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AUTO SALVAGE

Murray’s Auto Salvage, Inc.
Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles • Sell Used Parts
Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Closed Sundays & Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525
434296

AUTO BODY REPAIR

The highest quality
repair and complete

customer satisfaction!!!

We have the experience,
skill and facilities to return

your vehicle 
back to showroom

NEW condition

When you need
body work
call us first

608-897-8447
bodycraftersautobody@gmail.com

We have one GOAL at

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway

Proudly serving Brodhead and
the stateline area since 1986 46

96
62

AUTO SERVICE

802 2nd Street, Brodhead, WI
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

608-897-3330 • casey@arnsauto.com

804 2nd Street, Brodhead, WI • 608-897-8088

ARN’S RADIATOR SHOP ARN’S TOWING

ARN’S AUTO SERVICE

Serving 
Brodhead 
for over 
45 years.

24 hours 
per day

–––
7 days 

per week

469857

Asphalt Paving Contractors

800 Briggs Drive
Albany, WI 53502

469856

• ASPHALT PAVING

• SEALCOATING

• CRACK FILLING

• ASPHALT REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES!! • FULLY INSURED!!

serving southern wisconsin since 1996

CALL TODAY 608-862-3141 • www.barteltpaving.com

ASPHALT, PAVING & MAINTENANCE
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Work with our event staff for a personalized
experience. Ask us about our package deals on

business luncheons, funeral luncheons, graduations, and
reunions! 

Creekside Place Evansville, WI

102 Maple Street, Evansville, WI
608-882-0407

info@creeksideplace.org
www.creeksideplace.org

upcoming events

Creekside Cafe - 3rd Monday of the Month
Cruise Nights - 1st Thursday of the Month May-Sept

CreekFest - September 20
Like us on Facebook for event details and more!

COMMUNITY CENTER

469910

EXCAVATING

Schlittler Construction
909 E. 9th Avenue, Brodhead, WI

608-897-4262
Excavating • Grading • Waterways • Crossings

Diversions • Ponds
Soil Borings • Septic Systems • Waterlines

Sand • Gravel • Fill • Top Soil • Ag Lime

    

    

    

    

    

    

46
99

59

Auto Service

469663

301 Industrial Dr., Clinton, WI • 608-676-4000

Owners Don & Cheryl Rhode • alltechautoservice.com

Serving you for over a decade!

Complete Auto ServiCe
Brakes-Mufflers-Electrical • Suspension • Computer Control Systems

Standard & Specialized Services to suit your needs

Authorized dealer Tires

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sunday Closed

$10 OFF on any $50 service
$20 OFF on any $100 service

CONCRETE & LANDSCAPING

• Foundations
• Decorative Concrete
• Patios/Porches

• Driveways
• All Farm Work
• Snow Removal

608-862-3156 • Albany, WI • www.dpconcreteandlandscaping.com
plussconcrete@gmail.com • randydpconcrete@gmail.com

find us on

dp concrete 
& landscaping

Specializing in Concrete Installation • We do projects of all sizes!

46
96

61
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3499 E Tower Rd
PO Box 652

Byron, IL 61010Serving Ogle, Boone & Winnebago County for over 36 years

Installation of NEW Blacktop
Parking Lots & Driveways
Commercial & Residential
Driveway Additions
Blacktop Repairs/Patching
Sealcoating/Crack Filling

¿

¿

¿ RCall For
Your FREE
Estimate

www.kingblacktop.com

¿

¿

 

For All Your Blacktop
and Sealcoat Needs

Installation of NEW Blacktop
Parking Lots & Driveways
Commercial & Residential
Driveway Additions
Blacktop Repairs/Patching
Sealcoating/Crack Filling

Installation of NEW Blacktop
Parking Lots & Driveways
Commercial & Residential
Driveway Additions
Blacktop Repairs/Patching
Sealcoating/Crack Filling

BLACKTOP / PAVING

469664

815-234-2225
or

815-234-4171
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

214 Mill St., Clinton, WI
608-676-5569

cpl@clintonwilibrary.org

MONDAYS:
��Baby�&�Tots�Story�
Time:�10:30�a.m.

TUESDAYS:
��Homeschool�Lego�
Club:�every�second�
Tues.,�10-11�a.m.

Every other 
THURSDAY:

��Homeschool�
Hydroponics�
Program�1-2�p.m.

WEDNESDAYS:
��Gaming:�3-7�p.m.
��Adult�Book�Discussion:�
every�last�Wed.,�1-2�p.m.
�� Intro.�to�Knitting:�every�
third�Wed.,�5-7�p.m.
��Baking�Class:�at�
Emmanuel�Community�
Church�every�last�Wed.,�
6-8�p.m.

FRIDAYS:
��Story�Time:��
10-11�a.m.

SATURDAYS:
��Gaming:��
9�a.m.-noon

Summer Reading Program:
��Registration�starting�

Friday,�April�18

469855

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Saturday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
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COINS & COLLECTIBLES

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS
880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

Turn your Gold 
and Silver into

BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets 
BU Rolls • Gold • Silver •  Platinum • Dental Gold • Sterling Silver

Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches • Diamonds • Jewelry
.999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

434726

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

NEED 
CASH? CASH!
10% 
MORE 

for 
jewelry

with 
this ad!
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Kitchens • Baths • Flooring
Cabinets • Countertops

FREE Estimates & Design Services

6506 Logan Avenue, Belvidere, Ill

www.chbuildersinc.com

815.547.8453
We Do It All

Start to Finish
414060

FLOORING

CEMETERY

41
44

65

BELVIDERE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
“Established 1847”

• Pre-Burial Arrangements • Cremation Burials • Columbarium Niches
• Memorial Markers • Affordable Prices • Park-like Setting

Frank Lloyd Wright Pettit Memorial Chapel on Cemetery Grounds

1121 N. Main St., Belvidere • 815-547-7642
belviderecemetery@comcast.net

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
• Seasonal Maintenance  

of your Furnace & Air 
Conditioning Systems

• Indoor Air Quality Products

Spring • Summer
Winter • Fall

Mike Wymer  Rock City, IL

Call 815-865-5782

“When it’s time to replace the old, inefficient heating & air conditioning equipment,
we’ll help you sort out the options for high efficiency choices at a price you can afford.”

