter.”

* * *
I read the story about residents 

urging the Village of Lombard to 
create an Israeli-Palestinian cease 
fire resolution at a village board 
meeting (March 28 issue). I respect 
the people who spoke at the board 
meeting and why they think a reso-
lution is necessary. But with all due 
respect, shouldn’t they be putting all 
their efforts into calling and lobbying 
the Congressmen and Senators who 
represent them in Illinois and change 
U.S. foreign policy? In my opinion, 
this is a national and international is-
sue. What is a resolution passed by 
the Village of Lombard going to do? 

* * *
I just want to thank all the first re-

sponders and store/fast-food restau-
rant employees who worked on Eas-
ter Sunday. I thanked one employee 
as I got my morning coffee at Mc-
Donald’s, letting her know I appre-
ciate her being there. I think we need 
to acknowledge more the people who 
work at drug and grocery stores, gas 

stations, on holidays so others can 
enjoy theirs.

* * *
I recently traveled through two 

other states, both of which had gas 
prices ranging anywhere from 20 
cents to 50 cents per gallon lower 
than Illinois. Even here, I go a few 
towns over from Lombard and the 
gas prices are 20 cents a gallon low-
er, and as much as 50 cents lower at 
Sam’s Club. Prices went up awhile 
back from around $3.29, then jumped 
30 cents, then another 30 to 40 cents 
after that. The price around here has 
held steady at around $3.99 a gallon 
for more than a week, not budging 
more than a penny or two. For those 
of us who travel a distance to work, 
and for whom public transportation 
is not an option, this is really putting 
a strain on already-stretched budgets. 
I anticipate the county, state or both 
will be raising taxes once again when 
the warmer weather is here to stay. 
And what to do we have to show for 
it? Potholes, endless construction—
which adds to pollution when we are 
at a standstill on the tollway—and 
generally crummy roads, compared 
to the two states I visited. Shaking 
my head in disgust and despair.

* * *
Credit goes to the individuals ask-

ing the village and board for a cease-
fire resolution, but I am not hopeful 
it will accomplish anything. All poli-
tics is local, as “they” say, so maybe 
if enough municipalities participate, 
the Washington higher-ups will lis-
ten. However, I doubt it. I don’t 
claim to understand the situation 
between the Israelis and Palestin-
ian, but it appears on the surface that 
Hamas is the one to be protesting 
against; this terrorist group doesn’t 
care about its own people, willingly 
putting them in the line of fire. This 
reminds me of World War II, when 

the German citizens had to live under 
the Nazi regime, regardless of their 
being caught in the crossfire. I am 
conflicted as to how much of our tax 
dollars should support either Israel or 
Ukraine; are we the only country to 
be the arbiter of world peace? There 
is so much that even half that money 
could be doing for our poor, hungry, 
destitute veterans, etc., and don’t 
even add up the tax dollars that have 
been fed into services toward the il-
legal immigrants. I will be watching 
to see how the village responds. Na-
perville has decided not to declare a 
resolution.

* * *
Like others who have comment-

ed in Speak Out, I am disappointed 
that one, District 87 had the nerve to 
ask for $183 million, and two, that 
so many people voted for it. I would 
love to know the percentage of votes 
from each of the District 87 commu-
nities. I can guess where many of the 
yes votes came from, with two high 
schools in that town. On the other 
hand, so many people voted against 
it, and I hope district officials get the 
message and maybe pare down what 
they decide to borrow and spend. I 
am nearly outraged at what feels like 
arrogance in the district’s confidence 
that this referendum would pass, 
based on past history of referendums 
passing. And for those who voted for 
it, I have you to thank for now mak-
ing my tax bill even more difficult to 
pay.

* * *
So you say you think Biden is too 

old or feeble and can’t communi-
cate. Do you think it’s fair that you 
are watching replays of Biden gaffes 
and not watching Trump gaffes dai-
ly where he forgets his wife’s name, 

mixes up countries and leaders, 
thinks he beat Obama in 2016, mix-
es up Pelosi and Haley? And you 
think it’s OK to make fun of Biden’s 
lifelong struggle with a stutter? You 
have put this man and his crazy ideas 
about dictatorships, and abandon-
ing the Constitution and his disdain 
for women ahead of a church-going 
man who dedicated his life to ser-
vice in the government, insults no 
one and has committed no crimes. 
If you have a 401K, you have truly 
benefitted from Bidenomics, where 
stocks are soaring. You have bene-
fitted from hundreds of thousands of 
unemployed workers being paid to 
build and repair bridges, roads and 
potholes. If you consider yourself an 
educated voter, why can’t you some-
times turn the channel from the liars 
at Fox to the news the world watch-
es with facts behind their words 
at CNN? Please stop being angry 
at your country, and have an open 
mind. This country is already great. 
Thanks!

* * *
Some of us branded with the big 

D by our parents and generations be-
fore are patriots and Americans first. 
Our Democratic Party is being taken 
over by extreme leftists who are all 
for socialism and communism. We 
have opened our borders and done 
everything to weaken America under 
the Biden Administration to show we 
can overpower the Trumpsters. Let 
poor Joe Biden live in a home that 
will provide the care he needs, and 
it’s not the White House. Let’s use 
what we can to get America back on 
track and save the Democratic Party 
before it’s too late. 

* * *
The Villa Park Board of Trustees 

recently passed a resolution calling 
for a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip. 
What’s next, Villa Park? Declaring 
Villa Park a nuclear weapons-free 
zone? There are empty storefronts all 
over Villa Park. For example, the Pi-
oneer Feed store has been vacant for 
well over a year. Villa Park trustees, 
please concentrate on local matters 
Thank you.

* * *
This is for all you Biden disciples 

who don’t think that that Joe Biden 
doesn’t have dementia. He has got 
it. It’s obvious that you have never 
known anybody who’s had it. Or you 
don’t have a relative or anyone who’s 
has had it. The doctors, they’re on 
the front lines. They see it. But you 
don’t have to be a doctor to see it. 
He seems to have what is known as 
vascular dementia. Or you can put 
this another way; you have what is 
known as willful ignorance or willful 
stupidity. Wake up, America.

* * *
Whether it’s the Bears or the White 

Sox, not one penny of taxpayer mon-
ey should be used to fund sports sta-
diums. Period. Use public money to 
fund necessary services, not sports 
teams. If they threaten to move, then 
I say adios.

* * *
This is about the illegal immigrant 

from Venezuela who was charged 
with murdering that Georgia nursing 
student (Laken Riley) a few weeks 
ago. It got me thinking about all the 
shoplifting that has gone on in Oak 
Brook. Many of those charged in Oak 
Brook are here from Venezuela. All I 
can say is God forbid anything like 
what happened to that poor woman 
from Georgia ever happens to some-
one around here. 

Coming events
StickerPalooza

Join the Villa Park Public Library 
on Monday, April 8, at 3:30 p.m. 
to share, trade, and take stickers to 
spruce up your water bottle, note-
book, laptop and anything else you’d 
like to decorate. Supplies will also be 
available to make your own sticker 
book. Sticker donations are welcome 
and appreciated. For more informa-
tion, visit the library’s website at 
www.vppl.info or call 630-834-1164.

Relay for Life April 20
Jel Sert presents Relay for Life 

Glenbard East on Saturday, April 
20, at Glenbard East High School, 
1014 S. Main St., Lombard. Regis-
ter at relayforlife.org/glenbardeasths. 
Community members/non-late night 
students $15/Glenbard East students 
staying the full time $80.

B-PAC, GPS program April 11
B-PAC: Glenbard Bilingual Parent 

Advisory Council and GPS: Glenbard 
Parent Series in Spanish will present 
an early childhood program titled 
“Making Connection Through Play” 
with psychologist Mariana Gutier-
rez at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 11, via 
Zoom. Go to glenbardgps.org for the 
link to this webinar. This program 
will be presented in Spanish only. 
Gutierrez returns to GPS to encourage 
adults to engage children in play that 
facilitates muscle growth, curiosity, 
language development and cognitive 
skills. She will offer tips to facilitate 
vital independent play as well. Partic-

ipants will better understand how play 
brings joy, trust and resilience to rela-
tionships and serves an essential role 
in building strong, positive, healthy 
parent-child bonds. For further infor-
mation, visit glenbardgps.org or con-
tact Luz Luna at luz_luna@glenbard.
org or 630-942-7447.

One-year anniversary 
Scavenger Hunt 
at Plum Library

Sunday, April 7, to Saturday, April 
13, during library hours. The library 
is approaching our first anniversa-
ry at 411 S. Main St. To celebrate, 
we’ve cooked up something sweet: 
During National Library Week, we’ll 
be hiding a stuffed birthday cake 
(sorry, not a real cake) in different 
places around the library. If you spot 
it, fill out the entry form found at 
its secret location to win some pret-
ty sweet prizes: gift cards to local 
restaurants, library swag, and more. 
Participants must have a Helen Plum 
Library card to be eligible to win.

GPS program April 10
The Glenbard Parent Series: (GPS) 

Navigating Healthy Families will 
present “You and Your Adult Child: 
How to Grow Together in Challeng-
ing Times” with renowned psychol-
ogist Laurence Steinberg at noon 
and 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 10, via 
Zoom. He will offer a blueprint for 
how caregivers’ roles as parents can 
evolve to offer empathy and encour-
agement while adolescents learn to 

develop fulfilling and independent 
lives. Participants will learn how to 
set boundaries and resolve conflicts 
while maintaining and deepening 
their loving relationships. Go to glen-
bardgps.org for further information 
and the links to these webinars. To 
be placed on a reminder list for GPS 
events or submit a question in ad-
vance, contact Gilda Ross, Glenbard 
District 87 student and community 
projects coordinator, at gilda_ross@
glenbard.org or 630-942-7668.

Pancake breakfast to benefit 
Scout Pack/Troop 140

The Knights of Columbus Council 
6090 are holding a Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, April 28, from 7 a.m. to noon, 
in the St. Pius X Church Social Center, 
601 S. Westmore, Lombard. The cost 
is $10 per meal (children 5 and under 
are free). Proceeds will benefit Pack 
140 and Troop 140. Interested in join-
ing Pack 140 or Troop 140? Contact us 
at ScoutsBSA140@outlook.com.

‘Travel Planning: New England 
Fall Colors’ at Villa Park 
Library April 9

Plan your perfect autumn getaway 
with Celeste Brown. Come to the 
Villa Park Public Library on Tues-
day, April 9 at 6:30 p.m. to discov-
er the best locations, travel tips, and 
more for experiencing the breathtak-
ing fall foliage in New England. For 
more information, visit the library’s 
website at www.vppl.info or call 
630-834-1164.
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   The Outreach House is networking with other nonprofit agencies to provide more resources and ser-
vices to guests. In one photo (left), Endeavor Health visited the Lombard food pantry to provide infor-
mation on stroke screening and blood pressure testing. Another photo (above) shows Access DuPage 
“Be a Hero” training in March at the Helen Plum Library. Twenty-seven people attended, including 25 
volunteers and two guests.

Seniors, veterans 
to have their own 
pantry day

Since The Outreach House 
opened its new facility in 2022, 
it has been able to coordinate its 
walk-in assistance, infant needs 
outreach, a community clothes 
closet and a food pantry in one 
location—all in order to make its 
services more accessible to guests.

As the needs have grown, so have 
the services being offered—thanks 
to networking and partnerships 
with other agencies—according to 
Executive Director Catherine Ly-
nott, who recently announced the 
addition of a senior citizen day (for 
ages 65 and over) on Thursdays.

When asked how the idea for 
a senior day came about, she re-
sponded, “When I go to sleep at 
night, I try to think about how to 
make The Outreach House better.”

It occurred to her that with an es-
timated 200 new families—adding 
up to between 450 and 500 fami-
lies visiting the food pantry each 
week—and 2,000 visits in February 
alone (the most visits in one month 
since the new facility opened), 
“That means longer lines. The se-
niors are waiting a long time.”

“I decided to start a trial in Feb-
ruary [on Thursdays] to see how 
it would go,” she continued, com-

menting, “We started the trial with 
food only and now expanded so se-
niors can shop for clothes … We’ve 
had enough volunteers to open the 
clothes closet as well.”

“They [senior guests] are not 
waiting in line as long,” the direc-
tor observed. “The response has 
just been fantastic.”

Several senior guests last week 
commented on having a day set 
aside to shop:

Shaheen: “During the day, [the] 
time is more convenient and easi-
er for older people. Also easier for 
parking. Any way you look at it, 
it’s good.”

Judy: “First of all it’s less of a 
wait so it’s wonderful. It makes 
you happy to be a senior. It’s calm-
er and less crowded. You have 
more time to make contacts with 
others and talk to people.”

Rory: “It’s been great for me be-
cause it is less people.”

Another guest: “[You] don’t 
have to wait in line, and get in and 
out quickly. People are very, very 
friendly. It’s a nice place to stop in 
and say hi.”

Lynott said that on April 4, the 
Thursday seniors-only day is being 
expanded to include military veter-
ans.

Several other services and assis-
tance are also being made available 
to guests.

“We’re partners with other non-

The Outreach House ‘reaching out’ to provide more services to guests
profits,” she explained, “to give 
guests more local resources.”

For example, in March Access 
DuPage (www.accessdupage.org) 
provided CPR, AED (automated 
external defibrillator) and Narcan 
training, which was held at the 
Helen Plum Library; 27 people at-
tended. Lynott said Access DuPage 
plans to install an AED device at 
The Outreach House sometime in 
April.

Serenity House (www.serenit-
yhouse.com), an Addison-based 
nonprofit agency that provides ad-
diction recovery services, will be 
providing a distribution box con-
taining Narcan, as well as fentanyl 
testing strips, according to the di-
rector, who said she connected with 
Serenity House during a conference 
call, and “I reached out.”

The Glenbard Early Childhood 
Collaborative (www.casedupage.
com/glenbard-early-childhood-col-
laborative) is planning to reach 
out twice a month to guests with 
young children, “to make sure they 
[young children] are hitting their 
developmental milestones,” the di-

rector described.
Other providers include Lisle-

based Christians Against Poverty 
(capamerica.org), which will help 
guests with financial literacy; Se-
nior Home Sharing (www.senior-
homesharing.org), which will pro-
vide counseling for seniors; and 
Endeavor Health (endeavorhealth.
org), which will provide blood 
pressure screening and stroke pre-
vention information.

The University of Illinois Ex-
tension (extension.illinois.edu) 
has been visiting the food pantry 
to provide nutrition information to 
guests, as well as nutritious sam-
ples, and will be offering nutrition 
programs, such as “Healthy Cents,” 
to be held Thursday, April 4, at 
1:30 p.m.

The discussion will focus on 
what is healthy food and is it af-
fordable, food shopping strategies 
to save money and healthy recipes, 
plus a tasting of a healthy snack.

For this particular program, con-
tact Lisa Mills at lamills3@illinois.
edu or call 630-955-1123, ext. 16.

Giving DuPage Days (www.

givingdupageday.org) will run May 
1-3, which is “our biggest fundrais-
er of the year,” Lynott emphasized.

She said the main point of the ad-
ditional services is “trying to pro-
vide more resources” to The Out-
reach House guests.

“They’re going to get informa-
tion for these services that they 
didn’t know existed,” Lynott 
summed up.

The Outreach House, located 
at 805 S. Main St., Lombard, is 
open Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day from 9-11:45 a.m.; Wednes-
days from 5-6:45 p.m.; and on the 
third Saturday of each month from 
9-11:45 a.m. Plan to arrive 15 min-
utes before closing time.

Senior and veteran hours on 
Thursdays are noon to 1:45 p.m.

Municipalities covered include 
Lombard; Villa Park; Oak Brook; 
Oakbrook Terrace; Glendale 
Heights; Addison; most of Elm-
hurst; and York Township sections 
of Downers Grove, Glen Ellyn, 
Hinsdale and Westmont.

Visit theoutreachhouse.org for 
more information.
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847-217-9604 415739

17W580 BUTTERFIELD ROAD
OAKBROOK TERRACE

(Northeast corner of Butterfield at Summit)

Joe’s Tailor Shop

Expert
Alterations

Reasonable
Prices
HOURS:

Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Saturday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
CLOSED SUNDAY

433349

(630) 495-4477

S P R I N G
Get Your Wardrobe Ready For

WAYNE KANKOVSKY, 71
On October 3rd, 2023 Wayne Kan-

kovsky passed away at the age of 
71. He is survived by his wife of 45 
years, daughter, and many friends.

Born on February 13, 1952, Wayne 
was a beacon of love and ingenuity 
throughout his life. His unexpected 
departure leaves a legacy of warmth, 
passion, and dedication. 

Wayne and Gayle started their 
lives together in Warrenville, Illinois. 
They have lived in Lombard, Illinois, 
for the past 40 years.

Wayne was an esteemed recipient 
of the Kiwanis George F. Hixson 
Fellowship award, donated over 100 
units of blood, was the Nation Chief 
of the Illini Princess Nation, and was 
a Full Beard Santa.

He played the trombone with 
Swingset, Freenotes, Naperville Mu-
nicipal Band, Naperville Jazz Band, 
Addison Community Band and Lew-
is University Community Jazz En-
semble.

His involvement in community 
service spanned various roles, such 
as trustee of the Helen Plum Library, 
member of the YMCA Indian Trail-
blazers, and Lombard Swim Team. 
Wayne also volunteered for the 
Glenbard East Music Boosters and 
District 44 Music Parents.

A Celebration of Life for Wayne 
Kankovsky will be held Saturday, 
April 6th, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Lombard Community 
Building, 433 E St. Charles Road, 
Lombard, IL 60148.

FERNANDO G. LLAGUNO, 78
Fernando “Fred” G. Llaguno 

Jr., age 78, of Lombard. Beloved 
husband of Corynne Llaguno, nee 
Schmidt; loving father of Katie 
(Russ) Love and Carolyn (Daniel) 
Turner; dear son of the late Idalia, 
nee Villarreal, and the late Fernando 
G. Llaguno Sr.; devoted grandfather 
of Lauren and Jacob; fond brother 
of Mabel Llaguno and Eduardo (Te-
resa) Llaguno; uncle of many nieces 
and nephews.

Fernando loved spending time 
with his family. He was an avid Cubs 
fan and enjoyed Disney. Fernando 
worked as a pharmacist for 40 years. 
Afterwards, he worked at Creative 
Cards & Crafts in Villa Park.

Visitation was held Monday, April 
01, 2024, at Steuerle Chapel, 350 S. 
Ardmore Ave., Villa Park. Interment 
private. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials to 
The Salvation Army are appreciated. 

Funeral info: steuerlefh.com or 
(630) 832-4161.

Obituaries

AM Connect Friday, April 5
Visit with us the first Friday of 

the month for the monthly Lombard 
Chamber get together. This month 
we will learn the basics of how to use 
Artificial Intelligence technologies, 
how they will make your life easi-
er and what the benefits are to you 
and your business. See some real ex-
amples of how to use the ChatGPT, 
Bard, and other platforms that now 
use AI. Virginia Weiskopf, CEO of 
Weiskopf Consulting, will be leading 
this highly informative discussion. 
7:30-9 a.m.; Fairfield Inn & Suites, 
645 W. North Ave., Lombard. Visit 
lombardchamber.com for more in-
formation.

“The Wizard of Oz’ at 
Glenbard South April 11-13

The Wizard of Oz will be pre-
sented on April 11 and 12 at 7:30 
p.m. and on April 13 at 2 p.m. in the 
Glenbard South auditorium, 23W200 
Butterfield Road in Glen Ellyn. Tick-
ets are $12 and may be purchased at 
https://glenbardsouthhs.seatyourself.
biz or with cash or check at the door. 
Patrons should enter at Door 9 for 
the performances. For more informa-
tion or special seating arrangements 
please contact Jessica Keuth-Rahtjen 
at jessica_keuth-rahtjen@glenbard.
org or Stephanie Wallace at stepha-
nie_wallace@glenbard.org.

Village of Lombard Blood 
Drive April 16

The Village of Lombard will hold 

a blood drive Tuesday, April 16, 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Versiti 
blood drive bus parked on the low-
er level mall entrance by Von Maur, 
and from 1:30-7 p.m. at First Church 
of Lombard UCC, 220 S. Main St., 
Lombard. Donate blood and be en-
tered for a chance to win a pontoon 
boat. Appointments are encouraged 
but walk-ins are welcome. Contact 
bauerc@villageoflombard.org or vis-
it www.versiti/org/IL to sign up to 
donate.

Classical jazz group Zazz 
at the Maple Street 
Chapel April 14

Sunday, April 14, at 3 p.m. Zazz 
will present a classical/jazz concert 
that melds the genres of classical 
music and the jazz idiom. They cre-
atively interweave the music and 
create a unique energized sound. 
Grooves switch from swing to Latin 
to straight ahead. The versatile mu-
sicians switch from vocals to clari-
net or sax, arrange classic tunes and 
meld them into beautiful tapestries 
of sound. Admission is $20. To 
order tickets or for more informa-
tion, visit MapleStreetChapel.Org, 
where you can pay using PayPal 
or print a mail-in order form, or 
mail in a check payable to “Maple 
Street Chapel” to Ken Bohl, 213 W. 
Ash St., Lombard IL 60148-2505. 
Tickets will also be available at 
the door for check or cash payment 
only. The chapel is located at 200 
S. Main St., the corner of Main & 

Coming events
Maple, with parking available in 
the lots on west Maple Street. 

Funds raised by this concert sup-
port the preservation of the historic 
chapel.

Single Mothers 
Group to meet April 14

SHE Single Mothers Support 
Group Monthly meets on Sunday, 

April 14, 12:15 p.m., at Elmhurst 
Christian Reformed Church, 149 W. 
Brush Hill Road 60126. We offer a 
complimentary lunch for all who at-
tend, free child care (ages infants-12 
years), and support from other single 
mothers. Come hear our motivation-
al speaker. Topic: “Tips on Parenting 
Teens.”  RSVP to elmhurstcrc.org/
she.

The DuPage County Health De-
partment (DCHD) is reminding all 
residents to ensure they are up to date 
with their measles, mumps, and rubel-
la (MMR) vaccine to protect against 
measles due to recent cases in Chica-
go. 

Measles is a highly contagious vi-
ral infection and remains a significant 
public health concern. The good news 
is that measles is almost entirely pre-
ventable through vaccination. MMR 
vaccines are safe and highly effective, 
with two doses being 97 percent effec-

Residents  urged to stay up to date with MMR vaccine to prevent measles
tive against measles (one dose is 93 
percent effective). 

When more than 95 percent of 
people in a community are vaccinat-
ed most people are protected through 
community immunity (herd immuni-
ty).

“We strongly encourage all resi-
dents to check their vaccination status 
and ensure they are protected and have 
received the recommended doses of 
the MMR vaccine,” said Adam Fork-
er, executive director, DuPage County 
Health Department. “Vaccination not 
only safeguards individual health but 
also helps to safeguard the health of 
our entire community by preventing 
outbreaks of measles.” 

Measles can spread rapidly among 

individuals who are not vaccinated, 
particularly in settings where people 
gather closely, such as schools, child-
care facilities, and public events. By 
staying up to date with vaccinations, 
residents can reduce the risk of mea-
sles transmission and protect them-
selves and others from the potentially 
severe complications of the disease. 

According to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health’s School Vac-
cination Dashboard, during the 2022-
2023 school year, over 96 percent 
of school-aged children in DuPage 
County were protected against mea-
sles. DCHD emphasizes the impor-
tance of timely vaccination for indi-
viduals. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s (CDC) schedule 

for MMR vaccination states children 
should receive their first dose of the 
MMR vaccine between ages 12-15 
months and a second dose between 
ages 4-6 years. 

Teenagers and adults with no evi-
dence of immunity should get vacci-
nated as soon as possible. Many older 
adults have immunity against measles, 
since the majority of people born in 
the U.S. before 1957 are likely to have 
been infected naturally and therefore 
are presumed to be protected against 
measles, mumps, and rubella. 

If you don’t have presumptive im-
munity and are unsure whether you’ve 
been vaccinated, you should first try to 
find your vaccination records. If you 
do not have written documentation of 

MMR vaccine, you should get vacci-
nated. 

The MMR vaccine is safe, and there 
is no harm in getting another dose if 
you may already be immune to mea-
sles, mumps, or rubella. MMR vac-
cine is available at most clinics, medi-
cal provider’s offices, and pharmacies. 

DCHD provides the MMR vaccine 
to eligible children through the Vac-
cines for Children (VFC) program for 
children who do not have insurance, 
with insurance that does not cover 
immunizations, or children who are 
Medicaid eligible. 

For more information about mea-
sles or the MMR vaccine, residents 
can visit the CDC website at www.
cdc.gov/measles/index.html.
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Lombard police blotter
INFORMATION TAKEN FROM LOMBARD POLICE FILES

The Lombard Police Department 
announced the results of its recent St. 
Patrick’s Day enforcement campaign 
aimed at keeping impaired drivers 
off the roads and ensuring more peo-
ple buckle up and follow all traffic 
safety laws. 

During the enforcement period, 
between Friday, March 8, through 
Sunday, March 17, the Lombard Po-
lice Department issued the follow-
ing: 

• 32 speeding citations 
• 43 seat belt citations 
• 12 car seat citations 
• 17 distracted driving (cell phone) 

citations 

• 34 other citations (moving/
non-moving) 

• Four traffic-related arrests (no 
valid/suspended/revoked licenses) 

• One vehicle forfeiture 
“We strongly enforce traffic laws 

for one reason—to save lives,” said 
Police Sgt. Tom Balsitis. 

The Lombard Police Department 
joined forces with state and local 
law enforcement and highway safety 
partners for the St. Patrick’s Day en-
forcement campaign. 

The safety effort was funded by 
federal highway safety funds admin-
istered by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

The Lombard Police Department 
recently reported the following ar-
rests and citations. Persons charged 
with domestic battery are not named 
in order to protect the privacy of vic-
tims. 

Readers are reminded that an ar-
rest does not constitute a conviction, 
and that subjects are considered in-
nocent unless proven guilty in a court 
of law. Juveniles age 17 or younger 
are not named.

Domestic battery, disorderly 
conduct, domestic incident, 
dispute, disturbance
March 24

A complainant at Embassy Suites, 
707 E. Butterfield, reported a fight on 
several floors. Nothing was located. 
The occupants denied any issues.

A complainant at Hyatt Place, 
2340 S. Fountain Square, advised 
at 2:24 a.m. of seeing two subjects 
fighting. Officers located the two 
subjects but they were later released 
without charges.

March 22
A 49-year-old Chicago man was 

charged with two counts of domestic 
battery and possession of cannabis, 
and a 54-year-old Chicago woman 
was charged with DUI, failure to 
transfer registration/improper dis-
play of license plates, and no insur-
ance in the 800 block of E. 22nd at 
2:05 a.m.

March 21
A complainant at Last Chance, 100 

Yorktown, stated a woman verbally 
threatened to batter him outside the 
store.

March 20
A complainant in the 800 block of 

W. Foxworth reported at 4:20 a.m. 
that she was battered by a subject.

Employees at Glenn Westlake 
Middle School, 1514 S. Main, re-
ported a student made a suspicious, 
weapon-related post on social media.

DUI, DUI-drugs, transportation 
of open alcohol, possession 
of open alcohol, consumption 
of alcohol by a minor, selling 
alcohol to a minor
March 24

Eric Avila, 28, of Lombard, was 
charged with DUI in the 1100 block 
of S. Grace at 8:18 p.m. 

March 23
Andrew J. Kern, 33, of Downers 

Grove, was charged with DUI near 
Butterfield and Fairfield at 1:34 a.m.

March 22
Gerald Kates, 29, of Lombard, 

was charged with two counts of DUI, 
speeding, disobeying a traffic control 
device and no insurance near Main 
and Grove at 1:07 a.m. 

Keith Nanna, 45, of Lombard, was 
charged with DUI/hit and run in the 
300 block of W. St. Charles at 4:53 
p.m.

March 19
Richard J. Dutch, 31, of Villa Park, 

was charged with DUI in the 400 
block of E. North at 8:26 a.m.

Harassment, threats
March 23

A complainant in the 1-100 block 
of E. Ash stated at 1:18 a.m. that a 
subject was harassing him. 
March 21

A complainant at Helen Plum Li-
brary, 411 S. Main, stated he was ha-
rassed by a subject while at the library.

March 20
A complainant in the 200 block 

of E. Roosevelt advised at 8:43 a.m. 
that a male subject was outside of her 
building, and that she did not want 
any contact with him. An officer ad-
vised the subject that the complainant 
didn’t want any contact with him.

Identity theft, fraud, forgery 
According to information provided 

by the Lombard Police Department, 
police reported eight incidents of 
identity theft or fraud in which a vic-
tim’s identity was fraudulently used 
either to make charges on a credit 
card, open a business, bank or credit 
account, fraudulently deposit checks, 
alter a check, receive unemployment 
benefits—or a victim was convinced 
by a subject to deposit money into an 
account, send a check, or to buy gift 
cards. 

Road rage
March 21

A caller reported the driver of a 
Toyota Camry was weaving in and 
out of traffic and yelling at people 
near W. St. Charles and Route 53 at 
8:51 a.m. The area was checked, but 
the driver wasn’t located.

Suspicious incident
March 22

A complainant called the Lombard 
Police Department from a hospital, 
advising of a gunshot wound to the 
toe. The complainant stated he was 
robbed at a Shell gas station some-
where in Lombard. Police checked 
both locations; nothing suspicious 
was heard or observed. The com-
plainant became uncooperative.

March 20
Police said John Smolak, 73, of 

Lombard, was issued an ordinance 
violation for throwing dangerous ob-
jects in the 500 block of S. Fairfield 
at 1:57 p.m.

An employee at Bath and Body 
Works, 203 Yorktown, reported a 
subject described as a black male 
attempted to make a purchase with 
a fake $100 bill. The male took the 
bill back, entered the nearby PacSun 
clothing store and attempted to use 
the fake bill there.

Theft, burglary, attempted theft 
or burglary, forgery, deceptive 
practice, obstruction, robbery
March 23

A complainant in the 2000 block of 
S. Finley stated that a UPS package 
was stolen. 
March 21

A complainant in the 1300 block of 
S. Rebecca stated a delivered package 
had been stolen.

A victim in the 1000 block of S. 
Main stated her vehicle was burglar-
ized sometime between March 15 and 

March 18. A subject(s) attempted to 
cash one of her checks, but no money 
was lost.

March 20
A complainant at International Vil-

lage, 1300 S. Finley, reported at 10:23 
p.m. being held up at gunpoint while 
attempting to sell shoes to an un-
known black male during a Facebook 
Marketplace sale. 

A complainant in the 800 block of 
W. Foxworth advised an unknown 
suspect entered her vehicle and took 
a lanyard with her work keys on it, 
along with an ID.

A complainant in the 1600 block 
of S. Norbury reported a residential 
burglary with possible suspect infor-
mation.

March 19-March 20
A complainant in the 800 block of 

W. Foxworth reported someone en-
tered his vehicle without force and 
removed his wallet and its contents 
sometime during the above dates.

March 19
A complainant at a restaurant in the 

300 block of W. Roosevelt advised 
that a subject described as a white 
male stole chicken from the salad bar 
and threatened employees. The com-
plainant wanted the subject to be tres-
passed from the restaurant.

Retail theft
The Lombard Police Department 

reported the following incidents of 
retail theft or attempted retail theft 
that took place in the village between 
March 19 and March 25 at: Lids, 223 
Yorktown, at 5:27 p.m. March 19; 
Mariano’s, 345 W. Roosevelt, some-
time between 7:30 and 7:35 p.m. 
March 21; Mariano’s, 345 W. Roo-
sevelt, at 4:10 p.m. March 21; Jour-
neys, 144 Yorktown, at 11:07 a.m. 
March 22; and Target, 60 Yorktown, 
at 3:38 p.m. March 23.

March 23
Deonca, L. Jones, 30, of Chicago, 

was charged with retail theft, aggra-
vated battery to a police officer, ag-
gravated assault, obstructing ID and 
criminal damage to state supported 
property at Target, 60 Yorktown, at 
2:11 p.m.

Andre B. Oliviera, 35, of Ada, 
Michigan, was charged with retail 
theft at JCPenney, 175 Yorktown, at 
4:18 p.m.

Warrant arrest
March 22

Police said Jessica Ramirez Avila, 
39, of Lombard, was transported to 
the Lombard Police Department on an 
in-jurisdiction warrant from the 800 
block of W. Foxworth at 8:31 p.m.

Police said Derek Burns, 19, of 
Chicago, was transported to the Lom-
bard Police Department on an in-ju-
risdiction warrant from the 400 block 
of W. Roosevelt at 10:17 p.m.

March 20
Police said Javon Green, 25, of 

Maywood, was transported to the 
DuPage County Jail on a warrant at 
12:02 a.m.

DuPage County 
State’s Attorney 
Robert Berlin has 
announced that 
the second of two 
men charged with 
breaking into 
homes in Lom-
bard and Wheaton 
and shooting a 
homeowner in August 2020 has been 
sentenced 72 years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections (IDOC). 

Isaiah Johnson, 24, formerly of 
Blue Island, appeared at a sentencing 
hearing in front of Judge Margaret 
O’Connell, who handed down the 
sentence. On Aug. 2, 2023, Johnson 
entered a blind plea of guilty to one 
count of attempted murder (Class X 
felony) and one count of home inva-
sion (Class X felony). 

Judge O’Connell imposed a sen-
tence of 42 years for attempt mur-
der to be served at 85 percent and a 
consecutive sentence of 30 years for 
home invasion to be served at 50 per-
cent.

All told, Johnson will be required 
to serve 50.7 years before being 
eligible for parole. On March 18, 
Judge O’Connell sentenced John-
son’s co-defendant, Malik Pitts, 25, 
formerly of Broadview, to 60 years 
in the IDOC after Pitts had earlier 
entered a blind plea of guilty to one 
count of attempted murder, one count 
of home invasion and one count of 
attempted child pornography (Class 
2 felony). 

On Aug. 23, 2020, at approximate-
ly 5:04 a.m. Wheaton police officers 
responded to the 1700 block of E. 
Evergreen St. for a home invasion. 
Residents reported that they heard 
noises coming from outside. The 
homeowners exited the back door 
leaving the door unlocked. 

Once outside, the residents en-
countered Pitts and Johnson, at 
which time Johnson pointed a sil-
ver handgun at them as Pitts entered 
the residence through the back door. 
Shortly after Pitts entered the resi-
dence, Johnson, armed with the gun, 
directed the victims to walk towards 
the rear of the residence. 

Once inside, Pitts entered a bed-
room where two young girls and 
their grandmother were sleeping. 
Pitts then attempted to pull down the 

blanket, shorts and underwear of one 
of the girls. At this time the grand-
mother woke up and began speaking 
to Pitts at which time he struck her 
left cheek, ear and neck. The girls’ 
father entered the room and fought 
with Pitts. 

The men then fled the scene in a 
stolen vehicle. 

At approximately 5:22 a.m. the 
same morning, the Lombard Police 
Department responded to a call in the 
400 block of S. Highland Ave. for a 
home invasion and shooting that just 
occurred. 

In this case, the male homeowner 
was awoken by Pitts and Johnson in 
his living room with Johnson point-
ing a gun at him asking “Where’s 
the money?” Pitts then went to the 
upstairs bedroom where the mother 
and her daughter were sleeping in the 
same bed. 

Pitts ordered them to the main 
floor of the residence and then or-
dered the daughter to the basement 
and ordered her to remove her cloth-
ing. When the girl refused and fled, a 
physical struggle ensued between the 
father and Pitts. 