414198

FLOORING
NEW, CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORS INSTALLED, SANDED & FINISHED

CUSTOM SANDING OF OLD FLOORS

Covering Brodhead and the surrounding areas

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

ull  Hardwood Flooring
Hardwood Flooring Specialists for Over 40 Years

Family Owned & Operated

• Real 3/4” hardwood flooring, not a thin laminate
• Custom sanding and finishing of old floors

Call For Free Estimates at 608-558-6570, 608-558-1960 or 608-214-6570

46
91

77

• Sales • Doors • Openers • Replacement sections 
• Service • Cables 
• Installation • Springs

2255 Rte 173
Caledonia, IL 61011

Ph. 815-623-2616
Ph. 815-765-1551

Fax. 815-765-0333

“Life time warranty”

“Visit our showroom”

“We give closure to your garage”

GARAGE DOORS

46
99

34
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410502

FIRE & SAFETY, INC.
2581 PARK AVENUE

BELOIT, WI 53511
608-362-1634
SERVING SOUTHERN 

WISCONSIN AND NORTHERN 
ILLINOIS FOR OVER 60 YEARS

A B C
FIRE SAFETY INSURANCE

Call now.
Peace of mind later.

Stacey 
Block
(815)369-4581

“COUNTRY Financial is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated 
companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, 
COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located in 
Bloomington, Illinois.

469668

469670
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453553

LANDSCAPING

815-248-2601
www.fritzelslandscaping.com

Fritzel’s Landscaping
ServiceS include:

• Brick Patios      • Retaining Walls
• Excavating       • Shorelines

• Plant and Tree Planting

453555

REALTY
Pam Cunningham

Selling? Buying?
Call 815-289-6323

www.PamCunninghamRealtor.com

Professional 
Service

And
Marketing

Power

LIMESTONE

608-289-2891
Wholesale & Retail limestone

3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3”
Breaker Rock

Ryan Farm
     Quarries

46
99

58

REALTY

469669

Ted davenporT
designaTed Managing Broker - owner

Office: 815-947-3963 • cell: 815-238-8781
119 souTh Main sT., sTockTon

mainstreetrealtyil.net

HOME REMODELING

FROM OLD HOME TO NEW HOME,  TRUST TRUHOME!

CALL TO APPLY 

THIS DISCOUNT TO 

YOUR ESTIMATE!

469997
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LAW OFFICE

453589

We Listen To You. We Counsel You.
We Fight For You.

608.882.5944                       shannon-law.com

ATTORNEY
WALTER
SHANNON

104 West Main St.
Evansville, WI

PRACTICE AREAS
• Wills & Trusts
• Probate Law
• Business Law
• Real Estate Law
• Probate & Trust
   Administration
• Personal Injury

24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE & RECOVERY

TOWING  AND  RECOVERY
SINCE 1958 BELOIT, WI

TOWING  AND  RECOVERY
SINCE 1958 BELOIT, WI

TOWING

1633 E. Huebbe Pkwy
Beloit, WI

(608) 362-5377

501 Hemenway Place
South Beloit, IL

(815) 389-3032

National Certified Drivers
FULLY INSURED

43
41

92

STONE

FOOTVILLE
ROCK & LIME CORP

14249 West Dorner Road 
Brodhead WI 53520

www.footvillerocklimecorp.com

WE
DELIVER!

608-876-6608
• Crushed Limestone Products

• Ag Lime for Lawn & Farm Fields

• Free Stall Sand

• Decorative Landscape Stone

• Fill: Dirt & Sand

• Mulch

46
99

52

Realty

300 E. Main St., Lena, IL 61048 
1201 W. Empire St., Freeport, IL 61032

 815-291-2330

Faye Heilman
Designated 
Managing Broker

815-291-9204
WelcomeHomeNW
Illinois@gmail.com

Ashley Heilman
Managing Broker

815-291-8149
ashh2002@hotmail.com

Julie Willson
Broker

815-690-2792
juliewillson63@gmail.com

We’re here for all of your 
real estate needs whether 
it be buying, selling or 
management of your 
investment property.

Give us a call!

469667
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TREE SERVICE

High Top Tree 
Service LLC

• Tree removal/trimming •
• Storm damage •
• Stump grinding •

• Climbing specialist •

Call or
Text:

815-980-0678

Byron, IL

Serving Winnebago & Ogle Counties

Tyler Smith
Fully licensed and insured

tyler@hightoptreeservice.com

434790
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TOWING

CRAIG DUMMER LTDCRAIG DUMMER LTD
43

47
27

Local 
& Long 

Distance
Pecatonica,  

Illinois
– TOWING AND RECOVERY–
Office: 815-239-2331 • Cell: 815-222-5700

ICC 471515 MC •  craigedummer@gmail.com

VETERINARIAN

innebago Animal Clinic
2053 North Winnebago Road

815.335.2314

We are a full service Veterinary 
Clinic with a climate-controlled 

boarding facility.
Sunday pick-up between

5-6 p.m. available.

Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Jared Williams, DVM  •  Britt Hoff, DVM • Meghan Schirger, DVM

www.winnebagoanimalclinic.com

Serving the village since 1946

46
96

66
A Rock Valley Publishing LLC publication

2024

VisitorsGuide

DON’T MISS OUT!

Be part of the
2025 Tourism Guide
Call today 262-728-3411

470426
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WEDDING HALLS

We can accommodate 
your upcoming event!

• Weddings • Celebration of Life
• Family Events • MeetingsClub Room

• Video games • 5 big screen TVs
• A room for small parties

300+
People!

A Beautiful Reception Hall!
— Open tO the public —

Rockton • American Legion 
Walter Graham Post 332

219/221 W. Main St., Rockton, IL
Call us! 815-624-7350

469957

VENUES

It’s Party Time

• Great facility for indoor or  
 outdoor celebration

• Accommodate 400 guests  
 on 2 levels including  
 outdoor deck

• Choose your  
   own caterer

With our beautiful prairie setting,  
the Byron Forest Preserve is the  
ideal location for your special occasion.

outdoor deck

• Choose your 
   own caterer

7993 N River Rd., Byron, IL • (815) 234-8535 www.byronforestpreserve.com

It’s Party Time
With our beautiful prairie setting, 
the Byron Forest Preserve is the 
ideal location for your special occasion.

Affordable 
Wedding 
Packages

SM-ST2188592

469665
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470049

We are proud to be your
HometoWn neWspapers!

For information about advertising 
or home delivery, please call

• 262-728-3411 •

VOL. 59 • NO. 15 
PUBLISHED BY ROCK VALLEY PUBLISHING, LLC THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025

The Post•Journal
75¢

1

Serving the communities of Loves Park and Machesney Park
1

LOVES PARK PD PHOtO Post Journal

 More than 400 Rockford District 205 students participated in a job shadow program, which connects them 

with professionals in fields like Education, Hospitality, and Public Safety.

Loves Park Police welcome Rockford students 

Loves Park Police officers were 

honored to host 12 students from RPS 

205 high schools as part of their job 

shadowing experience, where they 

had the opportunity to explore careers 

in public safety. 

More than 400 students participated 

in this hands-on program, which 

connects them with professionals in 

fields like Education, Hospitality, and 

Public Safety.
Our department had the privilege of 

showing these future leaders what a 

day in law enforcement looks like.

This experience is designed for 

students interested in careers in social 

justice, law enforcement, detective 

work, fire science, teaching, child 

development, and other public service 

sectors.

Not only did the students gain 

valuable insights into their future 

career paths, but they also had the 

chance to network with industry 

professionals and see firsthand the 

important work that goes into serving 

and protecting our community. We 

look forward to helping inspire the 

next generation of public safety 

personnel.

By Margaret Downing

REPORtER

At the village board meeting 

held March 17, Machesney 

Park trustees approved an 

ordinance for adoption of the 

tentative annual Fiscal Year’s 

Budget, first reading, for 

2025/‘26. Amount of the bud-

get from May 1, 2025 to April 

30, 2026 shows total revenues 

of $10,232,256; total expen-

ditures of $9,337,945; fund 

balance, $894,110; beginning 

fund balance, $1,863,028; 

beginning and ending fund 

balance, $19,780.676. More 

information can be find at 

the village website at www.

machesneypark.org.

Resolutions approved were:

*A resolution for an Eco-

nomic Incentive Agreement 

with Jordan Property Man-

agement (JPM, LLC) passed. 

As explained by village an-

alyst Kevyn Sutter, “The 

village agrees to share 50 

percent of retail sales taxes 

collected at 1163 Power Road 

with JPM LLC, not to exceed 

$500,000…or for a period not 

to exceed 10 years. JPM LLC 

is a high-end used car dealer-

ship, and the economic incen-

tive agreement will help JPM, 

LLC redevelop the property 

that is currently uninhabit-

able.”
In conjunction, a resolution 

for a Professional Service 

Agreement with Jordan Prop-

erty was also approved.

*A resolution for a Profes-

sional Services Agreement 

with Fehr Graham for the 

“design of public restrooms 

at Stone’s Landing” passed. 

Sutter explained, Sutter ex-

plained, “As we plan for con-

struction and improvements at 

Stone’s landing, the board has 

requested the design of public 

restrooms to be included in 

the overall improvements of 

the park. These restrooms will 

have to be floodplain compli-

ant, meaning a flow-through 

bathroom, and meet all FEMA 

and IDNR requirements.”

*A resolution for a Profes-

sional Services Agreement 

with McMahon Group for 

“Design of the Access Road 

at Park 90” passed.

*A resolution “Respond-

ing to a zoning application 

under consideration by the 

Winnebago County Zoning 

Board” for 8232 Pueblo Dr. 

was okayed. 
*A “Resolution of Support 

for a Billboard sign in the 

Park 90 Subdivision passed.

--The board also approved 

a number of other items:

*A resolution passed re-

garding “Support for a Bill-

board sign in the Park 90 

Subdivision. This resolution 

is only a resolution of support 

for the business owner to pro-

vide IDOT when they apply 

for their permit.

--Village analyst Kevyn-

Ann Sutter made a number of 

announcements this week:

“The Village of Machesney 

Park welcomes several new 

businesses this spring. Among 

the latest additions are Burch 

Dental, Golden Aura Salon, 

Tap 251, and a high-end car 

dealership.
“Burch Dental is expanding 

its presence with a brand-new 

location at 9721 N. Alpine 

Road, just east of Lowe’s. The 

7,200-square-foot facility will 

offer general dentistry ser-

vices, providing convenient 

and quality care for the com-

munity.
Meanwhile, Tap 251, a new 

bar with gaming, will soon 

open in the former Chug-

ger’s bar on the north side of 

Machesney Park. Owner Xhe-

vdet “Johnny” Shemshedini is 

renovating the space to create 

a vibrant venue that offers not 

only drinks and gaming but 

also additional entertainment 

options for residents and vis-

itors.
“Car enthusiasts will have a 

Fiscal Year’s budget discussed at 

Machesney Park board meeting
new destination as JPM Exot-

ics, a high-end car dealership, 

prepares to open on Power 

Road. Owner Nate Jordan 

is redeveloping a distressed 

property to bring a unique 

selection of exotic cars—ve-

hicles typically hard to find in 

the Rockford market. Reno-

vations will begin this spring, 

with the dealership set to open 

in October 2025.

“For those seeking luxu-

rious self-care, Golden Aura 

Hair & Spa is introducing 

premium Japanese Head Spa 

services to Machesney Park. 

Located at 1335 W. Lane Rd, 

the spa will offer a blend of 

relaxation and rejuvenation, 

including premium hair treat-

ments, skincare, nail services, 

and a soothing combination 

of scalp massage and water 

therapy.
Retail improvements con-

tinue in the area as well. TJ 

Maxx, a longtime anchor at 

Machesney Crossings, is un-

dergoing an in-store renova-

tion to elevate the shopping 

experience for its customers. 

This follows enhancement 

projects at Target and Kohl’s, 

both of which have seen in-

creased foot traffic thanks to 

their prime location along Il-

linois Route 173.”

“We are always excited to 

see economic growth here in 

Machesney Park,” says May-

or Steve Johnson. “Entrepre-

neurs and established busi-

nesses are seeing the appeal 

of the village, especially with-

in the Illinois 173 corridor.” 

”With these exciting new 

businesses and renovations, 

Machesney Park continues to 

grow, offering new services, 

entertainment, and retail ex-

periences for its residents and 

the region.
Under communications 

at the village board meeting 

March 17, Mayor Steve John-

son recognized a donation 

from the Village to the Carl-

son Boys and Girls Club and 

KNIB (Keep Northern Illinois 

Beautiful).
He noted, “At this time it 

is my honor to present too the 

executive director Pam Os-

borne of KNIB with this do-

nation from the Village in an 

effort to help support KNIB 

with their mission-to improve 

the environment through ed-

ucation, public awareness 

and community involvement. 