The struggle went into the back-
yard of the residence leaving John-
son with a gun behind them. 

During the struggle, Johnson fired 
multiple gunshots, one striking the 
father in the chest and one into the 
family car. The gunshot that hit the 
father went through him and ulti-
mately struck Pitts as well. Johnson 
and Pitts then fled the scene in the 
same stolen vehicle driven by a third 
co-defendant, Keytori Jackson. 

Jackson has been sentenced to 14 
years for her role in the matter. 

“The shockingly violent behavior 
of Mr. Johnson and Mr. Pitts violated 
the sanctity of their victims’ homes,” 
Berlin said. “We all deserve to feel 
safe and secure in our homes and 
crimes such as those committed by 
these two defendants shroud entire 
communities under a blanket of fear 
and anxiety, leaving residents wor-
ried about their own personal safe-
ty. The sentences levied by Judge 
O’Connell against both men, sends 
the strong message that in DuPage 
County, we value public safety and 
anyone who threatens the safety of 
our communities will pay a signifi-
cant price.”

Second of two Cook County men 
accused of home invasions in Lombard 
and Wheaton sentenced to 72 years

Isaiah Johnson

Lombard Police Department announces 
St. Patrick’s Day enforcement results
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Dr. Kelly talks straight about sciatica
Are you suffering from back pain or 

sciatica? Then it’s likely your biggest 
problem is pain. But there’s another 
major problem: bad information.

To end sciatica misery you must 
have the right information. Pay close 
attention because local doctor Kelly 
Synowiec-Moroney DC is going to 
destroy sciatica myths and give you the 
facts.

MYTH: Sciatica will just “go away” 
with some rest.

FACT: If you are dealing with back 
pain, buttock pain or leg pain, then you 
must seek help from a doctor who is 
knowledgeable in sciatica immediately. 
Left untreated, sciatica can lead to 
permanent nerve damage - and lifelong 
pain.

MYTH: Pain is the only problem 
associated with sciatica.

FACT: In severe cases, sciatica can 
lead to the inability to control your bowels 
or bladder - leading to embarrassing 
situations.

MYTH: You must take pain 
medications to deal with sciatica.

FACT: Drugs like muscle relaxants, 
pain killers, narcotics, antidepressants, 
and anti-seizure medications have serious 
potential side-effects and do not cure the 
root cause of sciatica.

MYTH: “I must have done something 
wrong to get sciatica.”

FACT: Physical work or simply sitting 
at a desk for long periods can lead to 
sciatica. Accidents and trauma can also be 
the culprits. Pregnancy can cause sciatica. 

Sciatica can affect anyone - including 
super-fit celebrities like Tiger Woods, 
Sylvester Stallone, and British Olympic 
medallist Ian Wynne.

MYTH: Stop exercising and get 
several weeks of bed rest to overcome 
sciatica.

FACT: Staying active can help to 
relieve sciatic pain and prevent the pain 
getting worse. Staying inactive in bed 
could be the worst advice - based on a 
recent study in the Netherlands.

MYTH: Sciatica requires surgery.
FACT: NO! There’s been a huge 

breakthrough in the treatment of 
sciatica and lower back pain. It’s a new 
procedure called Non-Surgical Re-
Constructive Spinal Care. The excellent 
results from this treatment have been 
published in major medical journals. 
Success rates are up to 88%.

MYTH: “There’s nothing anyone can 
really do. I’m just stuck with this for the 
rest of my life.”

FACT: With the correct treatment from 
a healthcare professional who specialises 
in sciatica, you can find relief from the 
core cause - and the symptoms.

MYTH: Getting Sciatica properly 
diagnosed is expensive.

FACT: Not true. We are currently 
offering an initial consultation right here 
in Elmhurst for Just $43.

We have helped over 1,483 patients 
find relief from agonising back 
pain and sciatica. We are one of the 
first places to use Non-Surgical Re-

Constructive Spinal Care.
This procedure does not require a 

hospital stay. The focus is on finding - and 
correcting - the original cause of the back 
pain and sciatica.

According to Dr. Kelly, “We use 
a combination of ultra-advanced 
technology, not found elsewhere in the 
region, for precisely diagnosing the cause 
of your low back pain and sciatica. This 
means superior long-term results for most 
people.”

Because the treatment is non-surgical, 
safe, and easy, most patients report an 
almost immediately relief from their back 
pain.

Patient Jeff P. from Berwyn wrote, “My 
back pain was unbearable but the worst 
thing was the searing burning pain I felt 
in my buttock and leg... my wife insisted 
I see doctor Dr. Kelly. I’m 95% better in 
just a couple of weeks.”

Take the Next Step - END the 
Suffering... Initial Consultation Just $43

Call 630-941-8733 to schedule your 
appointment. Mention this article (CODE: 
IND43SCS12)

Only 100 reader consultations are 
available at this exclusively discounted 
rate.

Call her office now and get a full and 
thorough examination to pinpoint the 
cause of your problem for just $43.

You can even call on the weekend as 
there is always a staff member ready to 
assist you. During the week they are very 
busy, so if they don’t pick up straight 
away do leave a message.

Call me at 630-941-8733 
and let me take care of 

your sciatica!

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

Girl Scout troop makes donations to Lombard Fire Department 
Girl Scout Troop 56348 of Lombard, which is based out of Madison Elementa-

ry School and consists of 14 third-graders, recently wrapped up its cookie-selling 
season. This year, Troop 56348 took its donation money from the cookie sales and 

converted it into donations to the Lombard Fire Department. After the girls earned 
their First Aid badge, Troop 56348 presented the firefighters with 60 donated boxes 
of cookies to show its appreciation.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE
March with the park district!Sign up at BvilleParks.org/Libertyfest

JULY 4 SWIM
Noon-5 p.m. | July 4Bensenville Water Park

Register in advance by calling 630-766-7015.  
438525
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KATE DRURY
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I would          to help!
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The Village of Villa Park observed Arbor Day with a tree planting on Friday, April 30. Pictured (left to 
right) at the tree planting at the village’s Franklin Park, located at 218 N. Third Ave., are: Villa Park Village 
Trustee Christine Murphy, Justin Shlensky—chair of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commis-
sion, Margaret Schiefer—a member of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commission, Villa Park 
Village Trustee Cheryl Tucker, Villa Park Village President Albert Bulthuis, Villa Park Village Trustee (and 
Village President-Elect) Nick Cuzzone and Leslie Allison-Seei—chair of the Villa Park Community Pride 
Commission. Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday of each April. The National Arbor Day Foundation 
has recognized Villa Park with Tree City USA designation for 36 straight years. To receive that recogni-
tion, a community must have a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, a comprehensive com-
munity forestry program and an Arbor Day observance.

Federal judge sets trial date for State Sen. Tom Cullerton--Page 4

Arbor Day in Villa Park
Freshman Lindsey Rugg of the Willowbrook softball team is pictured while at-

tempting to score a run during Friday’s game at Downers Grove South. Rugg tried 
to score from second base on a single by sophomore Katelyn Cox in the top of 
the second inning, when the game was tied at 2-2. Downers Grove South’s catcher 
tagged Rugg out at home plate for the third out of the inning. The Mustangs went 
on to defeat the Warriors 7-3 in the West Suburban Gold Conference contest. Wil-

lowbrook rebounded from Friday’s loss to post an 11-2 win in Saturday’s game at 
Hinsdale Central. The Warriors bashed three home runs in the second inning of Sat-
urday’s non-conference battle against the Red Devils of the West Suburban Silver 
Conference. Senior Annemarie Knudtson, freshman Isabella Dugo and sophomore 
Kayleigh Dennison provided the home runs. Dennison (No. 5) is pictured in the 
background of the above photo. For more about the Warriors, see page 14.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Play at the plate

630-514-9961
kdrury@atproperties.com
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Graduation day 
at Willowbrook
Willowbrook High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commencement with two 

separate ceremonies in the school’s main gymnasium on Sunday morning. The en-
tire class includes over 470 students. About half of those students attended the 

ceremony that began at 9 a.m. The others participated in the ceremony that started 
at 11 a.m. The photo shows members of the Willowbrook Senior Choir performing 
during the day’s first service. For more photos, see Page 4.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Villa Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801 held its Memorial Day service on Monday morn-
ing at Cortesi Veterans Memorial Park. Post Commander Jim Blankshain is pictured bowing his head as 
Willowbrook High School students Lily Hendrickson and Anna Seelbach sound taps at the end of the 
ceremony. The post’s 2020 Memorial Day event was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
year’s observance included a reading of the names of the Post 2801 members who have recently died. 
That list included World War II veteran Charles “Sid” Bergh, who served as the master of ceremonies 
of the post’s annual Memorial Day service for several years. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, Bergh died in 
October 2020. He was 94 years old. Bergh was the post’s last surviving World War II veteran.

Memorial Day in Villa Park
CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review
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Departing Mariners
The Villa Park Mariners recognized their six departing “senior” swimmers during Saturday’s meet against 

Hanover Park at Jefferson Pool. Pictured left to right at the end of the meet—Villa Park’s final home meet of 
the season—are: (front row) Grace Roscoe, Caitlin O’Connor, Harper Conboy and Gabby Knudtson; (back 
row) Alexander Dean and Simon Luedtke. All six of the pictured Mariners are members of Willowbrook High 
School’s Class of 2023. Roscoe, who has been with the Mariners for seven years, will attend the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. O’Connor, who spent 11 years with the Mariners, and Knudtson, who’s been a Mariner 
for seven years, will both attend Illinois State University. Conboy, who has been a member of the Mariners 
for 10 years, and Luedtke, who’s been with the team for six years, will both attend College of DuPage. Dean, 
who’s been with the Mariners for 11 years, will attend the Milwaukee School of Engineering. Villa Park beat 
Hanover Park 372-205 in Saturday’s meet to improve its season record to 2-4. The Mariners will finish their 
eight-meet regular season with this week’s meet in Wood Dale and a meet in Roselle on July 8.
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DuPage County 
State’s Attorney 
Robert Berlin and 
Villa Park Chief 
of Police Michael 
Rivas announced 
that bond has 
been set for a 
Florida man ac-
cused of leading 
police on a high-speed chase. 

Omar Castro, 22, appeared at a 
bond hearing where Judge Michael 
Reidy set bond at $100,000.

Castro is charged with two counts 
of aggravated fleeing and eluding a 
police officer (Class 4 felony) and 
multiple misdemeanor and petty 
traffic offenses including two counts 
of aggravated speeding in a con-
struction zone, reckless driving and 
driving while license suspended, all 
Class A misdemeanors. 

On Thursday, June 22 at approx-
imately 8:28 p.m., an Elmhurst po-
lice officer responded to a call of a 
stolen motor vehicle near Route 83 
and North Avenue. It is alleged that 

when the officer located the vehi-
cle, later determined to be driven by 
Castro, Castro put his car in reverse 
and proceeded southbound on Route 
83. It is alleged that as the officer 
pursued, Castro reached speeds of 
approximately 107 mph in a 45-mph 
zone and disobeyed three traffic 
lights. 

It is alleged that near 16th Street, 
Castro completed a U-turn and con-
tinued driving northbound on Route 
83 reaching speeds of approximate-
ly 100 mph in a 35-mph construc-
tion zone, at which time the pursu-
ing officer lost sight of the vehicle. 

A short time later, the vehicle 
was located abandoned in a school 
parking lot. Officers responded to 
the school parking and at approx-
imately 8:42 p.m., located Castro 
approximately one block away from 
the school. He was then taken into 
custody after a brief struggle with 
the officers. 

Castro’s next court appearance is 
scheduled July 27 for arraignment 
in front of Judge Telander. 

Omar Castro

Florida man 
charged with 
leading police on 
high-speed chase
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‘Joe the Barber’ honored by Village
Joe Benedetti, known as “Joe the Barber,” recently retired after 50 years of serving the Addison 

community. The owner of Joe’s Hair Styling Unisex at 611 W. Lake Street was honored by the Village 
of Addison at a Board meeting on Monday, June 5, where he received a Proclamation in honor of his 
50 years in business. Nearly 100 community members attended the meeting to congratulate him.
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Celebrating all things Warhol

STAFF REPORT
No arrests have been made as of 

press time in connection with a mass 
shooting at a strip mall in unincorpo-
rated DuPage County near Willow-
brook early Sunday morning, June 
18, the day designated as Juneteenth. 

The DuPage County Sheriff’s 
Office said an unknown number of 
suspects fired multiple rounds from 

multiple weapons into a large crowd 
at around 12:30 a.m. during a gather-
ing to commemorate Juneteenth held 
in the parking lot at the mall, located 
near Honeysuckle Lane and Route 
83. 

Approximately 23 people were 
wounded by gunfire. Victims were 
taken to hospitals in DuPage, Cook 
and Will counties. One man, iden-

County sheriff investigating Juneteenth shooting incident
One killed, 23 wounded; deceased victim was father of two

tified as 31-year-old father of two 
Reggie Meadows, died after suffer-
ing a gunshot wound to the abdomen.  

Deputy Chief Eric Swanson of the 
DuPage County Sheriff’s Office said 
in a news conference Sunday, June 
18 that at least two other victims 
were in critical condition. 

“The motive behind this incident 
is unclear,” Swanson said. “This is 
still an active investigation.” 

“We are working around the clock 
to bring those responsible to justice,” 
the sheriff’s office said in a recent 
post on Twitter, urging anyone with 
information to call 630-407-2343. 

The Juneteenth celebration started 
at around 6 p.m. Saturday, June 17. 
According to the Daily Herald, DuP-
age County Sheriff’s deputies had 
been monitoring the celebration, but 
responded to a 911 call of a fight that 
had broken out nearby. 

While deputies were investigating 
that call, they heard gunshots and 

returned immediately to the celebra-
tion.  

“Out of nowhere, there was a ma-
jor gunfight for like 30 seconds,” 
eyewitness Bartosz Majerczyk told 
ABC 7 Eyewitness News. “I’d say, 
60 plus rounds. You could tell it was 
two different groups of people shoot-
ing at each other.” 

Another witness, who said she was 
at the celebration, told ABC 7 Eye-
witness News “everybody started 
running” when the gunfire erupted. 

“There was a man,” she said. “He 
fell on top of me. He had a gunshot 
wound to his leg. It was like some-
thing you can’t imagine.” 

In a statement, Governor JB Pritz-
ker said he is closely monitoring the 
shooting. 

“Gathering for a holiday celebra-
tion should be a joyful occasion, not 
a time when gunfire erupts and fami-
lies are forced to run for safety,” Gov. 
Pritzker said. “As I’ve said time and 

time again, gun violence is a public 
health emergency in this country and 
I remain committed to banning these 
dangerous weapons and making our 
state safer for everyone.” 

Meadows was described as a “de-
voted father whose life was tragical-
ly taken from us amidst a Juneteenth 
celebration” on a GoFundMe page 
set up to provide support to his two 
young children, RJ and Gabby.  

Meadows was “a beacon of love 
and strength, who fell victim to a 
devastating crossfire incident that 
shattered the peace and joy of what 
should have been a day of celebra-
tion.

“Amidst the chaos, Reggie tragi-
cally lost his life, leaving an indelible 
mark of grief on his family and com-
munity. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the other victims who were 
injured, as we mourn the loss of 
Reggie, a remarkable individual who 
touched the lives of many.” 

As many museums are celebrating Andy Warhol and his legacy of pop art, 
the Elmhurst Artists’ Guild hosted reception for its Inspired By Warhol exhibit, a 
juried exhibition based on the works of Andy Warhol on display through Friday, 

July 28. Pictured are (from left): Daley Wangler, Reilly Costello, Katy Costello, 
whose works were on display in the exhibit, Allison Haas and Katie Fox. Info: 
elmhurstartmuseum.org.
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Gather with us for 
weekend worship!

Saturdays 5 p.m.
Sundays 8:30 and 11 a.m.

Education Hour between services at 9:45 a.m.

Handicapped accessible and hearing loop enabled
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St. Timothy Evangelical
Lutheran Church

547 N. Main St., Lombard, IL 60148
630-627-2435

Lent and Easter Services
at 7 p.m.

“The Crucial Hours”
Second Lenten Service March 9, 2022
Rev. David Ernest “Satan Has Asked to Sift All of You”
Jerusalem Lutheran, Morton Grove Matthew 27:15-26

Third Lenten Service March 16, 2022
Rev. Paul Spaude “What to Remember When Your are
St. Matthews, Niles Seized with Remorse”
 Matthew 27:3-4

Fourth Lenten Service March 23, 2022
Rev. Jonathan Bergemann “I Will Keep the Passover”
Good Shepherd, Downers Grove Matthew 26:18

Fifth Lenten Service March 30, 2022
Rev. Tom Nicholson “They Bound Him”
Resurrection, Aurora John 18:12

Sixth Lenten Service April 6, 2022
Rev. Phil Schupmann “The Semblance of Legality”
Resurrection, Aurora Luke 22:66

  
Maundy Thursday Communion 7 p.m., April 14

Good Friday Tenebrae 7 p.m., April 15

Easter Sunrise 6:30 a.m., April 17

Easter Breakfast 8 a.m., April 17

Easter Festival 10:15 a.m., April 17

Sunday Worship at 10:15 am
Sunday School & Bible Study 9 am

Wednesday Service at  7pm
Ladies Bible Fellowship Mondays at 6:30 pm

Saturday, April 27 Game Night at 4 pm

Everyone is Welcome!
All services are live streamed.

Watch on our website or on Facebook.
sainttimothy.org
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Sunday Worship at 9:45 AM
Come worship with us!