Thank you for what your or-

ganization does for our local 

environment. On behalf of 

the village board and myself 

please except this donation 

in an effort to help support 

KNIB’s with their mission 

statement to improve the local 

environment.”
“It is my pleasure to pres-

ent to Chip Stoner CEO of 

the Carlson Boys and Girls 

Club with this donation to 

help the club run educational 

programs for the youth of our 

community.
Chip, thank you and the 

club for what you do for the 

youth in Machesney Park. On 

behalf of the village board 

and myself please except this 

donation in an effort to help 

support Carlson Boys and 

Girls Club with programs to 

educate the youth in our com-

munity.”
--Additional information 

provided by Mayor Steve 

Johnson:
At the meeting, photos were 

taken regarding donations for 

Keep Northern Illinois Beau-

tiful and for the Carlson’s 

Boys and Girls Club, as well 

as a photo of Mayor Johnson 

with the Rockford Region 

Collaborative of “the Week of 

the Young Child”

As is always the case, May-

or Johnson closed the meeting 

with “how important it is for 

everyone to shop locally, for 

it helps our local community/ 

businesses year round.”

Under the mayor’s report, 

Johnson also noted, “This 

evening I want to remind 

everyone how important it 

is to go out and vote April 

1st, in our local election…

please let’s do our civic duty 

and vote April 1. Finally this 

evening I want to remind ev-

eryone how important it is to 

shop locally, for it helps our 

local community/businesses 

year round.”

HARLEm-ROSCOE fD PHOtO Post Journal

Thanks Home Depot
 Harlem-Roscoe Fire gives a big thank you to the 

amazing team at the Machesney Park Home Depot for 

their generous donation of wood panels. These mate-

rials will be used to build Palmer Houses, small-scale 

props that allow us to demonstrate fire behavior during 

training exercises. Home Depot’s support helps us en-

hance our skills and better serve our community.
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The Gazette
Serving the communities of Pecatonica, Seward, Winnebago, Durand

1

IATE’s Poetry, Prose, Art and Photography Contest recognized in pro journalTwo students from Pecatonica are among those who will have work showcased The Illinois Association of 
Teachers of English (IATE), 
headquartered at Millikin 
University, Decatur, is pleased 
to announce the results of its 
annual student contest for 
grades 3-12. Outstanding sub-
missions to IATE’s Poetry, 
Prose, Art and Photography 
Contest will be recognized 
in an upcoming issue of the 
Illinois English Bulletin, the 
professional journal of IATE.
 The following Pecatonica 
students work has received 
recognition (details about 
specific awards and categories 
will appear in the soon-to-be-
published issue of the Illinois 
English Bulletin):
 • Pecatonica – Pecatonica 
High School: Brooklyn Con-
nell, Anna Munson
 The rest of the students 
from other areas include the 
following:
 • Beach Park – Beach Park 
Middle School: Kyranni Avi-
la, Ailene Navarro, Nguyen 
Nguyen, Amaryllis Pena, Re-
bekah Perez, Allison Tenorio
 • Belleville – Belleville 
West High School: Cole 
Kreher, Allison Sheldon;
 • Carbondale, Carbondale 
Middle School: Micah Whee-
tley
 • Chicago – Taft High 
School: Om Kanabar
 • Cicero, Unity Junior High 
School: Evelyn Haro Rodri-
guez
 • Flossmoor – Home-
wood-Flossmoor High 
School: Javiyah Israel, Rylee 
Miller, Mila Ponce
 • Glenview – Glenbrook 
South High School: Boden 
Williams
 • Hinsdale – Hinsdale 
Central High School: Alec 

Allegra, William Bradford, 
Safaa Bushner, Nicole Chang, 
Yazmin Crisotomo, Natalie 
Duba, Niko Miceli, Grishma 
Naidu, Ella Russell, Shaila 
Shah
 • Lake Forest – Lake Forest 
High School: Rowan Homan, 
Bri Hymans, Curran Jenkins, 
Matthew Willey
 • Libertyville – Libertyville 
Community High School: 
Anavi Agarwal, Sarah Bar-
bee, Ava Koot, Shagun Poo-
nia, Asna Qureshi, Mallory 
Subrinksky, Yuvia Valencia, 
Angela Xiao
 • Lincolnshire – Adlai E. 
Stevenson High School: Re-

ese Areopagita, Lillian Bren-
ner, Angela Ho, Peter Kapeta-
nopoulos, Lia Koski, Lynde 
Mogensen, Oluwatomi Ogun-
dimu, Sophie Pigeon, Finch 
Shaw, Aditi Thota
 • Oak Park – Fenwick High 
School: Natalya Lomeli, Ava 
Marijan, Gracie Quiroga, Nox 
Rodriguez
 • Peru – St. Bede Acade-
my: Andrea Brandner, Brody 
Hahn, Yejun Jang, Kamila Or-
tiz
 • Rossville – Rossville Al-
vin Grade School: Cheyanne 
Phillips
 • Vernon Hills – Vernon 
Hills High School: Neha 

Kulkarni
 • Washington – Washing-
ton Community High School: 
Lily Pokarney
 IATE sponsors the annual 
contest for students as a way 
to recognize exceptional stu-
dent writing and artwork and 
to help students discover the 
satisfaction to be found when 
engaged in such creative en-
deavors. 
 IATE President Kim Kot-
ty, of Fenwick High School, 
thanks the many participating 
teachers and their students 
who submitted their poetry, 
prose, art, and photography 
for the judges’ consideration. 
“We are proud to showcase 
the work of young people 
from throughout the state 
of Illinois,” she said. “I am 
continually impressed by the 
writers and artists who share 
themselves with the world 
through their work. This con-
test affirms the power of lan-
guage and the value of telling 
your own story. We are grate-
ful to the students, teachers, 
and judges who have made 
this contest possible.”
 Dr. Kaitlin Glause, as-
sistant professor of English 
at Millikin University and 
IATE’s Executive Secretary, 
applauds students for shar-
ing their creativity, saying, 
“Students from across the 
state have contributed their 
work. I hope [this contest] is 
a reminder to all of us that the 
written word, whether poetry 
or prose, can be a meaning-
ful and tangible contribution 
as we collectively navigate 
the challenges of the world 
around us.”
 Established in 1907, IATE 
is the oldest professional or-

ganization of literacy educa-
tors in the nation. Members 
consist of English and English 
Language Arts educators at all 
grade levels from elementary 
through university. 
 The mission of IATE is 
to improve the quality of in-
struction in English at all ed-
ucational levels; to encourage 
research, experimentation, 
and investigation in the teach-
ing of English; to facilitate 
professional cooperation of 
the members; to hold public 
discussions and programs; 

to sponsor the publication of 
desirable articles and reports; 
and to integrate the efforts of 
all those who are concerned 
with the improvement of in-
struction in English.
 An affiliate of the Na-
tional Council of Teachers 
of English, IATE champions 
diversity, equity, inclusion, 
and academic freedom in the 
classroom.
 For more information 
about IATE, visit the organi-
zation’s website, iateonline.
org.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing Anna Munson (left) and Brooklyn Connell (right) will have their submissions to the IATE’s Poetry, Prose, Art and Photography Contest recognized in an upcoming issue of the Illinois English Bulletin, the professional journal of IATE.

WINNBEAGO INDIANS SOFTBALL FACEBOOK PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing Aubrey Eklund (No. 5), Kyla Warkentien (No. 21), and Ella Carlson (No. 8) pause for a photographic moment in their March 21 game against Le-Win. They won 6-4.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT
 The Illinois High School 
softball season is still young, 
but it would be hard to find a 
team having a better start than 
the Winnebago Indians. After 
four games played, the Indians 
were still perfect at 4-0. That 
includes victories over well-
known softball programs like 
the Lena-Winslow Panthers 
and the Orangeville Broncos 
last week. 
 The Indians opened the new 
campaign with a home game 
on March 17. That day, they 
played host to the Freeport 
Pretzels, a team that went 18-9 
last year. Winnebago was com-
ing off a season in which they 
finished 10-14. 
 It was Winnebago who came 
out swinging. Freeport made 
some noise early on, when they 
got a pair of runners on base in 
the top of the first inning. But 
Vern Gilley-Amdal managed to 
pitch her way out of trouble. In 
just four pitches, Gilley-Amdal 
struck out the final out of the 

inning. 
 After getting out of trouble, 
the Winnebago bats went to 
work in the bottom half. Kyla 
Warkentien led the inning off 
with a single up the middle. 
Sammi Falnes followed that up 
with a home run to center field, 
giving the Indians a 2-0 lead 
before Winnebago had even 
gotten out. Grace Corl would 
go on to score on a passed ball, 
giving the Indians a 3-0 lead to 
end the first. 
 Winnebago never looked 
back. They exploded for an-
other eight runs in the bottom 
of the second. Eventually, they 
would win the game by a score 
of 13-2, ending things after just 
five innings of play. Corl led the 
way at the plate, going three for 
three with two runs scored and 
one run batted in. Falnes fin-
ished the day two for four with 
two runs scored and two RBI. 
Kyla was also two for four with 
two runs scored and two RBI. 
The Indians combined for elev-
en hits in the season opener. 
 Just 24 hours later, the Indi-

ans were back in action. They 
were back at home playing host 
to a Harlem Huskies squad that 
went 21-9 last year. Harlem 
kept things much closer, but the 
Indians managed to come out 
on top of a close one in Husky 
territory. 
 It took an epic comeback ef-
fort to get the job done. Things 
weren’t looking good early on, 
as Harlem jumped out to a 5-0 
lead in the very first inning. 
 It took some time, but the 
Indians began chipping away 
at that lead in the bottom of 
the first inning. After a leadoff 
single by Kyla, she eventually 
scored on an Aubrey Eklund 
ground out. That got Winneba-
go on the board, but they were 
still trailing 1-5 after the first. 
 The pitching and defense 
settled down after that, allow-
ing the offense time to com-
plete the comeback. The Indi-
ans made it a game again with 
two more runs in the bottom of 
the third. After a Falnes single,  

Durand FFA member 
ranks high in contest
 Durand FFA member Hailey 
Kinney participated in the Section 
1 FFA Supervised Agricultural 
Experience Proficiency Contest. 
 Proficiencies consist of keeping a record book on an activity in an area of agriculture and then competing 
with that record book. Kinney was 
in the area of Dairy Placement. 
She keeps records of caring for and 
showing heifers on her family’s dairy farm, Udder Confusion Dairy. The goal of these books is to track an FFA member’s growing responsibilities and efficiency while working in this area.  Kinney’s responsibilities include daily care of the UCDF’s heifers. She is growing her knowledge of medical treatments for the heifers and selecting quality animals for showing. 

 The Durand FFA is pleased to share that Kinney placed second out of seven in the area of Dairy Placement. She is only a freshman this year so her records were from July 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024.  They are excited to see how she progresses throughout her time as an FFA member and more entries are added to her records.

Hailey Kinney

Winnebago softball off to red-hot season start

See SOFTBALL, Page 10

Rockton FD photo The Herald

Awards Banquet
 Rockton Fire Chief Kirk Wilson was recognized for 15 years of service serv-
ing as Chief of the Department during the annual Awards Banquet on March 15.
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MARIAnnE MUELLER photo The Herald

 Mrs. Megan Forsythe is the well deserved winner of the  2025 Golden Apple “Outstanding Principal.” 

By Marianne Mueller
REpoRtER

Golden colored balloons, 
and a banner that was hung 
on a wall with the words, 
“Outstanding Principal,” sur-
rounded the gymnasium in 
Whitman Post Elementary 
School (WPES) on the morn-
ing of Wednesday, March 19 
where students, staff, teach-
ers, members of the commu-
nity, friends and family gath-
ered to surprise Mrs. Megan 
Forsythe. 

Prior to the big surprise 
WPES teacher Amy Meier 
warmed the students up, by 
leading them in yelling out 
the words “Outstanding Prin-
cipal, and the spelling out her 
last name, and clapping along 
to music while stating, “Mrs. 
Forsythe rocks, and We love 
you Mrs. Forsythe.”

Forsythe entered with Su-
perintendent Glen Terry to 
loud, booming cheers, and ap-
plause Students waved flags, 
or pom poms. Others held up 
paddles featuring Forsythe’s 
photo. Colorful confetti 
popped into the air.

Kyle Keith of Collins 
Aerospace is a Golden Apple 
Foundation Board member 
and Program volunteer in 
charge of programs. He and 
sponsor McDonald’s Corpo-
ration recognized Mrs. For-
sythe as the 2025  “Outstand-
ing Principal.”

Keith introduced Executive 
Director of the Golden Apple 
Foundation, Jennifer Stark.

Stark said, ”Megan, we are 
so excited to celebrate with 
you today.

Your dedication to your 
students and your staff show 
every single day as you grow 
this cognitive learning and 
growing environment here at 
Whitman Post Elementary.”