300 East Belden Avenue, Elmhurst, IL 60126
www.ODMFellowship.Org
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Worship Services

Directory

Visitation Catholic Church 
779 S. York Street 

Elmhurst, IL 
630�834�6700

www.visitationparish.org 

Weekend Masses: 
Saturday: 4 PM (Vigil)  
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 AM and 6 PM 

Daily Masses: 
Monday—Friday: 6:15 and 8:15 AM 
Saturday: 8:15 AM 

Confessions: 
Saturday:  3�3:45PM 
Sunday: 5�5:45 PM  

Adoration: 
Available in Our Lady Mother of the  
Eucharist Chapel 24/7 

Stations of the Cross:  
Fridays during Lent at 7 PM 4

5
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By Cole Longcor
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Two bills that would regulate bat-

tery disposal and storage are await-
ing action from the full Illinois 
Senate after unanimous committee 
approval.  

Senate Bill 3481, sponsored by 
Sen. Sara Feigenholtz, D-Chicago, 
would require facilities that store 
electric vehicle batteries to register 
with the Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency by February 2026. 
The state’s Pollution Control Board 
would set the regulations for the 

proper storage of EV batteries. 
IEPA Deputy Director James Jen-

nings said the change “parallels” a 
state program for used tires. 

“The primary distinction is that 
there are going to be some battery 
storage locations that don’t accept 
tires,” he said. “And historically 
speaking, those have been the sites 
that have been more prone to fires,” 
he said. 

Sen. Sue Rezin, R-Morris, said 

Bills in state Senate would further regulate battery storage and disposal
she had concerns about fire safety as 
lithium batteries were the cause of a 
fire in Morris on June 29, 2021. The 
fire prompted intervention from the 
United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

Witnesses who testified at a com-
mittee hearing on the bills earlier this 
month said registered and regulated 
facilities practicing proper storage 
procedures would limit the risk of 
fires.

Senate Bill 3686, sponsored by 
Sen. Dave Koehler, D-Peoria, would 
require battery producers and import-
ers to implement an IEPA approved 
battery stewardship plan starting in 
2026. Retailers would be encour-
aged—but not required—to serve as 
collection facilities.

The plan would regulate the dis-
posal, storage and recycling of cer-
tain removable batteries and portable 
batteries. The bill applies to most 
types of batteries, with some excep-
tions. These include liquid electro-
lyte batteries and lead-acid batteries, 
like those used in cars. 

It would also regulate “medi-
um-format” batteries, which in-
clude certain batteries based on their 
weight and watt-hours.  

Producers would be responsible 
for implementing the program, with 
the IEPA approving and monitoring 
the plans. Under the bill a $100,000 

annual fee would be imposed on the 
producers. 

“The main responsibility is with 
the producers,” Koehler said in an 
interview. “But there’s also respon-
sibilities that retailers have. So, if 
you’re involved in selling these bat-
teries, then you also have commit-
ment to being able to recycle those.”

Koehler said that the fee is intend-
ed to cover the agency expenses but 
could be used to start community 
battery recycling centers in the fu-
ture. The ability to recycle materi-
als from the returned batteries could 
help offset the program costs to pro-
ducers. Producers and retailers are 
prohibited from charging consumers 
a point-of-sale fee to cover program 
costs.

“We need to take and mine out 
the useful ingredients, the minerals 
that that make up batteries, and just 
make sure that they don’t end up in 
the landfills,” Koehler said in an in-
terview.

Christina Seibert, the executive 
director of the Solid Waste Agency 
of Northern Cook County, said col-
lection facilities would be within 15 
miles of most residents. She also said 
that mail back programs could be in-
cluded in collection plans. Storage 
and recycling locations would be 
determined in each stewardship plan 
and approved by the IEPA.

Measures 
passed 

committee 
unanimously
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Montini Catholic High School’s Class of 2019 valedictorian—Olivia Herrmann (left)—who is now a 
teacher at the school, and her mother—Montini Parent Club President Maria Herrmann (right)—took part 
in the annual Maroon and Gold Gala, which was held at the school last month. Both are from Lombard.

Montini Catholic High School 
recently celebrated its 33rd annu-
al benefit auction, the Maroon and 
Gold Gala.

The event, themed “Empower-
ing & Inspiring Tomorrow’s Lead-
ers,” was celebrated at the Lombard 
school.

Parents, alumni and friends cel-
ebrated Montini’s 58th year of La-
sallian education, enjoying raffles, 
games and music in the process.

“Whether you’re an alum, a cur-
rent parent, an alum parent, a board 
member, a faculty or staff member, 
or one of our friends, your presence 
at this important event is incred-
ibly meaningful and impactful to 
our students—and that’s the reason 
you’re here,” said school President 
Kevin Beirne. “The success of our 
fundraising events, most signifi-
cantly, the Maroon and Gold Gala, 
play an important role in provid-
ing us with the financial resources 
necessary to continue growing and 
enhancing the Montini Catholic ex-
perience.”

Proceeds from the Maroon and 
Gold Gala and Champions Club 
$20,000 Raffle help to power the 
academic, spiritual, extracurricular, 
and service learning programs that 
make the Montini experience an im-
pactful one.

Beirne also offered a special 
thank-you to all Bronco donors, 
sponsors, and underwriters who 
consistently support the gala.

“We know you have many phil-
anthropic options and your belief in 
our unique mission affirms the im-
portant work we do,” he said. 

The gala also honored four mem-
bers of the Bronco family for their 

contributions to the school’s suc-
cess. 

• The Faculty/Staff Dedication 
Award went to admissions director, 
head varsity football and wrestling 
coach, and Montini alumnus, Mike 
Bukovsky.

• The Loyalty Award went to 
Mike Manna, who currently serves 
as the vice-chairman of Montini 
Catholic’s Board of Directors. He 
is also a Development Committee 
member.

• Former teacher, coach, dean and 
assistant principal Kathy Filipiak 
was honored with the Leadership 
Award.

• Alumni parent Bob Rawski, 
owner of Diversified Print Group 
(Bloomingdale), took home the Sig-
num Fidei Award as a valued busi-
ness partner of Montini Catholic.

The evening included Monti-
ni Catholic’s much anticipated 
$20,000 Champions Club Raffle 
drawing, which is the school’s most 
anticipated raffle of the year.

This year, Montini gave away 
$25,000 in cash prizes, with 
$20,000 going to one lucky raffle 
ticket holder.

The Maroon and Gold Gala is the 
school’s largest fundraiser, with all 
proceeds benefiting academic, re-
ligious and community service en-
deavors. Each year, students volun-
teer to give back to the community 
through many community service 
projects including their Golden 
Gobbler Food Drive, Sophomore 
Day of Service, and Adopt-a-Fam-
ily events. Montini students also at-
tend service-oriented mission trips 
throughout the year to provide sup-
port and service.

Montini Catholic celebrates 
Lasallian education at annual 
Maroon and Gold Gala
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The 2021 Lilac Queen
Emmie Sathy was named Lombard’s 2021 Lilac Queen during Saturday 

afternoon’s coronation ceremony in Lilacia Park. She was one of five Lilac 
Princesses to take the stage at the beginning of the ceremony. She soon 
accepted the crown, sash and cape as this year’s Lilac Queen. This year’s 

coronation continued a tradition that began 91 years ago. Lombard’s first 
Lilac Queen was crowned in 1930. Queen Emmie is a senior at Glenbard East 
High School. She will attend Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 
More photos can be found inside this issue.
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Glenbard East High School held its Local Scholarship Awards Night last week. 
More than 40 members of the school’s Class of 2021 received scholarships 
during the May 13 celebration in Biester Auditorium. Scholarship donors usually 
attend the annual event, but safety mitigations limited attendance at this year’s 
service. Eight of the scholarship winners are pictured outside of the auditorium 

after the ceremony. Pictured (left to right) are: (front row) Emily Ryan, Dina Jova-
novic, Rocco Marcello, Tina Djordjevic and Sophia Heatley; (back row) Maddie 
Weltin, Lauren Huber and Kendall Crackel. Glenbard East’s Class of 2021 will cel-
ebrate its commencement with two ceremonies this Saturday in the school’s sta-
dium. The first ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. The second service starts at 1 p.m.

Scholarships presented 
at Glenbard East 

Local Scholarship 
Awards Night 

Graduation day 
at Glenbard East 

Glenbard East High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commence-
ment with Saturday’s two separate ceremonies in the school’s stadium. 
The first service began at 10 a.m. The second ceremony started at 1 p.m. 

This year’s graduating class at Glenbard East includes about 560 stu-
dents. Several of the graduates are pictured at the end of Saturday’s first 
service.
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Sebastian’s Ale 
and Whiskey 
House helps 

raise over 
$13,000 
for Adopt 
A Solider 
at annual 
Veterans 

Suicide/PTSD 
Awareness 
fundraiser

Sebastian’s Ale and Whiskey House, 801 E. Roosevelt, Lombard—with 
the help of many generous individuals, businesses, event staff/crew, and 
the incredible community—raised $13,848 at its recently held third annual 
Veterans Suicide/PTSD Awareness fundraiser. The funds go to support 
Adopt A Soldier—a 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to lift morale 

and support the welfare of active members and veterans of the United 
States armed forces, their immediate families and the immediate families of 
deceased veterans. Presenting the check to Sue Wackerlin (middle), founder 
of Adopt A Soldier, are Tammy Hendrickson (left) and Johanna Marks (right), 
who organized the event. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Lombardian
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These youngsters took part in the Kids Race portion of the 4 on the 4th race that takes place every 
year on 4th of July near Elmhurst University.

DuPage 
County 
State’s 
Attorney 
Robert Berlin 
and DuPage 
County 
Sheriff James 
Mendrick 
announced 
that bond has 
been set for Christine Brocious, 
36, of Chicago Ridge. 

Brocious is charged with 
one count of aggravated DUI 
causing death (Class 2 felony) 
and two counts of aggravated 
DUI causing great bodily harm 
(Class 4 felony) stemming from 
a June 29 crash that claimed 
the life of another motorist, 
25-year-old Jorgo Cukali 
and severely injured Jorgo’s 
30-year-old sister, Nastika 
Cukali, who was a passenger in 
his vehicle. 

Brocious appeared at a bond 
hearing where Judge Daniel 
Guerin set bond at $1.5 million 
with 10 percent to apply.

On June 29 at approximately 
11:30 p.m., DuPage County 
Sheriff deputies responded to 
unincorporated Winfield at 
Mack and Winfield Roads for 

Christine
Brocious

See CRASH, Page 4
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The Village of Villa Park observed Arbor Day with a tree planting on Friday, April 30. Pictured (left to 
right) at the tree planting at the village’s Franklin Park, located at 218 N. Third Ave., are: Villa Park Village 
Trustee Christine Murphy, Justin Shlensky—chair of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commis-
sion, Margaret Schiefer—a member of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commission, Villa Park 
Village Trustee Cheryl Tucker, Villa Park Village President Albert Bulthuis, Villa Park Village Trustee (and 
Village President-Elect) Nick Cuzzone and Leslie Allison-Seei—chair of the Villa Park Community Pride 
Commission. Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday of each April. The National Arbor Day Foundation 
has recognized Villa Park with Tree City USA designation for 36 straight years. To receive that recogni-
tion, a community must have a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, a comprehensive com-
munity forestry program and an Arbor Day observance.

Federal judge sets trial date for State Sen. Tom Cullerton--Page 4

Arbor Day in Villa Park
Freshman Lindsey Rugg of the Willowbrook softball team is pictured while at-

tempting to score a run during Friday’s game at Downers Grove South. Rugg tried 
to score from second base on a single by sophomore Katelyn Cox in the top of 
the second inning, when the game was tied at 2-2. Downers Grove South’s catcher 
tagged Rugg out at home plate for the third out of the inning. The Mustangs went 
on to defeat the Warriors 7-3 in the West Suburban Gold Conference contest. Wil-

lowbrook rebounded from Friday’s loss to post an 11-2 win in Saturday’s game at 
Hinsdale Central. The Warriors bashed three home runs in the second inning of Sat-
urday’s non-conference battle against the Red Devils of the West Suburban Silver 
Conference. Senior Annemarie Knudtson, freshman Isabella Dugo and sophomore 
Kayleigh Dennison provided the home runs. Dennison (No. 5) is pictured in the 
background of the above photo. For more about the Warriors, see page 14.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review
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Graduation day 
at Willowbrook
Willowbrook High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commencement with two 

separate ceremonies in the school’s main gymnasium on Sunday morning. The en-
tire class includes over 470 students. About half of those students attended the 

ceremony that began at 9 a.m. The others participated in the ceremony that started 
at 11 a.m. The photo shows members of the Willowbrook Senior Choir performing 
during the day’s first service. For more photos, see Page 4.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Villa Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801 held its Memorial Day service on Monday morn-
ing at Cortesi Veterans Memorial Park. Post Commander Jim Blankshain is pictured bowing his head as 
Willowbrook High School students Lily Hendrickson and Anna Seelbach sound taps at the end of the 
ceremony. The post’s 2020 Memorial Day event was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
year’s observance included a reading of the names of the Post 2801 members who have recently died. 
That list included World War II veteran Charles “Sid” Bergh, who served as the master of ceremonies 
of the post’s annual Memorial Day service for several years. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, Bergh died in 
October 2020. He was 94 years old. Bergh was the post’s last surviving World War II veteran.

Memorial Day in Villa Park
CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

InsIde:

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Villa Park Review

Villa Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801 held its an-
nual Fourth of July Parade last week. The parade, which began at 
10 a.m., took place in warm and sunny conditions. The honor guard 
from Naval Station Great Lakes led off the parade. The honor guard 
is shown (top left) while proceeding west on Central Boulevard near 
Harvard Avenue. Other parade participants included Willowbrook 
High School’s marching band (left), along with Villa Park Village 
President Nick Cuzzone (above), who, like many other parade par-
ticipants, distributed candy to young spectators.
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DuPage 
County 
State’s 
Attorney 
Robert Berlin 
and DuPage 
County 
Sheriff James 
Mendrick 
announced 
that bond has 
been set for Christine Brocious, 
36, of Chicago Ridge. 

Brocious is charged with 
one count of aggravated DUI 
causing death (Class 2 felony) 
and two counts of aggravated 
DUI causing great bodily harm 
(Class 4 felony) stemming from 
a June 29 crash that claimed 
the life of another motorist, 
25-year-old Jorgo Cukali 
and severely injured Jorgo’s 
30-year-old sister, Nastika 
Cukali, who was a passenger in 
his vehicle. 

Brocious appeared at a bond 
hearing where Judge Daniel 
Guerin set bond at $1.5 million 
with 10 percent to apply.

On June 29 at approximately 
11:30 p.m., DuPage County 
Sheriff deputies responded to 
unincorporated Winfield at 
Mack and Winfield Roads for 

Christine
Brocious

See CRASH, Page 4

Woman 
charged with 
aggravated DUI 
in deadly crash 

Crash killed one, 
severely injured 

another who 
subsequently died

SUBMITTED PHOTO Bensenville Independent

These parade-goers are ready to step off with this Bensenville Park District float, which appeared in 
the Wood Dale LibertyFest Parade. More photos inside.

Village joins
LibertyFest Parade
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Call 630.866.3948
or visit beaconhilllombard.com

MAKE EVERYDAY 
AN ADVENTURE

Ever wanted to master your short game? Or take 
up painting? Or simply relax knowing your future 
is secure with Life Care? At Beacon Hill, we take 
care of the day-to-day, so you always look forward 
to tomorrow. Discover your next home in a senior 
living community full of open doors.

AT BEACON HILL,  
THE WORLD IS YOURS

INDEPENDENT LIVING  |  SKILLED NURSING  |  REHABILITATION 2400 S. FINLEY ROAD, LOMBARD, IL 60148
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Lung cancer awareness
Roughly 25 people showed up for a white ribbon-build event on Thursday, 

March 14, at Radonova in Lombard. The White Ribbon Project was co-founded 
by Heidi Nafman-Onda and her husband, Dr. Pierre Onda, to promote lung cancer 
awareness and also to educate the public about radon gas. “These ribbons, over 
100 of them, were distributed today to Radon professionals, representing Midwest 
AARST,” according to Nafman-Onda after the event. “They were incredibly sup-

portive, raising their ribbons high to help spread the word to communities across 
the Midwest.” She also narrated that “Many of them know people suffering with 
lung cancer, and plan to give them to those people and their caregivers. Some are 
going to display them in their offices or homes or on Zoom calls where they can 
reach people far and wide.” See photos and additional information in the March 
21 Lombardian.



Thursday, April 4, 2024      Rock Valley Publishing        Page 13

BETTER 
HEARING EVENT!
April 15th - April 18th

CALL 1-888-387-3068

CODE: GB457763 

Join Us!

FREE In-Store Demonstrations • Individual Consultations
Opportunity to Test the Latest Technologies

BETTER HEARING EVENT SAVINGS PACKAGE
 BUY ONE, GET ONE Receive a 

FREE* $20 
Gift Card 

  $595when you complete a

FREE** 
Hearing Evaluation!

NOW ONLY!

50% OFF
GENIUS™ Technology
One coupon per purchase. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME 

Level 2 Solutions when first aid is purchased at regular list price, excluding rechargeable 
products. Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 04/18/2024.

Prescription Hearing Aids
One coupon offer per patient. Valid on MEMINI Solution 1 only, one aid only. Expires 04/18/2024.