Stark tapped into a few of 
Forsythe’s accomplishments, 
which are too many to list.

“You have been the Princi-
pal here at Whitman Post for 
the past 10 years.

Forsythe won a Golden Ap-
ple in 2009 while teaching at 
Prairie Hill School.

For the first time ever your 
school was named Exemplary 
School by the Illinois State 
Board of Education.

“Your school is in the top 
10 percent of all schools in 
Illinois. Your leadership and 
dedication to cultivating these 
lifelong learners and for help-
ing your teachers feel empow-
ered with the tools and skills 
to succeed.”

“Megan sets high standards 
for her staff while support-
ing them through mentoring, 
coaching, and developing 
their skills all while caring for 
them not only as teachers but 
as individuals with their own 
needs and families.”

Her nominator says, “Me-
gan sees everyone in her team 
at the school from custodians 

to teachers as an integral part 
of the opportunity as a school 
to make an impact on kids.”

Stark stated that there were 
many nominators.

“Megan’s focus has always 
remained on the students. 
No matter how busy you are 
every morning you greet stu-
dents by name, and there are 
500 students. Even when she 
ruptured her Achilles that 
didn’t stop her. You check in 
with your staff and students 
every morning.”

Megan celebrates student 
successes through As good 
as gold, The Book of Success 
and The Real Tough Cookie 
incentives and Posting with 
Pride. She stands behind pos-
itive student growth through 
Think Tank’s. Students fill 
out a form to think through 
their decisions to make better 
choices in the future.

Megan  helped to create a 
District Equity team, focusing 
on diversity and inclusion of 
students in the area schools.

“Your middle name should 
be fun,” Stark said

To reward students for 
successful Fun Runs she has 
turned herself into a human 
sundae, kissed an alpaca and 
has camped out on the school 
roof with fellow principals.

Additionally Megan also is 
a fundraiser, leading to a new 
playground at her school in 
2023. She has also fostered 
strong partnerships with the 
business community. She has 
been the administrative liai-
son of the PTO working with 
parents to build that sense of 
safety and inclusion. Megan is 
a Hononegah Booster.

Superintendent Glen Terry 
said, “What an honor it is to 
be here today. I had the priv-
ilege of 10 years ago hiring 
Megan an seeing how much 
she has grown as a leader, just 
tremendously between that 
time and now.

Even at that time you knew 
she had what it takes to be an 
incredible leader. She had a 
strong, committed vision of 
that culture for her students, 
her staff, for her families. She 
has gone above and beyond 
to give back. Hands down in 
my career she is the best hire. 
This is an awesome day to 
celebrate. We know what kind 
of person we have, great job.”

Forsythe was presented 
with an award and a check for 
$1,000 to use at WPES from 
McDonald’s Corporation. 
Forsythe will also be recog-
nized on April 25 at the Gold-
en Apple Foundation banquet.

Megan said, “I am just 
waiting to wake up from this 
dream, it is very surreal.

This award is amazing but 
this award isn’t mine. This 
award belongs to every single 
person sitting in this gymnasi-
um today.

“We have the most amazing 
third, fourth and fifth graders 

Whitman Post Elementary School Principal 
presented with ‘Outstanding Principal Award’

you will ever find anywhere 
else. Please know every one 
of you is important, you are 
loved, you belong here.

“You all lift me up even at 
times I didn’t think it was pos-
sible. Thanks to all who have 
made a girl’s dreams come 
true. What an amazing thing 
to bring to our school.”

Students praised Mrs. For-
sythe with the words they 
practiced earlier that day.

“I am overwhelmed with 
gratitude to be surrounded 
by an incredible team and 
community who make it so 
easy for me to love what I do. 
Keep on shining Rockton!” 
Forsythe said.

Before becoming Principal 
at WPES Forsythe taught at 
Willowbrook Middle School, 
which was built in 2009, and 
at Prairie Hill from 2003- 
2015 where she taught middle 
school math.

She also taught at Cerro 
Gordo Middle School from 
2002-2003.

“I had several waitress jobs 
throughout her high school 
and college years. “This 
helped to prepare me for life,” 
Forsythe said.

Forsythe studied at the 
University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Elementary Education. 
She attended National-Louis 
University where she earned 
a Master of Education in Cur-
riculum and Instruction, and 
studied at Aurora University 
in Educational Leadership.
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By Jodi Baumgartner

4-H PROGRAM COORDINATOR, 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

EXTENSION

 Five Ogle County 4-H 

youth competed in the 

Northwest Regional Compe-

tition for Illinois 4-H Horse 

Bowl and Hippology earlier 

in March and were rewarded 

for their efforts. This event 

was held at Sauk Valley 

Community College in Dix-

on.
 The 4-H Horse Bowl and 

Hippology provides an op-

portunity for youth enrolled 

in 4-H horse projects to 

demonstrate their knowledge 

of equine-related subject 

matter in a competitive set-

ting. These contests provide 

an educational experience 

for both participants and 

spectators. Youths work as a 

team to answer questions and 

compete against other teams 

in the same class. They also 

work individually to answer 

questions. Some 4-H’ers 

also complete a written exam 

based on their knowledge.

 The Ogle County 4-H Ju-

nior Horse Bowl team placed 

first out of nine teams and 

will compete at the Illinois 

State 4-H Horse Bowl con-

test next month. The Junior 

team members are Adalyn 

Bocker, Kenzie Hongser-

meier, Lily Hongsermeier, 

and Stella Lombardozzi. 

Addison Diehl is also a 

team member but wasn’t at 

the Regional competition. 

In Junior Individual points, 

Adalyn ranked second, Lily 

ranked fifth, and Kenzie was 

eigth.
 Addison Yordy compet-

ed for her first year in the 

Senior Horse Bowl divi-

sion and was placed on the 

Bureau County team. She 

scored fourth place overall 

for Senior Individual points. 

She also placed first in the 

Intermediate Horse Judging 

portion.
 In Hippology, Kenzie 

Hongsermeier placed fifth in 

the Junior division. Addison 

Yordy placed second, and 

Adalyn Bocker placed third 

in the Intermediate division. 

Adalyn also placed third 

overall in the Intermediate 

Oral Questions. In April, all 

three girls will compete at 

the Illinois State 4-H Hip-

pology contest.

 Congratulations to all, 

and good luck with the state 

contests.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Ogle County 4-H Junior Horse Bowl Regional champions, from left: Adalyn Bocker, Stella Lombardozzi, Kenzie 

Hongsermeier, and Lily Hongsermeier.