VILLA PARK
100 E. Roosevelt Rd., Ste. 19

meoffer.me/villapark

100% FINANCING APPROVAL†  12 MOS INTEREST FREE FINANCING†

WE HAVE AFFORDABLE FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH APRIL 30TH

OR

*Once you complete your hearing test, you will receive an email from our third-party supplier with the opportunity to choose a gift card from the available retailers. Please note gift cards are not supplied at your hearing test. Limit one card per customer. Must be 55 or older. Must not have been tested or made a purchase 
in the last 6 months. While supplies last. Expires 04/18/2024. **Hearing test is always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only, not a medical exam. †See store for details on available financing and benefit options.
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Inquire about our private party luncheons for Memorials, Corporate Meetings,
Graduations, Confirmations, Weddings & Baptisms

$150 OFF
On Full Slab

of Ribs
Pick Up or Delivery Only • One Coupon Per Visit

Please Mention Coupon When Ordering
Not valid with any other coupons, offers, or 

including Royalty reward points
Not Valid In Dining Room

Expires April 11, 2024

Roberto’s Ristorante
& Pizzeria

$100 OFF
On 14”, 16” or 18” 

Pizza
Pick Up or Delivery Only • One Coupon Per Visit

Please Mention Coupon When Ordering
Not valid with any other coupons, offers, or 

including Royalty reward points
Not Valid In Dining Room

Expires April 11, 2024

Roberto’s Ristorante
& Pizzeria

FREE
2 Liter of Soda

with $25 Purchase or More
Pick Up or Delivery Only • One Coupon Per Visit

Please Mention Coupon When Ordering
Not valid with any other coupons, offers, or 

including Royalty reward points
Not Valid In Dining Room

Expires April 11, 2024

Roberto’s Ristorante
& Pizzeria

$100 OFF
On 14”, 16” or 18” 

Pizza
Pick Up or Delivery Only • One Coupon Per Visit

Please Mention Coupon When Ordering
Not valid with any other coupons, offers, or 

including Royalty reward points
Not Valid In Dining Room

Expires April 11, 2024

Roberto’s Ristorante
& Pizzeria 45
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Open 7 Days A Week M-Th. 11am-10pm • Fri. 11am-11pm • Sat. 12pm-11pm • Sun. 12pm-10pm

Roberto’s Pizzeria 
Established in 1962

FAST DELIVERY AND CARRY OUT SERVICE
483 SPRING ROAD, ELMHURST • 630-279-8474 • www.robertosristorante.com

Try Our

Stadium Pizza
Carry-Out & Delivery

Only

483 SPRING ROAD
ELMHURST

Reservations 630.279-8486
Pizzeria 630.279.8474

www.robertosristorante.com

DOWNLOAD THE
ROBERTO’S APP

Order online and
receive Royalty points

Let our Family cater
to your Family!!

Call for Details.

Call us for Carry Out
or Delivery Service

The Moreci Family Invites You to Experience
the Finest Selection of Italian Cuisine. Roberto’s Ristorante Features

One-of-a-Kind Gourmet Specialties Custom Created by Experienced Chefs

Celebrating Our 62 Year Anniversary

DuPage County, SCARCE to host 
18th annual Sustainable Design 
Challenge for local high schools

DuPage County and SCARCE are 
now accepting registrations from local 
high school students for the 18th annual 
Sustainable Design Challenge.

The Sustainable Design Challenge, 
scheduled for April 16, encourages 
students to construct building and 
landscape models using environmental 
and water-friendly design practices.

“Year after year, the Sustainable 
Design Challenge brings a wave of 
inspiration as high school students 
unveil their innovative green building 
designs,” said Jim Zay, chairman of the 
DuPage County Stormwater Management 
Committee. “It’s a testament to 
their creativity and dedication to 
environmental stewardship. I eagerly 
anticipate the impact these budding 
architects, engineers, and environmental 
scientists will have on shaping our future 
built environment.”

In addition to encouraging students 
to explore careers in such fields, the 
competition promotes environmental 
and stormwater education within 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) curricula in local 
high schools.

SCARCE Founder and Executive 
Director Kay McKeen emphasizes the 
importance of STEM education both in 
the classroom and in real-life scenarios.

“STEM education continues to evolve, 
offering students increasingly immersive 

experiences,” noted McKeen. “Yet, it’s 
the hands-on engagement provided by 
competitions like the Sustainable Design 
Challenge that we think truly ignites their 
passion for these subjects. By bridging 
theory with practice, students not only 
grasp the real-life impacts of sustainable 
thinking but also gain invaluable skills 
and insights that extend far beyond the 
classroom. It’s these transformative 
moments that propel them towards future 
endeavors in STEM.”

All DuPage County high schools 
are encouraged to participate. Past 
competitors include students from 
Wheaton Warrenville South (Wheaton), 
Wheaton North, Naperville North, 
Glenbard South (Glen Ellyn), 
Glenbard East (Lombard), Addison 
Trail, College Preparatory School of 
America (Lombard), Neuqua Valley 
(Naperville), York Community 
(Elmhurst), Willowbrook (Villa Park), 
Downers Grove North, Downers Grove 
South, Hinsdale Central, Hinsdale 
South (Darien), Metea Valley (Aurora), 
Waubonsie Valley (Aurora), Montini 
Catholic (Lombard), St. Francis 
(Wheaton) and Lake Park (Roselle) high 
schools.

The challenge will be hosted in-person 
and registration will close on April 8. 
To register for the challenge or for more 
information, visit www.scarce.org/
sustainable-design-2.

DuPage County approves 
new strategic plan

DuPage County approved its new strategic 
plan last week, outlining a clear and compre-
hensive vision for the future of the county 
over the next five years. 

The plan is a roadmap for progress that will 
guide decision-making and resource alloca-
tion to achieve the county’s vision.

“This strategic plan marks a pivotal mo-
ment for our county, setting the blueprint to 
keep DuPage County thriving and prosperous 
for years to come. We are committed to work-
ing closely with residents and stakeholders 
to make these goals a reality,” said County 
Board Chair Deborah Conroy.

The county developed the plan over the 
course of the last year, with input from resi-
dents, community leaders, local officials, and 
county leadership and staff. The plan incorpo-
rates feedback gathered through a variety of 
channels, including surveys, public forums, 
and stakeholder meetings. The planning pro-
cess was led by consulting firm BerryDunn 
and county staff.

“We are grateful for the input and support 
of our community members, who helped 
shape this plan and ensure that it reflects our 

shared values and vision,” said Sadia Co-
vert, chair of the County’s Strategic Planning 
Committee.

The new plan focuses on six key strategic 
priorities:

• Community well-being
• Fiscal responsibility
• Thriving economy
• Safe community
• Environmental stewardship
• Mobility
Each of these priorities has specific goals 

and objectives for implementation, as well as 
metrics for measuring progress. The strategic 
plan is intended to serve as a catalyst for posi-
tive change in DuPage County, improving the 
quality of life for residents. 

The county will begin implementing the 
plan immediately, with a focus on achieving 
short-term goals and laying the foundation 
for longer-term initiatives. The plan will be 
reviewed and updated regularly to ensure 
that it remains relevant and responsive to the 
changing needs of the community.

To view the new plan, visit dupagecounty.
gov/strategicplan.

Opportunity to learn practical 
money management strategies 

Navigating financial management can of-
ten seem overwhelming and intimidating, 
particularly for those uncertain about how to 
begin. 

Studies have shown that financial stress 
can have detrimental effects on both phys-
ical and emotional well-being. Therefore, 
having access to practical financial resourc-
es is essential. These tools can provide guid-
ance and strategies to enhance financial sta-
bility, tailored to address individuals’ unique 
concerns and objectives. 

University of Illinois Extension offers the 
Money Basics series, a free monthly webinar 
to improve participants’ financial well-being 
through various money topics. This safe and 
non-judgmental series will also provide sim-
ple tools to use in everyday life. The series 
covers the psychology of money, the cost of 
debt, understanding credit, debt repayment 
strategies, savings strategies, and the keys to 
financial security.

Submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

York Township receives dividend
   The Township Officials of Illinois Risk Management Association (TOIRMA) has 
voted to pay a dividend to all eligible members, which includes York Township. 
To be eligible, members must have been in the TOIRMA Program for the previ-
ous five consecutive years. This is the 33rd consecutive year a dividend has 
been paid to eligible members and this year York Township’s dividend check 
amounted to $16,136. TOIRMA is a self-funded intergovernmental pool estab-
lished to provide coverage exclusively for Illinois townships that are members 
of the Township Officials of Illinois. Township Supervisor John Valle said, “We 
are proud to be a member of the TOIRMA family, sharing the common goal of 
maintaining fiscal responsibility for York Township.” Pictured with Valle (right) is 
TOIRMA representative Tyler Knight.

See strategies, Page 20



Thursday, April 4, 2024      Rock Valley Publishing        Page 15

917 South York Street • Elmhurst, IL 60126

Yo
rk

 S
tr

ee
t

917 S. York Street
Elmhurst, IL 60126

Save $200

We Make Going 
to the Dentist Fun!

Give your children exceptional dental care in a fun and welcoming setting 
designed to put them at ease and promote a healthy smile for life.

451844
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Sports

The Glenbard East badminton 
team delivered a first-place perfor-
mance at its own six-team invitation-
al on Saturday in Lombard.

The Rams compiled a first-place 
total of 29.2 points in the round-rob-
in event, which featured four singles 
flights and three doubles flights. 
Hoffman Estates finished second 
with 24.9 points, while Downers 
Grove South claimed third with 22.8 
points.

Each team received 1.1 points 
for winning a match in two straight 
games. A team earned one point for 
winning a three-game match.

All three of the Glenbard East 
doubles tandems that competed in 
Saturday’s event went undefeated, 
with each of those three teams post-
ing five wins during the day. The 
Rams’ doubles success helped them 
defeat the event’s five other teams 
in the day’s head-to-head matchups. 
Those five head-to-head victories 
moved Glenbard East’s overall sea-
son record to 11-3-2.

The Rams have won nine of 10 
head-to-head battles since starting 
their season with a 2-2-2 record.

Glenbard East’s victorious dou-
bles teams at Saturday’s invite in-
cluded the standout duo of seniors 
Ellie Brandt and Claire Flanagan, 
who won all five of their matches 
without dropping a game to secure 
5.5 team points and win the invite’s 
No. 1 doubles title. Brandt and Fla-
nagan, who have qualified for the 
IHSA state doubles meet in each of 
the last two seasons, improved their 
2024 record to 18-1 with Saturday’s 
five wins.

Brandt and Flanagan won their 
first three matches at the 2023 IHSA 
state meet. They then lost to a York 
duo in the quarterfinal round. The 
pair of Rams picked up one win in 
the consolation round of the dou-
ble-elimination state meet before 
their season ended with a loss to a 
tandem from Hinsdale Central.

Senior Lindsey Elias and junior 
Caitlin Rossi teamed up to win the 
No. 2 doubles title for the Rams 
on Saturday. Elias and Rossi, who 
earned 5.3 team points in the invite, 
lost two games during their five vic-
tories. They lost one of those games 
in their match against Hersey, but 
wound up pulling out a 21-12, 20-22, 
21-13 win in that contest. Rossi and 
Elias battled to a 21-11, 15-21, 21-15 
triumph against their opponents from 
Hoffman Estates.

Glenbard East’s duo of junior 
Eishaal Bhimla and freshman Dan-
iela Romero won the No. 3 doubles 

chris Fox photos Rock Valley Publishing

Glenbard East’s badminton team won the championship plaque at its own six-team invitational on 
Saturday. The Rams delivered first-place finishes in all three of the round-robin invite’s doubles flights. 
Glenbard East’s tandem of seniors (below right - left to right) Claire Flanagan and Ellie Brandt coasted 
to five straight victories on Saturday without dropping a game to capture the invite’s No. 1 doubles title. 
The duo of Flanagan and Brandt qualified for the IHSA state doubles meet in each of the last two sea-
sons. The pair of Rams improved their 2024 record to 18-1 with Saturday’s 5-0 performance. Glenbard 
East’s duo of senior Lindsey Elias (below far left) and junior Caitlin Rossi (below left) won five straight 
matches to claim the event’s No. 2 doubles title. Junior Eishaal Bhimla and freshman Daniela Romero 
teamed up to post five straight victories and win the championship in the No. 3 doubles flight. Pictured 
(above - left to right) in the team photo are: (front row) Rossi, Bhimla, senior Emily Puth, Flanagan, senior 
Alyssa Borbath and senior Hannah Linley; (back row) sophomore Gabi Jackonyte, junior Kaitlyn Kelly, 
Romero, Elias, junior Ren Manning and Brandt. The Rams earned head-to-head wins in all five of Satur-
day’s matchups to raise their season record to 11-3-2. “We’ve been red-hot,” said Glenbard East coach 
Scott Llorens, who noted that the team has won nine of its last 10 head-to-head contests.

Rams win the title at their own invitational

title at Saturday’s invite. Bhimla and 
Romero won their five matches with-
out losing a game to accumulate 5.5 
team points.

Senior Emily Puth of the Rams 
went 4-1 and earned the second-place 
medal in the No. 1 singles flight on 
Saturday. Glenbard East junior Ren 
Manning won three of five matches 
and placed third at No. 2 singles. 
Senior Alyssa Borbath went 3-2 for 
the Rams to finish third at No. 3 sin-
gles. Glenbard East sophomore Gabi 
Jackonyte went 2-3 at No. 4 singles 
during Saturday’s invite.

In head-to-head action at the in-
vite, Glenbard East prevailed 7-0 
over Glenbard South and 6-1 over 
both Geneva and Hersey. The Rams 
posted 4-3 victories over Hoffman 
Estates and Downers Grove South.

Glenbard East hosted a five-team 
invite on March 23. Stevenson, 
which won the team title at last year’s 
IHSA state meet, won the first-place 
plaque at the recent event in Lom-
bard after compiling 30.8 points. The 
Rams placed second with their total 
of 17.3 points. York landed in third 
place with 14.1 points.

Brandt and Flanagan suffered 
their only loss of the season when 
they dropped a match to a Steven-
son duo during the March 23 invite. 
Brandt and Flanagan won three of 
four matches at the invite to earn a 
second-place finish at No. 1 doubles.

The Rams began their Upstate 
Eight Conference schedule with a 
15-0 home win over Streamwood 
on March 21. Each conference dual 
meet features 10 singles matches and 
five doubles contests.

Glenbard East’s schedule contin-
ues with this week’s conference du-
als against Larkin and Elgin, along 
with this Saturday’s invite at Wil-
lowbrook.

Glenbard East wins first-place 
medals in all three doubles 

flights; Brandt and Flanagan win 
the No. 1 doubles title and raise 

their season record to 18-1
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Montini standouts run at 
Illinois Top Times meet

Above: Sophomores Sydney Gertsen and Ashlynn Lindt of Monti-
ni Catholic High School’s girls track and field team competed at the 
recent Illinois Top Times indoor meet at Illinois Wesleyan Universi-
ty’s Shirk Center in Bloomington. The Top Times meet, which takes 
place at the end of the indoor track and field season, is regarded as 
the state’s premiere high school indoor competition. Gertsen and 
Lindt participated in the meet’s Class 2A level on March 23. Gertsen 
(No. 790 - right) completed the 1,600-meter run in a 12th-place time 
of 5 minutes, 18.35 seconds. She set a new program record with that 
time. Lindt (No. 791) finished the 3,200-meter run in an eighth-place 
time of 11 minutes, 32.96 seconds. Lindt, who is a Lombard resident, 
achieved a personal-best time in the 3,200-meter run with that per-
formance. Montini’s girls track and field team will compete in this 
Saturday’s outdoor meet at Willowbrook High School.

KODIAK CREATIVE PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Glenbard East graduate 
excels at Illinois Wesleyan

Lauren Huber, a 2021 Glenbard East graduate, recently 
completed her junior season with Illinois Wesleyan University’s 
women’s basketball team. Huber led the Titans to an overall 
record of 23-6 during their 2023-24 season. Illinois Wesleyan 
posted a 14-2 record during the College Conference of Illinois 
and Wisconsin (CCIW) regular season. The Titans shared the 
conference title with Carroll University, which also went 14-2 
in conference play. Carroll defeated Illinois Wesleyan 88-78 
in the championship game of the conference tournament on 
Feb. 24. Huber (No. 5) provided team-high totals of 22 points 
and nine rebounds in that contest, which took place on Illinois 
Wesleyan’s home court in Bloomington. The Titans won a first-
round game in the NCAA Division III Tournament on March 1 at 
Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa. Illinois Wesleyan’s season 
then ended with a 62-59 loss to Wartburg College in a second-
round contest on Wartburg’s home court on March 2. Huber 
scored a team-high 21 points and grabbed a team-leading 14 
rebounds in her team’s second-round loss to Wartburg. Huber, 
who played in 24 of the team’s 29 games, supplied team-high 
figures of 15.6 points and 8.1 rebounds per game. For the 
third straight season, she was a First Team All-CCIW selection. 
She also earned 2024 Division III All-America honorable 
mention recognition from the Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association. Huber is a biology major at Illinois Wesleyan. 
She’s also a trained and licensed emergency medical 
technician. Huber became the Glenbard East girls basketball 
program’s all-time leading scorer during her 2021 senior 
season, which was shortened due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Glenbard East senior Catey Carney became the Rams’ all-time 
leading scorer during the recently concluded 2023-24 season.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/CHRIS FOX FILE PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

Standout performer
During its March 18 meeting, the District 88 Board of Educa-

tion recognized several Addison Trail and Willowbrook students 
for their state-level achievements during the winter season of the 
current 2023-24 school year. The honored students included ju-
nior Naomi Campbell of the Willowbrook girls gymnastics team, 
who advanced to the individual finals in two events at the IHSA 
state meet in February. Campbell delivered a pair of top-10 per-
formances at the state meet, which took place at Palatine High 
School. A few minutes after earning a 10th-place finish in the finals 
of the balance beam, Campbell tied for fifth place in the finals 
of floor exercises. With that performance, Campbell became the 
first member of the Willowbrook girls gymnastics program to earn 
a top-five finish at the IHSA state meet in 29 years. One photo 
(above) shows Campbell (center) at the March 18 board meeting 
with Willowbrook head coach Andy Isaacson (right) and assistant 
coach B.J. Macias (left). Other photos show Campbell at the re-
cent state meet.
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The 2021 Lilac Queen

Emmie Sathy was named Lombard’s 2021 Lilac Queen during Saturday 

afternoon’s coronation ceremony in Lilacia Park. She was one of five Lilac 

Princesses to take the stage at the beginning of the ceremony. She soon 

accepted the crown, sash and cape as this year’s Lilac Queen. This year’s 

coronation continued a tradition that began 91 years ago. Lombard’s first 

Lilac Queen was crowned in 1930. Queen Emmie is a senior at Glenbard East 

High School. She will attend Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 

More photos can be found inside this issue.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Lombardian
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Glenbard East High School held its Local Scholarship Awards Night last week. 