Sheriff’s Office announces St. 

Patrick’s Day enforcement results
 The Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office announced it issued 

103 total citations during the 

St. Patrick’s Day enforcement 

period. Citations were issued 

for various offenses includ-

ing:
 • 1 arrest for DUI

 • 11 arrests for suspended, 

revoked or no valid driver’s 

licenses
 • 19 citations for uninsured 

motorists
 • 34 citations for speeding 

violations
 • 36 citations for other vio-

lations
 • 2 citations for cannabis 

violations
 • 3 citations for seat belt vi-

olations.
 “We strongly enforce traf-

fic laws for one reason – to 

save lives,” said Sheriff Brian 

VanVickle.
 The Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office joined forces with state 

and local law enforcement 

and highway safety partners 

in the St. Patrick’s Day en-

forcement campaign.

 The safety effort was fund-

ed by federal highway safety 

funds administered by the Illi-

nois Department of Transpor-

tation.

Byron students have scholarships 

available to them, due April 2
Wanda Murphy Cacciatore 

Scholarship

 The Wanda Murphy Cacciatore 

Scholarship is awarded to a woman 

residing in the Byron School District who 

would like to continue their education 

in college/community college, a GED 

program, or a vocational/professional 

training program.

Byron Women’s Club Empowerment 

Scholarships

 The Byron Women’s Club 

Empowerment Scholarships are awarded 

this year to a woman and a man residing 

in the Byron School District who would 

like to continue their education in college/

community college, a GED program or a 

vocational/professional training program.  

How to apply

 Please pick up applications for these 

scholarships at the Byron High School 

Guidance Office, 696 North Colfax Street.  

Contact Becky Little at 815-509-3925 if 

you have any additional questions.

 Completed application forms for both 

scholarships must be turned into the 

Guidance Counselor’s Office at the Byron 

High School by Wednesday, April 2.

MERIDICAN CUSD 223 FACEBOOK PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Rocking fun socks for support
 Monroe Center Grade School certainly showed their spirit as they “Rocked 

their Socks” on March 21 to support World Down Syndrome Day and all of their 

friends. Students and staff had amazing participation.

Ogle County youth rank high at 

the Regional Horse Competition
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WBCGS April 
meeting discusses 

newspaper research
The Winnebago/Boone County Genealogical Society will be holding their next meeting on Saturday, April 5, 1:30 p.m., at the East Branch of the Rockford Public Library, 6685 East State St.
The meeting and presentation can be attended in person or via Zoom.
Bob Bertolasi will be the speaker, with the topic of “AI in Genealogy.”
Bertolasi will present a view of various AI platforms and how they are integrating with genealogy research. He will discuss the power of using AI assistance for re-search and recovery of artifactual data, and he will discuss the fictional/artificial influences (called Hallucinations) that are easily created when using generative AI without a significant amount of oversight. He will review what is being done by leaders in the integration efforts to combat ingestion of non-factual details that can derail the efforts of others going forward. Bertolasi will present current ratings for various AI platforms as well as future expectations for user-friendly AI tools for genealogists.

After graduating from East High School, Bertolasi served in the U.S. Air Force until 1962, later earning a degree in General Science from Rockford College (now University) with majors in Physics, Mathematics, and Psychology. His career has spanned roles at Ingersoll Milling, Kelsey Hayes Gunite Foundry and Twin Disc, and he has worked in 31 countries and logged over 1.8 million air miles. Now retired, Bertolasi joined Rock Valley College’s Center for Learning in Retirement in 2012 and is currently an instructor, committee member, and media specialist. In addition, he enjoys a lifelong interest in photography and showcasing his customized 1950 Ford at car shows.
To register in advance for this program, visit the WBCGS Facebook page at facebook.com/WBCGS for the Zoom link, or visit their website at www.wbcgensociety.org
For more information, call Diane McCue at 815-543-2287.

Upcoming WBCGS meetings
The Winnebago/Boone County Genealogical Society hold their meetings at the East Branch of the Rockford Public Library, 6685 East State St. Most meetings and presentations can be attended in person or via Zoom, unless otherwise stated.
To register in advance for their programs, visit the WBCGS Facebook page at facebook.com/WBCGS for the Zoom link, or visit their website at www.wbcgensociety.org
For more information, call Diane McCue at 815-543-2287.
• Saturday, May 3, 1:30 p.m.: “Civil War” with Scott Norrick. The presentation will highlight websites and strategies for accessing additional records like head-stones, state-level documents, and regimental histories. In person and Zoom.
• Thursday, June 5, 6 p.m.: “DAR/SAR” with Darlene Schoepski and Sharon Thomasson. For those interested in learning about the history and membership process of the Daughters and Sons of the American Revolution, attendees can find comprehensive information here. These organizations honor the legacy of individuals who contributed to American independence, and they offer details on how to verify lineage, understand their mission, and apply for membership. In person and Zoom.• Thursday, Aug. 7, 6 p.m.: “One Touch Genealogy Research” with Thomas MacEntee. Learn the best way to extract as much information as possible from a genealogy record on the first pass. They will cover how to save and name record images, how to transcribe and extract information, how to create a quick source citation, and how to make sure the record can be found in the future. Zoom only.

• Saturday, Sept. 6, 1:30 p.m.: “Researching your DNA matches when they don’t give their information” with Kate Penny Howard. Near the top of a match list, there could be a mystery match that just might be the key to the research. The only problem is that they don’t have a visible tree. Learn strategies, tips, and tricks to help squeeze all the information out of matches. Zoom only.• Saturday, Oct. 4, 1:30 p.m.: “FamilySearch 101” 

See meeting, Page 6

NLI’s Legacy Tree Program 
announces the weeping Higan 
cherry (Prunus pendula, for-
merly Prunus subhirtella ‘Pen-
dula’) as the March Tree of the 
Month. This tree, nominated 
by Tim Gruner, garden cura-
tor and head of Horticulture at 
Anderson Japanese Gardens 
(Rockford), measures a height 
of 28 feet, with a trunk circum-
ference of 46.2 inches, and an 
average crown spread of 30 
feet.

Weeping Higan cherry is 
native to Japan but is planted 
around the world in similar 
climates because of its beauti-
ful spring bloom and graceful, 
pendulous branches. It’s iconic 
in Japanese-themed gardens 
and this tree is the largest 
known in the region and grows 
just off the northwest corner 
of the Spring Creek Partners 
office overlooking Rockford’s 
renowned Anderson Japanese 
Gardens, 318 Spring Creek 
Road, Rockford, IL 61107. 