More than 40 members of the school’s Class of 2021 received scholarships 

during the May 13 celebration in Biester Auditorium. Scholarship donors usually 

attend the annual event, but safety mitigations limited attendance at this year’s 

service. Eight of the scholarship winners are pictured outside of the auditorium 

after the ceremony. Pictured (left to right) are: (front row) Emily Ryan, Dina Jova-

novic, Rocco Marcello, Tina Djordjevic and Sophia Heatley; (back row) Maddie 

Weltin, Lauren Huber and Kendall Crackel. Glenbard East’s Class of 2021 will cel-

ebrate its commencement with two ceremonies this Saturday in the school’s sta-

dium. The first ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. The second service starts at 1 p.m.

Scholarships presented 

at Glenbard East 

Local Scholarship 

Awards Night 
Graduation day 
at Glenbard East 

Glenbard East High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commence-

ment with Saturday’s two separate ceremonies in the school’s stadium. 

The first service began at 10 a.m. The second ceremony started at 1 p.m. 

This year’s graduating class at Glenbard East includes about 560 stu-

dents. Several of the graduates are pictured at the end of Saturday’s first 

service.
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Glenbard East’s boys volleyball team opened its 2023 season with last 

week’s match at Willowbrook. The Rams won the first game of the March 21 

match in Villa Park. Willowbrook won the second game to force a decisive 

third game. The visiting Rams took a 9-0 lead at the start of the third game. 

Glenbard East’s lead in that game grew to 15-1. The Rams went on to beat 

Willowbrook 25-15, 22-25, 25-14. One photo from the match shows Glenbard 

East junior Aidan Weltin (No. 11) rising above the net. Weltin provided eight 

kills for the Rams in their win over the Warriors. Glenbard East continued its 

season by winning two of four matches and posting a sixth-place finish at 

the 12-team Barrington/Vernon Hills Invitational, which took place on Friday 

and Saturday. For more about the Rams, see page 9.
Flying high

In Print and Online
Every

Thursday

Your hometown newspaper is now available in both print and online versions.

The printed newspaper is delivered by the post office every Thursday for only $45 for a full year. A digital 
eSubscription will also be available for only $35 per year and can be read on a computer, laptop, or 
tablet. The eSubscription is a PDF copy of the print version that will be available online every Thursday. A 
link to the online newspaper will be emailed to you every week.

To order an online eSubscription or print home delivery by mail, please call 630.834-8244 or mail the 
coupon below.

___ Yes. Please send the print version of the newspaper by mail at the special rate of $45 for a full year.

___ Yes. Please send me an eSubscription with a weekly email link for only $35 per year. Enclosed is my 
check for $35.
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DuPage County 
State’s Attorney 
Robert Berlin and 
Villa Park Chief 
of Police Michael 
Rivas announced 
that bond has 
been set for a 
Florida man ac-
cused of leading 
police on a high-speed chase. 

Omar Castro, 22, appeared at a 
bond hearing where Judge Michael 
Reidy set bond at $100,000.

Castro is charged with two counts 
of aggravated fleeing and eluding a 
police officer (Class 4 felony) and 
multiple misdemeanor and petty 
traffic offenses including two counts 
of aggravated speeding in a con-
struction zone, reckless driving and 
driving while license suspended, all 
Class A misdemeanors. 

On Thursday, June 22 at approx-
imately 8:28 p.m., an Elmhurst po-
lice officer responded to a call of a 
stolen motor vehicle near Route 83 
and North Avenue. It is alleged that 

when the officer located the vehi-
cle, later determined to be driven by 
Castro, Castro put his car in reverse 
and proceeded southbound on Route 
83. It is alleged that as the officer 
pursued, Castro reached speeds of 
approximately 107 mph in a 45-mph 
zone and disobeyed three traffic 
lights. 

It is alleged that near 16th Street, 
Castro completed a U-turn and con-
tinued driving northbound on Route 
83 reaching speeds of approximate-
ly 100 mph in a 35-mph construc-
tion zone, at which time the pursu-
ing officer lost sight of the vehicle. 

A short time later, the vehicle 
was located abandoned in a school 
parking lot. Officers responded to 
the school parking and at approx-
imately 8:42 p.m., located Castro 
approximately one block away from 
the school. He was then taken into 
custody after a brief struggle with 
the officers. 

Castro’s next court appearance is 
scheduled July 27 for arraignment 
in front of Judge Telander. 

Omar Castro

Florida man 
charged with 
leading police on 
high-speed chase

SUBMITTED PHOTO Addison Independent

‘Joe the Barber’ honored by Village
Joe Benedetti, known as “Joe the Barber,” recently retired after 50 years of serving the Addison 

community. The owner of Joe’s Hair Styling Unisex at 611 W. Lake Street was honored by the Village 
of Addison at a Board meeting on Monday, June 5, where he received a Proclamation in honor of his 
50 years in business. Nearly 100 community members attended the meeting to congratulate him.
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Celebrating all things Warhol

STAFF REPORT
No arrests have been made as of 

press time in connection with a mass 
shooting at a strip mall in unincorpo-
rated DuPage County near Willow-
brook early Sunday morning, June 
18, the day designated as Juneteenth. 

The DuPage County Sheriff’s 
Office said an unknown number of 
suspects fired multiple rounds from 

multiple weapons into a large crowd 
at around 12:30 a.m. during a gather-
ing to commemorate Juneteenth held 
in the parking lot at the mall, located 
near Honeysuckle Lane and Route 
83. 

Approximately 23 people were 
wounded by gunfire. Victims were 
taken to hospitals in DuPage, Cook 
and Will counties. One man, iden-

County sheriff investigating Juneteenth shooting incident
One killed, 23 wounded; deceased victim was father of two

tified as 31-year-old father of two 
Reggie Meadows, died after suffer-
ing a gunshot wound to the abdomen.  

Deputy Chief Eric Swanson of the 
DuPage County Sheriff’s Office said 
in a news conference Sunday, June 
18 that at least two other victims 
were in critical condition. 

“The motive behind this incident 
is unclear,” Swanson said. “This is 
still an active investigation.” 

“We are working around the clock 
to bring those responsible to justice,” 
the sheriff’s office said in a recent 
post on Twitter, urging anyone with 
information to call 630-407-2343. 

The Juneteenth celebration started 
at around 6 p.m. Saturday, June 17. 
According to the Daily Herald, DuP-
age County Sheriff’s deputies had 
been monitoring the celebration, but 
responded to a 911 call of a fight that 
had broken out nearby. 

While deputies were investigating 
that call, they heard gunshots and 

returned immediately to the celebra-
tion.  

“Out of nowhere, there was a ma-
jor gunfight for like 30 seconds,” 
eyewitness Bartosz Majerczyk told 
ABC 7 Eyewitness News. “I’d say, 
60 plus rounds. You could tell it was 
two different groups of people shoot-
ing at each other.” 

Another witness, who said she was 
at the celebration, told ABC 7 Eye-
witness News “everybody started 
running” when the gunfire erupted. 

“There was a man,” she said. “He 
fell on top of me. He had a gunshot 
wound to his leg. It was like some-
thing you can’t imagine.” 

In a statement, Governor JB Pritz-
ker said he is closely monitoring the 
shooting. 

“Gathering for a holiday celebra-
tion should be a joyful occasion, not 
a time when gunfire erupts and fami-
lies are forced to run for safety,” Gov. 
Pritzker said. “As I’ve said time and 

time again, gun violence is a public 
health emergency in this country and 
I remain committed to banning these 
dangerous weapons and making our 
state safer for everyone.” 

Meadows was described as a “de-
voted father whose life was tragical-
ly taken from us amidst a Juneteenth 
celebration” on a GoFundMe page 
set up to provide support to his two 
young children, RJ and Gabby.  

Meadows was “a beacon of love 
and strength, who fell victim to a 
devastating crossfire incident that 
shattered the peace and joy of what 
should have been a day of celebra-
tion.

“Amidst the chaos, Reggie tragi-
cally lost his life, leaving an indelible 
mark of grief on his family and com-
munity. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the other victims who were 
injured, as we mourn the loss of 
Reggie, a remarkable individual who 
touched the lives of many.” 

As many museums are celebrating Andy Warhol and his legacy of pop art, 
the Elmhurst Artists’ Guild hosted reception for its Inspired By Warhol exhibit, a 
juried exhibition based on the works of Andy Warhol on display through Friday, 

July 28. Pictured are (from left): Daley Wangler, Reilly Costello, Katy Costello, 
whose works were on display in the exhibit, Allison Haas and Katie Fox. Info: 
elmhurstartmuseum.org.
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The Village of Villa Park observed Arbor Day with a tree planting on Friday, April 30. Pictured (left to 
right) at the tree planting at the village’s Franklin Park, located at 218 N. Third Ave., are: Villa Park Village 
Trustee Christine Murphy, Justin Shlensky—chair of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commis-
sion, Margaret Schiefer—a member of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commission, Villa Park 
Village Trustee Cheryl Tucker, Villa Park Village President Albert Bulthuis, Villa Park Village Trustee (and 
Village President-Elect) Nick Cuzzone and Leslie Allison-Seei—chair of the Villa Park Community Pride 
Commission. Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday of each April. The National Arbor Day Foundation 
has recognized Villa Park with Tree City USA designation for 36 straight years. To receive that recogni-
tion, a community must have a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, a comprehensive com-
munity forestry program and an Arbor Day observance.

Federal judge sets trial date for State Sen. Tom Cullerton--Page 4

Arbor Day in Villa Park
Freshman Lindsey Rugg of the Willowbrook softball team is pictured while at-

tempting to score a run during Friday’s game at Downers Grove South. Rugg tried 
to score from second base on a single by sophomore Katelyn Cox in the top of 
the second inning, when the game was tied at 2-2. Downers Grove South’s catcher 
tagged Rugg out at home plate for the third out of the inning. The Mustangs went 
on to defeat the Warriors 7-3 in the West Suburban Gold Conference contest. Wil-

lowbrook rebounded from Friday’s loss to post an 11-2 win in Saturday’s game at 
Hinsdale Central. The Warriors bashed three home runs in the second inning of Sat-
urday’s non-conference battle against the Red Devils of the West Suburban Silver 
Conference. Senior Annemarie Knudtson, freshman Isabella Dugo and sophomore 
Kayleigh Dennison provided the home runs. Dennison (No. 5) is pictured in the 
background of the above photo. For more about the Warriors, see page 14.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Play at the plate
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Graduation day 
at Willowbrook
Willowbrook High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commencement with two 

separate ceremonies in the school’s main gymnasium on Sunday morning. The en-
tire class includes over 470 students. About half of those students attended the 

ceremony that began at 9 a.m. The others participated in the ceremony that started 
at 11 a.m. The photo shows members of the Willowbrook Senior Choir performing 
during the day’s first service. For more photos, see Page 4.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Villa Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801 held its Memorial Day service on Monday morn-
ing at Cortesi Veterans Memorial Park. Post Commander Jim Blankshain is pictured bowing his head as 
Willowbrook High School students Lily Hendrickson and Anna Seelbach sound taps at the end of the 
ceremony. The post’s 2020 Memorial Day event was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
year’s observance included a reading of the names of the Post 2801 members who have recently died. 
That list included World War II veteran Charles “Sid” Bergh, who served as the master of ceremonies 
of the post’s annual Memorial Day service for several years. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, Bergh died in 
October 2020. He was 94 years old. Bergh was the post’s last surviving World War II veteran.

Memorial Day in Villa Park
CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

InsIde:
CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Departing Mariners
The Villa Park Mariners recognized their six departing “senior” swimmers during Saturday’s meet against 

Hanover Park at Jefferson Pool. Pictured left to right at the end of the meet—Villa Park’s final home meet of 
the season—are: (front row) Grace Roscoe, Caitlin O’Connor, Harper Conboy and Gabby Knudtson; (back 
row) Alexander Dean and Simon Luedtke. All six of the pictured Mariners are members of Willowbrook High 
School’s Class of 2023. Roscoe, who has been with the Mariners for seven years, will attend the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. O’Connor, who spent 11 years with the Mariners, and Knudtson, who’s been a Mariner 
for seven years, will both attend Illinois State University. Conboy, who has been a member of the Mariners 
for 10 years, and Luedtke, who’s been with the team for six years, will both attend College of DuPage. Dean, 
who’s been with the Mariners for 11 years, will attend the Milwaukee School of Engineering. Villa Park beat 
Hanover Park 372-205 in Saturday’s meet to improve its season record to 2-4. The Mariners will finish their 
eight-meet regular season with this week’s meet in Wood Dale and a meet in Roselle on July 8.
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By Cole Longcor
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Illinois’ veterans affairs director 
recently told a legislative panel 
that while state-run veterans homes 
have better policies in place fol-
lowing a COVID-19 outbreak that 
killed 36 residents at the LaSalle 
Veterans Home in 2020, understaff-
ing remains a challenge.

“The need for long-term care will 
explode over the next 20 years,” 
Illinois Department of Veterans 
Affairs Director Terry Prince told 
the Legislative Audit Commission. 
He predicted long-term care popu-
lations would grow by 200 to 500 
percent in that span.

He said while IDVA has employ-
ees who “are dedicated and devot-
ed and willing to work overtime,” 
the department has also let its cen-
sus decrease at state-run veterans 
homes to keep staff-to-patient ra-

tios sustainable. 
“It could be easy to say yeah, 

we’re gonna fill the Quincy Veter-
ans Home and fill it all the way up 
to 400 people, but you have to have 
the staff to do so,” he said.

He said staffing remains difficult 
even though Illinois’ “fantastic” 
benefits package for staff at veter-
ans homes is “nearly $40,000 high-
er than the civilian equivalent.”

As for responding to COVID-19 
outbreaks, Prince said the depart-
ment is in a much better place than 
it was in 2020. Beginning in late 
October that year, the LaSalle home 
experienced a COVID-19 outbreak 
that sickened nearly 200 people—a 
whopping 85 percent of residents 
and 35 percent of staff tested posi-
tive for the virus, which eventually 
killed three dozen residents.

The deadly outbreak led to leg-
islative hearings and scrutiny of 

Gov. JB Pritzker’s administration’s 
response. The General Assembly 
called for an audit, which was pub-
lished in 2022. The 12-member 
Legislative Audit Commission held 
its hearing to review it last week. 

The audit made three major rec-
ommendations, including mandat-
ing testing of staff and residents 
during COVID outbreaks—defined 
as two or more cases—and delin-
eating responsibilities between 
IDVA and IDPH. Additionally, the 
audit recommended the governor’s 
office increase oversight of admin-
istrative staff and create a senior 
home administrator position within 
IDVA. 

“I want to make sure that it’s rec-
ognized that this agency threw ev-
erything at this situation as they did 
during the COVID crisis,” Prince 
said. 

IDVA Assistant Director Antho-

Officials say state veterans homes have reformed after deadly 
2020 COVID-19 outbreak, but staffing challenges remain

ny Vaughn told the panel that when 
he arrived at LaSalle toward the 
end of the outbreak in December 
2020 as the home’s newly appoint-
ed interim administrator, he found 
“a dedicated staff looking to do the 
right thing.”

But he also compared the scene 
to a “Marine Corps unit that’s just 
been through a big battle.”

“And they’re still recovering, 
and they’re still hurting, but they 
want the leadership to be able to 
move on,” he said.

While a 2021 report from the Il-
linois Department of Human Ser-
vices inspector general found fault 
with IDVA’s response, the auditor 
general’s report was more critical 
of the state’s public health depart-
ment. The auditor general’s office 
described the previous IDHS in-
spector general report as “flawed” 
for its reliance on interviews rather 
than documentation.

Scott Wahlbrink of the audi-
tor general’s office told lawmak-
ers that the Illinois Department of 
Public Health was not responsive 
to the crisis even though officials 
there were repeatedly made aware 
“on almost a daily basis” from their 
counterparts at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs.

“IDPH did not identify and re-
spond to the seriousness of the out-
break,” Wahlbrink said. “It was the 
IDVA chief of staff who ultimately 
had to request assistance.” 

That chief of staff, Tony Kol-
beck, was among those fired after 
the IDHS report on the outbreak. 
IDVA Director Linda Chapa LaVia 
was fired as well.  

Pritzker, in response to the audit 
in 2021, said IDPH was following 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidance not to 
visit a congregate facility and risk 
disease spread when a phone call 
would suffice. 

Prince said one of his major 
changes has been improving com-

munication. 
“I have a direct line to Gov. 

Pritzker, if I need to call the gov-
ernor for something,” he said. “I 
have regular conversations with the 
IDPH director.”

Since the outbreak, Prince said 
the Illinois Department of Veter-
ans’ Affairs has made changes to 
prevent future outbreaks and keep 
residents and staff safe. Angela 
Simmons, IDVA senior home ad-
ministrator, said that IDVA has 
weekly infection control meetings 
to review daily tests that are report-
ed to IDPH.

In addition to increased report-
ing, Simmons said the department 
has begun including staff from the 
state’s five veterans homes to de-
velop policies for how to respond 
to situations ranging disease out-
breaks to daily incidents.

“Our policy process right now 
is stronger than it ever has been,” 
Simmons said. “We get input from 
the homes.”

Since the outbreak there have 
also been major staff changes in 
IDPH and IDVA. Prince was ap-
pointed in April 2021, and IDVA 
hired a senior home administrator 
and an agencywide infection spe-
cialist. It is also looking to hire a 
medical director this year.

Rep. Amy Elik, R-Godfrey, 
asked Prince if the state’s veterans 
homes had seen “outbreaks of oth-
er infectious diseases” since IDVA 
overhauled some of its procedures 
that have served “as sort of a test.”

Prince said the veterans homes 
have seen other outbreaks with bet-
ter outcomes.

“I believe in my heart of hearts 
that the vaccine has been one of the 
biggest things that has made this a 
much different story than back in 
2020,” he said. “We are much bet-
ter positioned.”

Jerry Nowicki contributed to this 
report.
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SUDOKU 
Fun by the Numbers

	 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from 
the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How 
It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, 
column and box. Each number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A minute amount (British)
  5. Mystical or magical
 11. Shortening
 14. More satisfying
 15. Other side
 18. Philippine island
 19. More unnatural
 21. Mutual savings bank
 23. Famed designer Chanel
 24. Makes less wild
 28. At some prior time
 29. The cops who investigate the 
cops
 30. Immune system response
 32. Distress signal
 33. Engine additive
 35. “No Scrubs” trio
 36. Very fast airplane
 39. A reward (archaic)
 41. Commercial
 42. Spots where golfers start
 44. Polite form of address 
(Indian)
 46. French river
 47. Reduce the light
 49. Blood-sucking fly
 52. A way to categorize
 56. Procrastinates
 58. Tall slender tower
 60. Where researchers work
 62. Office of the Pope
 63. Office furnishing
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Possesses
  2. American Board of 
Orthopedic Surgery
  3. Ancient Syrian city
  4. Clip
  5. In a way, misleads
  6. Human gene
  7. The Golden State (abbr.)
  8. Lizard genus
  9. Parasites that invade the skin
 10. Took apart
 12. Mild yellow Dutch cheese

 13. S. California town
 16. Suffix plural
 17. Painting technique
 20. Small Eurasian deer
 22. Mr. T character
 25. Microsoft
 26. Shock therapy
 27. Able to be sold
 29. A doctrine
 31. These three follow A
 34. Pulse
 36. Quantitative fact
 37. Doctor __: children’s book 
author
 38. Hebrew calendar month

 40. Designated hitter
 43. Norther Poland village
 45. A passport is one form
 48. Hand (Spanish)
 50. Hit with the open hand
 51. Actor Idris
 53. Shakespeare’s nickname “The 
__”
 54. Northern U.S. lake
 55. Marvin and Horsley are two
 57. Soak
 58. Partner to cheese
 59. Expression of disappointment
 61. College dorm employee

Answers on page 21

AIR PRESSURE
ALTERNATOR
ANTIFREEZE

BELT
BRAKES
CABIN

CAR WASH
DIESEL
ENGINE
FLUIDS
HOSES

INTERVALS
MECHANIC

OIL CHANGE
PLUGS
PUMP

ROTATION
ROTORS
SERVICE

STEERING
TIMING

VEHICLE
WINDSHIELD

WIPERS

PUZZLE Page
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To order an online eSubscription or print home delivery by mail, please call 630.834-8244 or mail the 
coupon below.

 Yes. Please send the print version of the newspaper by mail at the special rate of $45 for a full year.

 Yes. Please send me an eSubscription with a weekly email link for only $35 per year. Enclosed is my 
check for $35.

Check box
Lombardian Villa Park Review

Addison Independent Bensenville Independent

Page 1        Rock Valley Publishing        Thursday, March 21, 2024

@BvilleParks

Easter

Saturday, March 23

Photos with the BunnyGames . Cra�ts . Inflatables

Egg Hunt times vary by age group

Splash Pad & DGLC
FREE!

45
14

46

VOL. 21 • NO. 14 WWW.THEINDEPENDENTNEWSPAPERS.COM THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2024

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

Opinion ...................4
Speak out................. 5

Police ...................... 8
Sports .........14, 15, 18

60¢

  Villa Park
Review

also serving OakbrOOk Terrace

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 17 • NO. 24 WWW.THEINDEPENDENTNEWSPAPERS.COM THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 2021

  Villa Park
review

also serving OakbrOOk Terrace

60¢

396917

Police Reports .......... 8
Viewpoint ................6

Sports .................... 17
Classifieds..............16

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 17 • NO. 23 WWW.THEINDEPENDENTNEWSPAPERS.COM THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021

  Villa Park
review

also serving OakbrOOk Terrace

60¢

Driving
Range
Officially
Open!
WhitePinesGolf.com

396445

Police Reports .......... 8
Viewpoint ................6

Sports .................... 17
Classifieds..............16

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 17 • NO. 21 WWW.THEINDEPENDENTNEWSPAPERS.COM THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021

  Villa Park
review

also serving OakbrOOk Terrace

60¢

39
54

84

Police Reports .......... 6
Legal Notices ......... 15

Sports .................... 14
Classifieds..............13

your local agent

630-514-9961
kdrury@atproperties.com

KATE DRURY

LOW INVENTORY!

Contact me for a 
complementary 
market analysis 
of your home!!

I would          to help!

390271

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 17 • NO. 20 WWW.THEINDEPENDENTNEWSPAPERS.COM THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2021

  Villa Park
review

also serving OakbrOOk Terrace

60¢

Golf
Lessons
Call the Pro Shop
to Register Today
(630) 766-0304

394390

InsIde:
Police Reports .......... 8
Viewpoint ................6

Sports .................... 16
Classifieds..........17-18

SUBMITTED PHOTO Villa Park Review

The Village of Villa Park observed Arbor Day with a tree planting on Friday, April 30. Pictured (left to 
right) at the tree planting at the village’s Franklin Park, located at 218 N. Third Ave., are: Villa Park Village 
Trustee Christine Murphy, Justin Shlensky—chair of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commis-
sion, Margaret Schiefer—a member of the Villa Park Environmental Concerns Commission, Villa Park 
Village Trustee Cheryl Tucker, Villa Park Village President Albert Bulthuis, Villa Park Village Trustee (and 
Village President-Elect) Nick Cuzzone and Leslie Allison-Seei—chair of the Villa Park Community Pride 
Commission. Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday of each April. The National Arbor Day Foundation 
has recognized Villa Park with Tree City USA designation for 36 straight years. To receive that recogni-
tion, a community must have a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, a comprehensive com-
munity forestry program and an Arbor Day observance.

Federal judge sets trial date for State Sen. Tom Cullerton--Page 4

Arbor Day in Villa Park
Freshman Lindsey Rugg of the Willowbrook softball team is pictured while at-

tempting to score a run during Friday’s game at Downers Grove South. Rugg tried 
to score from second base on a single by sophomore Katelyn Cox in the top of 
the second inning, when the game was tied at 2-2. Downers Grove South’s catcher 
tagged Rugg out at home plate for the third out of the inning. The Mustangs went 
on to defeat the Warriors 7-3 in the West Suburban Gold Conference contest. Wil-

lowbrook rebounded from Friday’s loss to post an 11-2 win in Saturday’s game at 
Hinsdale Central. The Warriors bashed three home runs in the second inning of Sat-
urday’s non-conference battle against the Red Devils of the West Suburban Silver 
Conference. Senior Annemarie Knudtson, freshman Isabella Dugo and sophomore 
Kayleigh Dennison provided the home runs. Dennison (No. 5) is pictured in the 
background of the above photo. For more about the Warriors, see page 14.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Play at the plate

630-514-9961
kdrury@atproperties.com
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Graduation day 
at Willowbrook
Willowbrook High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commencement with two 

separate ceremonies in the school’s main gymnasium on Sunday morning. The en-
tire class includes over 470 students. About half of those students attended the 

ceremony that began at 9 a.m. The others participated in the ceremony that started 
at 11 a.m. The photo shows members of the Willowbrook Senior Choir performing 
during the day’s first service. For more photos, see Page 4.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Villa Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801 held its Memorial Day service on Monday morn-
ing at Cortesi Veterans Memorial Park. Post Commander Jim Blankshain is pictured bowing his head as 
Willowbrook High School students Lily Hendrickson and Anna Seelbach sound taps at the end of the 
ceremony. The post’s 2020 Memorial Day event was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
year’s observance included a reading of the names of the Post 2801 members who have recently died. 
That list included World War II veteran Charles “Sid” Bergh, who served as the master of ceremonies 
of the post’s annual Memorial Day service for several years. A veteran of the U.S. Navy, Bergh died in 
October 2020. He was 94 years old. Bergh was the post’s last surviving World War II veteran.

Memorial Day in Villa Park
CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

InsIde:
SUBMITTED PHOTO Villa Park Review

Administrators and staff members from Willowbrook High School joined members of the Villa Park 
Police Department to take part in Saturday afternoon’s 2024 Law Enforcement Torch Run Polar Plunge for 
Special Olympics Illinois. Participants in the event took a brief plunge in an outdoor pond at the Oak Brook 
Bath and Tennis Club. The plungers caught a break from Mother Nature on Saturday, when temperatures 
reached the mid-50s. The Polar Plunge is a fundraiser for Special Olympics Illinois athletes. The team that 
included members of the Villa Park Police Department and Willowbrook/District 88 staff raised over $2,500. 
Pictured left to right before taking the plunge on Saturday are: Willowbrook Principal Dan Krause, Villa 
Park Police Officer Kordell Kitching, Willowbrook School Resource Officer Ernie Perez, Villa Park Police 
Detective D.J. Giammarino, Willowbrook dean of students Malcolm Ross, Willowbrook special education 
teacher Niklas Zimmermann and Willowbrook assistant to student services Yesenia Ocana.

Getting wet to help Special Olympics Illinois athletes
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Lunairi opens for business
Lunairi Boutique owner Karen Cruse and Village President Frank DeSimone hold the scissors to cut 

the ceremonial red ribbon at the new business that has opened at 13 W. Main St., Ste. 3 in Bensenville. 
Joining them are members of the Bensenville Village Board and the Bensenville Chamber of Commerce. 
Lunairi is a boutique with over 10 local artisans displaying their handmade products. They carry natural 
soaps, crystals, jewelry, keychains, shirts, flower arrangements, and more. They also offer weekly work-
shops such as candle-making, soap-making, painting, and more.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Bensenville Independent 
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Getting a ‘Pi’
in the face 

This Indian Trail Junior High staff member was one of several who got pied by students during 
the school’s annual Pi Day recognition last week. The event is held at the Indian Trails Commons 
lunchroom and occurs during the last 10 minutes of every grade’s lunch period during the day of 
the event. 

The 2024 National Fitness Hall of 
Fame (NFHOF) Induction Ceremony 
& Awards Dinner was held on Sun-
day, March 10 at the Medinah Shri-
ners Banquet Hall in Addison.  The 
event included a celebration of the 
NFHOF’s 20th anniversary this year. 
The room was packed with visitors, 
some of whom traveled across the 
nation to attend this special evening.

It began with Governor JB Pritzker 
extended a warm virtual welcome to 
the group.

“As Governor of the state of Illi-
nois, I am pleased to welcome every-
one gathered for the 2024 National 
Fitness Hall of Fame Ceremony,” he 
said. “I commend the work you have 
done to help make Illinois a stronger 
and more enjoyable state. On behalf 
of the people of Illinois, I offer my 
best wishes for an enjoyable and 
memorable occasion.”

NFHOF Founder John Figarelli 
welcomed the crowd and invited a 
star-studded line-up to introduce the 
current year inductees and award 
winners.  

• Mark Rothstein, a 2011 NF-
HOF Inductee brought up 89-year-
old Richard Derwald to accept his 
induction.  The Hall of Fame Wres-
tler/Bodybuilder; Richard has spent 
five decades promoting and teaching 
fitness especially attentive to the se-
nior population around Eric County, 
Pennsylvania.

• Dan Isaacson, “Hollywood 

Trainer Extraordinaire” was the next 
to be inducted into “The Hall” as 
2012 NFHOF Inductee Bill Craw-
ford recited the numerous career 
accomplishments Dan has reached 
and some of the celebrities he has 
trained to get in the “best shape of 
their lives.” 

• Vince Gironda, the legendary 
trainer, was honored by two individ-
uals who knew him best.  Sgt. Robert 
Torres and John Kunkle were good 

National Fitness Hall of 
Fame celebrates 20th 
anniversary in Addison
Five people honored, including 

former Bear Tom Thayer

“ 

After a three-
year hiatus, mainly 
due to CoVid, it was 
most important to the 
members of hall of 
Fame to gather and 
recognize, in person, 
all of these terrific 
people and continue 
our mission of helping 
all Americans to ‘Get 
Fit and stay healthy’.” 

– NFHOF Founder
John Figarelli

See FITNESS, Page 3
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The 2021 Lilac Queen
Emmie Sathy was named Lombard’s 2021 Lilac Queen during Saturday 

afternoon’s coronation ceremony in Lilacia Park. She was one of five Lilac 
Princesses to take the stage at the beginning of the ceremony. She soon 
accepted the crown, sash and cape as this year’s Lilac Queen. This year’s 

coronation continued a tradition that began 91 years ago. Lombard’s first 
Lilac Queen was crowned in 1930. Queen Emmie is a senior at Glenbard East 
High School. She will attend Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 
More photos can be found inside this issue.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Lombardian
CHRIS FOX PHOTO Lombardian

Glenbard East High School held its Local Scholarship Awards Night last week. 
More than 40 members of the school’s Class of 2021 received scholarships 
during the May 13 celebration in Biester Auditorium. Scholarship donors usually 
attend the annual event, but safety mitigations limited attendance at this year’s 
service. Eight of the scholarship winners are pictured outside of the auditorium 

after the ceremony. Pictured (left to right) are: (front row) Emily Ryan, Dina Jova-
novic, Rocco Marcello, Tina Djordjevic and Sophia Heatley; (back row) Maddie 
Weltin, Lauren Huber and Kendall Crackel. Glenbard East’s Class of 2021 will cel-
ebrate its commencement with two ceremonies this Saturday in the school’s sta-
dium. The first ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. The second service starts at 1 p.m.

Scholarships presented 
at Glenbard East 

Local Scholarship 
Awards Night 

Graduation day 
at Glenbard East 

Glenbard East High School’s Class of 2021 celebrated its commence-
ment with Saturday’s two separate ceremonies in the school’s stadium. 
The first service began at 10 a.m. The second ceremony started at 1 p.m. 

This year’s graduating class at Glenbard East includes about 560 stu-
dents. Several of the graduates are pictured at the end of Saturday’s first 
service.

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Lombardian
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Advocating 
for lung 
cancer, radon 
awareness
  Lombard-based Radonova (www.radonova.
com), which sells radon detection kits, hosted 
a lung cancer awareness event on Thursday, 
March 14, called the White Ribbon Project (www.
thewhiteribbonproject.org). Project co-founder 
and Colorado resident Heidi Nafman-Onda, 
pictured here, explained that she and her 
husband, Dr. Pierre Onda, launched the project in 
October 2020 after she was diagnosed with lung 
cancer in October 2018—which was discovered 
during another diagnostic procedure. As a health 
educator and “lifelong health enthusiast” with 
no history of smoking, she soon learned about 
radon gas. Nafman-Onda’s son, an environmental 
engineer, asked her if she knew their home’s 
radon level, and a subsequent test showed 
the home to contain twice the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) guideline amount of less 
than 4 pCi/L (picocuries per liter). According to 
the EPA, “Radon is a radioactive gas that forms 
naturally when uranium, thorium or radium—
radioactive metals—break[s] down in rocks, soil 
and groundwater.” The EPA also states that people 
are exposed to radon “primarily from breathing 
radon in air that comes through cracks and gaps 
in buildings and homes. Also pictured at the event 
is “Radon Man” from Naperville-based Radon 
Reduction Systems, Inc. (www.TheRadonMan.
com), who works in radon mitigation services. See 
more information and photos on page 10.

JANE CHARMELO PHOTO Lombardian

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST FOR NAME 
CHANGE (ADULT NAME CHANGE)

CURRENT LEGAL NAME:  
JENNA RAE JURACKA

Case Number:  2023MR000726

My current name is: JENNA RAE JURA-
CKA.  I wish my name to be changed 
to: JENNA RAE TOOMEY.  The court 
date for the Request I filed is scheduled 
on: May 13, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at 505 N. 
County Farm Road, Wheaton, IL, DuP-
age County, in Courtroom #2007.

/s/ Jenna Juracka

Dated: 3/11/2024

Candice Adams
Clerk of the Circuit Court
8085-940502

(Published in The Lombardian
March 21, 28 & April 4, 2024)

452510

NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 79374 was filed in 

the office of the County Clerk of DuPage 
County on MARCH 11, 2024 where-
in the business firm of RELATIVITY 
ACUPUCTURE, 236 MAIN STREET, 
LEMONT, IL 60439 was registered; that 
the true or real name or names of the 
person or persons owning the business, 
with their respective post office ad-
dress(es), is/are as follows:

Richard Maddox, 320 Ottawa Dr., 
Bolingbrook, IL 60440.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand and Official Seal at my 
office in Wheaton, Illinois, this 11TH day 
of MARCH, A.D. 2024.

Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

(Published in The Lombardian
March 21, 28 & April 4, 2024)

452610

NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 79385 was filed 

in the office of the County Clerk of 
DuPage County on MARCH 19, 2024, 
wherein the business firm of BARTOS 
CONSTRUCTION, 5S671 VISTA CIR 
APT 104, NAPERVILLE, IL 60563 was 
registered; that the true or real name or 
names of the person or persons owning 
the business, with their respective post 
office address(es), is/are as follows:

Christoph Bartosewicz, 5S671 Vista 
Cir Apt 104, Naperville, IL 60563.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand and Official Seal at my 
office in Wheaton, Illinois, this 19TH day 
of MARCH, A.D. 2024.

Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

(Published in The Lombardian
March 28, April 4 & 11, 2024)

453094

NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 79386 was filed 

in the office of the County Clerk of 
DuPage County on MARCH 25, 2024 
wherein the business firm of QUALTIY 
HOME REMODELING, 77 W ALTGELD 
AVENUE, GLENDALE HEIGHTS, IL 
60139 was registered; that the true or 
real name or names of the person or 
persons owning the business, with their 
respective post office address(es), is/
are as follows:

Oscar Navarrete, 77 W Altegeld Ave-
nue, Glendale Heights, IL 60139.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand and Official Seal at my 
office in Wheaton, Illinois, this 25TH day 
of MARCH, A.D. 2024.

Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

(Published in The Lombardian
April 4, 11 & 18, 2024)

453362

NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 79388 was filed in 

the office of the County Clerk of DuPage 
County on MARCH 26, 2024 where-
in the business firm of LITIGATION 
PARTNERS GROUP, 606 GLENWOOD 
LANE, LOMBARD, IL 60148 was reg-

istered; that the true or real name or 
names of the person or persons owning 
the business, with their respective post 
office address(es), is/are as follows:

Edmund B. Kavanaugh, 606 Glen-
wood Lane, Lombard, IL 60148.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand and Official Seal at my 
office in Wheaton, Illinois, this 26TH day 
of MARCH, A.D. 2024.

Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

(Published in The Lombardian
April 4, 11 & 18, 2024)

453373

VILLAGE OF LOMBARD NOTICE TO 
BIDDERS

FOR
DEMOLITION SERVICES

The Village of Lombard is now accept-
ing sealed bid proposals for Demolition 
Services.

Bid proposals must be received prior 
to 9:30 a.m. on Monday, May 6, 2024 
at the Public Works Department, 1051 
S. Hammerschmidt, Lombard, Illinois, 
60148, marked “Attention: Carl Gold-
smith” and at that time publicly opened 
and read aloud. Each proposal should 
be placed in a sealed envelope and 
labeled with the preprinted orange and 
white label provided by the Village. Only 
sealed bids will be accepted.

Bid specifications and specific instruc-
tions to bidders may be obtained from 
the Management Analyst at the Village 
Hall. All questions concerning the bid 
document or specifications must be 
submitted in writing to the Manage-
ment Analyst. A written response will 
then be provided to all known bidders 
and made available to the public. No in-
terpretations, clarifications or addenda 
will be issued after the fourth day prior 
to the scheduled bid opening.

All contractors and subcontractors bid-
ding for work involving fixed works con-
structed for public use, for public work, 
or otherwise undertaking public works, 
must pay prevailing wages as required 
by the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act (820 
ILCS 130).

The Village of Lombard reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids and to waive 
all technicalities or to accept the propos-
al deemed most advantageous to the 
Village.

Elizabeth Brezinski 
Village Clerk

(Published in The Lombardian
April 4, 2024)

453488

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS 
BY PUBLICATION. NORTH 

CAROLINA, GUILFORD COUNTY. IN 
THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE, 

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION.
 24 CVD 448

LEON L. KNOWLES 
    V. 
ANDREA LANAE KNOWLES. 

TO: ANDREA LANAE KNOWLES.

Take notice that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action. The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: Abso-
lute Divorce. You are required to make a 
defense to such pleading no later than 
May 4th, 2024, and upon your failure to 
do so the party seeking service against 
you will apply to the Court for the relief 
sought. 
Lisa A. Stewart, Attorney for the Plaintiff, 
LAW OFFICE OF 
STEPHEN E. ROBERTSON, PLLC

437 West Friendly Avenue, Suite 134, 
Greensboro, NC 27401

Posted Dates: 
4/4/2024
4/11/2024 
4/18/2024

(Published in The Lombardian
April 4, 11 & 18, 2024)

453533

LEGAL NOTICES

“The Money Basics series is a 
non-judgmental way to learn how 
to manage personal finances and ex-
plore basic money concepts,” says 
Jamie Mahlandt, family and consum-
er sciences educator. “This webinar 
series offers research-based infor-
mation on various topics to help you 
build a better financial future.”

All sessions are presented at 11 
a.m., and topics include:

• Understanding Credit on April 10
• Strategies for Debt Repayment 

on May 8
• Smart Saving Strategies on June 

12
• Keys to Financial Security on 

July 10
Participation is free, but registra-

tion is required at go.illinois.edu/
MoneyBasics2024.

For more information or if you 
need a reasonable accommodation to 
participate in this program, contact 
Jamie Mahlandt at knuf@illinois.
edu. Early requests are strongly en-
couraged to allow sufficient time to 
meet access needs.

About Illinois Extension
Illinois Extension leads public 

outreach for University of Illinois by 
translating research into action plans 
that allow Illinois families, business-
es, and community leaders to solve 
problems, make informed decisions, 
and adapt to changes and opportuni-
ties. Illinois Extension is part of the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Cham-
paign College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental Sciences.

Writer: Herbert Chavez, media 
communications coordinator, Illinois 
Extension.

•	Strategies   (Continued from page 14)

   THEINDEPENDENT-
NEWSPAPERS.COM

 your source for on-line 
     news:
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NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 79370 was filed in 

the office of the County Clerk of DuPage 
County on MARCH 8, 2024 wherein the 
business firm of CRUZ TAXI EN LIMO, 
638 N IOWA AVENUE, VILLA PARK, IL 
60181-1508 was registered; that the true or 
real name or names of the person or persons 
owning the business, with their respective 
post office address(es), is/are as follows:

Jaime Oswaldo Cruz Silva, 440 W. Ste-
vens Drive Apt G08, Addison, IL 60101.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand and Official Seal at my 
office in Wheaton, Illinois, this 8TH day of 
MARCH, A.D. 2024.

Jean Kaczmarek
DuPage County Clerk

(Published in the Addison Independent, 
Bensenville Independent & Villa Park
Review March 21, 28 & April 4, 2024)

452850

IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT

DUPAGE COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST FOR NAME 

CHANGE (ADULT NAME CHANGE)

CURRENT LEGAL NAME: JOCELYN 
RUBY SAUCEDO ARGUELLO

Case Number:  2024MR000141

My current name is: JOCELYN RUBY 
SAUCEDO ARGUELLO.  I wish my name 
to be changed to: JOCELYN RUBY LUJA-
NO ARGUELLO.  The court date for the 
Request I filed is scheduled on: June 3, 2024 

at 9:00 a.m. at 505 N. County Farm Road, 
Wheaton, IL, DuPage County, in Court-
room #2007.

/s/ Jocelyn Ruby Saucedo Arguello

(Published in the Addison Independent, 
Bensenville Independent & Villa Park
Review March 21, 28 & April 4, 2024)

452555

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWNSHIP BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that a Tentative Bud-
get and Appropriation Ordinance for the 
York Township, DuPage County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2024, 
and ending March 31, 2025, will be on file 
and conveniently available to public inspec-
tion at York Township, 1502 S. Meyers Rd, 
Lombard from and after April 12, 2024.

Notice is further given that a public hear-
ing on said Budget and Appropriation Or-
dinance will be at 7:30 P.M. on May 14, 
2024, at York Township 1502 S. Meyers 
Rd., Lombard and that final action on this 
ordinance will be taken at a meeting to be 
held on May 14, 2024, immediately follow-
ing public hearing.

Dated this 1st day of April 2024
Anthony A. Cuzzone
York Township Clerk

(Published in the E.mhurst Independent, 
Addison Independent, Bensenville 

Independent, Villa Park
Review & Lombardian April 4, 2024)

453232

LEGAL NOTICES

Answers
PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2 CROSSWORD

Can Publish
Your Legals

Call
815-877-4044

Or email your legals to
Legals@

rvpublishing.com
Today!

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC
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Unions back measure protecting employees 
who skip religious or political work meetings

Opponents concerned about broad definitions, potential legal issues
By Alex Abbeduto
Capitol News Illinois

Democrats in the Illinois Senate 
early in March advanced a measure 
that would prohibit Illinois compa-
nies from requiring employees to 
attend work-related meetings about 
politics or religion.

Senate Bill 3649, which is backed 
by organized labor, passed the Sen-
ate Labor Committee 11-4. Backers 
have dubbed it the “Worker Freedom 
of Speech Act.” 

Tim Drea, president of the Illinois 
AFL-CIO labor organization, said 
the bill would help Illinoisans avoid 
unnecessary and potentially uncom-
fortable gatherings in which workers 
are forced to be a “captive audience” 
for their employers’ political or reli-
gious speech.

“They go to work for a paycheck 
and to make a profit for the employ-
er, period,” Drea said. “Not to be in-
doctrinated by anyone’s religious or 
political beliefs.”

Under the proposal, it would be 
illegal for a business to “discharge, 
discipline, or otherwise penalize” an 
employee who “declines to attend or 
participate in an employer-sponsored 
meeting about religious or political 
matters,” according to the bill’s lan-
guage.

Employees who believe their 
workplaces violated the law would 
be able to file a complaint with the 
Illinois Department of Labor and sue 
their employer to reverse any illegal 
punishment, like being fired for not 

attending a meeting. 
Opponents of the bill, like National 

Federation of Independent Business 
Illinois State Director Noah Finley, 
said the legislation would infringe 
on employers’ civil liberties by creat-
ing “content-based discrimination.” 
He also claimed the measure would 
prevent employees from getting new 
points of view from their employer—
such as which legislation their union 
dues could support. 

Republicans on the committee ex-
pressed concerns that the bill’s defi-
nitions of “religious” and “political” 
speech were too broad. 

The bill defines “political matters” 
as anything pertaining to elections, 
changing laws or regulations, or join-
ing advocacy groups, fraternal orga-
nizations, unions or political parties. 
“Religious matters” include anything 
pertaining to belief, affiliation, prac-
tice or decision to join any religious 
organization or association.

Opponents also argued the Gener-
al Assembly has no authority to pass 
the legislation because it’s preempt-
ed by the National Labor Relations 
Act, but no official ruling has been 
made in any of the five other states 
with similar laws.  

Frances Orenic, legislative direc-
tor for Illinois AFL-CIO, said the bill 
does not prohibit employees from 
exercising their right to free speech.

“It will just protect employees if 
they decide not to engage,” Orenic 
told the panel.

The bill was introduced by Sen. 

Robert Peters, D-Chicago. He said he 
filed it in response to a 2022 memo-
randum from the general counsel of 
the National Labor Relations Board. 
The memo advocated for making 
“captive audience” meetings for po-
litical or religious matters a violation 

of the National Labor Relations Act. 
But the NLRB has not taken such 

an action. 
“With no response from the federal 

level, Illinois must step in to promote 
employee-friendly environments,” 
Peters said in a news release. 

While the bill passed committee, 
Orenic said negotiations on final bill 
language will continue in the com-
ing weeks. She noted the AFL-CIO 
was working with groups such as the 
ACLU of Illinois, Equality Illinois 
and Planned Parenthood.

To know more, read public notices in today’s newspaper or go to

Brought to you by Rock Valley Publishing and the Illinois Press Association
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AUTOMOBILES

FOR RENT
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Serving Addison, Bensenville, Elmhurst, 
Lombard & Villa Park

Elmhurst Office (630) 834-8244
In-Print and Onlne at www.TheIndependentNewspapers.com

Classifieds	
Lombard Office (630) 627-7010
In-Print and Onlne at www.Lombardian.infoCall Classifieds at

FOR SALE

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for mon-
ey in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real es-
tate advertising in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
disability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make any 
such preference,  limitation or dis-
crimination. Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD toll-free 

REAL ESTATE

Vans, Mini Vans
2006 E250 FORD CARGO VAN 
and 2002 CHEVY ASTRO VAN. 
Must call Al at 630-853-3059.

Plumbing

 

Painting

 

Tree Services

 

Siding/Gutters

 

Plumbing

 

Wanted

 

Painting

 

Business & Service DIRECTORY

45
34
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AL’S PAINTING SERVICE
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Power Washing Anything

The Home Repair & Improvement Company
No job is too small!

Free Estimates ~ Call 630-853-3059

453427

Thomas-Vil Painting
Semi-Retired Painter looking to do

smaller interior/exterior painting jobs.
• Wallpaper Stripping

• Drywall Repair
Fully insured; Free estimates

40 yrs. exp. / CASH ONLY
630-941-1893

Sink & tub rodding, water 
heaters, sump pumps, 

sewer pumps, leaky pipes 
& faucets

Licensed Plumbers
From Elmhurst

Contact Bill @ 630-918-2945 45
34

21
45

34
63

WEST SIDE PLUMBING, INC.
From A Drip To A Water Heater
Your Complete Plumbing Repair 

& Service Company
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

630-495-9650

45
34

74

JK MAINTENANCE
GUTTERS CLEANED
 • FAST
 • CLEAN
 • INSURED

Call 630-673-2182

45
34

65

T & M TREE SERVICE
• Tree Removal • Tree Trimming

• Bush Removal • Stump Grinding
• Free wood chips

• Free Estimates • Insured
Call Todd

630-303-4641

45
34

29

I BUY OLD TOYS
American Flyer, Lionel trains, Bar-
bie and other dolls; G.I. Joe, Tonka, 
Matchbox, Hot Wheels cars, slot 
cars & more! Plus any other an-
tiques and collectibles. Call:

630-248-3222

at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele 
phone number for the hearing im-
paired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Lombard Apartment

 DOWNTOWN LOMBARD
One bedroom apartment with 

on-site parking, $950 per 
month, heat included.
Available April 15th.

630-514-7911 45
33

86

Reaching Elmhurst •Addison •Bensenville 
Lombard • Villa Park and Beyond

Call 630.834.8244 to
Advertise In Print and Online

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

To be included in the

45
34
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JK MAINTENANCE
PAINTING & MORE

 • Drywall & Tile Repair
 • Deck Repairs & Restaining
 • Driveway Sealcoating

“No Job Too Small”
630-673-2182

Painting

 

For details on placing your
Help Wanted ad in our Classified Section call

(Elmhurst) 630-834-8244 or

(Lombard) 630-627-7010 42
28

00
45

36
36



Thursday, April 4, 2024      Rock Valley Publishing        Page 23

453468

HANDYMAN BILL
Reliable Handyman

Specializing in general maintenance
and repair both inside and out.

FREE ESTIMATES • REASONABLE RATES
630-832-8169

TROUBLE SHOOTING SPECIALISTS

REMODELING WORK & UP-GRADE SERVICE

630-495-8500     630-981-1459 Cell

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

45
34

72

CODE ELECTRIC
• Troubleshooting
• Upgrade Service
• Car Chargers • Remodeling
630-834-2939/630-337-9963 (cell)

Licensed - karl@codeelectric.net
453422

CUSTOM
CONCRETE

Residential driveways,
patios, walkways.

Stamped and colored concrete.
Call Greg 630-469-6898 38

89
22

CUSTOM
CONCRETE

Residential driveways, patios, walkways.
Stamped and colored concrete.

Call Greg 630-469-6898

45
34

62

SUN PRO WINDOW & 
GUTTER CLEANING

“We’re the Best of the Rest
You’ll Be Highly Impressed”

Call Joe @ 773-766-5780
or Paul @ 847-606-5717

- 45 years experience - 45
34

25

• Top Soil & Mulch Delivery •
and Install

• Clean-outs, Junk Removal •
and Demolition Work

Call 630-631-3073

45
36

13

J & D LAWN
CARE/LANDSCAPING

Call Jim at 630-461-2280

• Lawn clean-up
• Lawn aeration
• Leveling blackdirt 
    & sod

~ Free Estimates ~

• Mulch
• Fertilizing & Seeding
• Weekly grass cutting
• Driveway sealcoating

45
34

24
45

34
61

LAWN & SNOW
MANAGEMENT

Available Services • 
Commercial & Residential

Affordable Weekly Mowing  • Aeration
Spring & Fall clean up • Power Raking
Fertilizing and/or Seeding • Sidewalk edging
Black dirt/Mulch/Stone  • Driveway
Bush trimming    sealcoating

Call for Free Estimate • Villa Park
630-832-9530 

Concrete

 

Building Repair/Remodeling

 

Blacktop/Paving/Dirt

 

Handyman

 

Electrical

 

Concrete

 

Windows

 

Misc. Service

 

Landscaping/Lawn/Garden

 

Concrete

 

Electrical

 

Landscaping/Lawn/Garden

 

Reaching Elmhurst •Addison •Bensenville • Lombard • Villa Park and Beyond

CONCRETE RESTORATION
Overlay - Epoxy - Repair

RESTORE/REPLACE CONCRETE
Stoop - Steps - Drives - Garage Floors & More!

* Licensed/Bonded/Insured *
mynorconcrete.com

Bobby 630.520.5812        Mynor 630.631.3073 45
34

66

Call Peter Costello
at 630.307.7500

45
34

26

34 Years of Expertise in...
residential driveways, Patios, stamPed ConCrete

Free estimates

liCensed • Bonded • Fully insured

AMERICAN CONCRETE

453464

GREG STEBEN CARPENTRY
Small Home Repairs and Remodeling

General Carpentry
30+ Years Experience

“Specializing in Quality Workmanship
and Attention to Detail”

630-495-8077

OR SCAN 
FOR QUOTE

successfully serving homeowners since 1987
DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS

NEW CONSTRUCTION - RESURFACING

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED
faheyandsonpaving.com

630-543-6323
REACH US TODAY

Free Estimates within 24 hours

mention this ad for  $100 OFF  your project

SAVE
$100SAVE

$100

45
34
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successfully serving the community since 1986

Call 630.834.8244 to Advertise In Print and Online

Business & Service
DIRECTORY
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Well over sixty years, Pedersen Ryberg has provided meaningful and proven options with total respect 
in keeping with traditional values - whether a traditional funeral, traditional cremation, flameless 

cremation, or memorial service. We strive to maintain family wishes with uncompromised quality and 
value, and guide families in creating a way to remember loved ones.

435 North York Street • Elmhurst, Illinois 60126

(630) 834-1133
www.PedersenRyberg.com     •      info@PedersenRyberg.com

Pre-Planning
Peace of Mind
Option to Pre-Pay
Relieves Burden on Family
    to make Decisions

We’re here for you
Respect
Compassion
Comfortability
Affordable for any budget

What We Do

45
23

94

Plan for the Inevitable...
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because it 
provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a calm and 
rational atmosphere. Start the online planning process now, or meet 
with one of our pre-planning advisors. It just makes sense
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