As one of several species 
and many cultivars of “flower-
ing cherries” – their ephemeral 
bloom in Japan is the equiva-
lent of holiday and one makes 
time to experience their bloom 
in a practice known as “hana-
mi”. From bud through bloom 
to raining petals as the flower-
ing is done, they are a symbol 
of our short lives well lived.

“We bring you this as our 
legacy tree to challenge every-
one to make time and experi-
ence the many beautiful trees 
around the region that will be 
coming into bloom over the 
next couple of months,” said 
Alan Branhagen, executive 
director for Natural Land Insti-
tute. “Though weeping Higan 
cherry is not native, it is not 
invasive and does provide for 
pollinators, and even at least 
some of our native insects in-
cluding the Eastern tiger swal-
lowtail butterfly utilize it as a 
host

Weeping Higan cherry is 
usually sold at nurseries as a 
graft on top of a sweet cherry 
trunk and some trees around 
town have reverted back to the 
sweet cherry as sprouts from 
the trunk overtake the graft of 
weeping branches. Flowers are 
single and light pink but there 
are cultivars with double flow-
ers that look like pendant pink 
tutus. 

The March legacy tree is a 
full tree with no graft and is 
a single flowering plant. Few 
fruits (they are tiny cherries) 
are produced, probably be-
cause most cherries need to be 
cross-pollinated – remember 
cloned plants are all the same 
plant.

Fall color on weeping Higan 
cherry can be lovely shades 

CHRISTOPHER REISETTER PHOTO 
Rock Valley Publishing

   The Natural Land Insti-
tute’s Legacy Tree Program 
announces the weeping 
Higan cherry (Prunus pen-
dula, formerly Prunus sub-
hirtella ‘Pendula’) as the 
March Tree of the Month. 
It was nominated by Tim 
Gruner, garden curator 
and head of Horticulture at 
Anderson Japanese Gar-
dens (Rockford).

Weeping Higan cherry represents ‘hanami’
NLI’s Legacy Tree Program - March Tree of the Month

from apricot to oranges and 
red in late fall – bringing an-
other season of color to the 
garden.

Visit Anderson Japanese 
Gardens this spring and 
see this and the many other 
spring-flowering trees that 
provide us (and pollinators!) 
with a riot of color after a long 
winter. For hours, admissions 
pricing and other important in-
formation please visit: https://
andersongardens.org/.

See tree, Page 6
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Jared Romano will head to 
Augusta National for Drive, 
Chip and Putt event
By Jennifer Eisenbart
STAFF WRITER
 For Darien native Jared Romano and his family, a dream will come true in the next two weeks. Romano will compete at Augusta National Golf Club – one of the world’s premiere golf courses and home of The Masters – April 6, the weekend before The Masters will dominate golf-related headlines. Romano earned a spot in the National Drive, Chip and Putt contest by winning the third of three rounds of regional competition Oct. 6 at TPC Deere Run in the Quad Cities area.

 It’s Romano’s sixth year competing in the competition, but his first time making the cut to the national tournament, which will be aired live on the Golf Channel (time to be determined). How the qualifying process works: • There are three rounds of competition – the local qualifier, sub-regional qualifying and then regional qualifying. Three in each age group advance from the local competition, two from the sub-regional – and then the winner from regionals. • Golfers get three shots at each of the three stations – drive, chip and putt – for a total of nine shots. Each shot receives a point value, and

Local teen to compete in 
national golf contest

SUBMITTED PHOTO Southern Lakes Newspapers
 Darien resident Jared Romano, playing with Clinton’s golf team through an agreement with the school, watches the scoreboard at the final stage of the 2025 Drive, Chip and Putt contest at TPC Deere Run in the Quad Cities area in October. Romano won the 14-15-year-old age group to qualify for the national finals at The Masters in Augusta.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Southern Lakes Newspapers Jared Romano holds his first-place award after qualifying for the national Drive, Chip and Putt finals last fall.
See ROMANO, Back Page

 The Clinton Senior Center presents a free community event called “Time Travel Through History for All Ages” on Saturday, April 19, from 1 to 3 p.m. Hosted at the Clinton Elementary School. The event is funded by the Green Bay Packers Founda-tion through the Clinton Community Historical Society. “Time Travel” is a living history portrayal of Lucille Ball by Leslie Goddard.
 In the 1950s, comedienne Lucille Ball captured the hearts of television audiences across the nation. Her wacky hijinks and fearless enthusiasm kept thousands laughing. Off-screen, she and her real-life husband Desi Arnaz launched their own tele-vision studio and pioneered new technologies. But what does it mean when an on-screen legend clashes with her off-screen reality? In this historical portrayal, historian and actress Leslie Goddard brings Lucy to life, paying tribute to both the true com-ic legend and the real woman behind the myth.  Please note that this program is not a “celebrity imperson-ation” or a Lucy Ricardo celebrity look-a-like event/contest. It is an entertaining and educational historical portrayal, exploring the life of Lucille Ball.

 Light refreshments will be served after the performance.

 Historian and actress Leslie Goddard will bring Lucille Ball to life on Saturday, April 19, paying tribute to her in a family-free event called “Time Travel Through History for All Ages.”
SUBMITTED PHOTO The Clinton Topper

‘Time Travel Through History’ with Lucille Ball on April 19

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Clinton Topper Eight Clinton high school students will be competing at the 2025 SkillsUSA Wisconsin State Leadership and Skills Conference in Madison on April 1-2. Shown here competing at the regional com-petition in Gateway Technical College on Feb. 14 from this year, are (from left): Brooklynn Gross, Oliver Melson, and Neva Clarke

SkillsUSA Conference 
scheduled for April 1-2
Clinton’s students just some of the 
more than 1,750 competing this year The 52nd annual SkillsUSA Wis-consin State Leadership and Skills Conference will be held in Madison on Tuesday, April 1 and Wednesday, April 2. Competitions will take place at the Alliant Energy Center, 1919 Alliant Energy Center Way, and Madison Area Technical College (MATC), 1701 Wright St. The open-ing and awards ceremonies will take place in the Alliant Energy Center’s Veterans Memorial Coliseum, while the competitions will be held in the Exhibition Hall as well as at MATC. The Clinton High School Skill-sUSA Wisconsin chapter will again be competing at the conference this year. The students competing this year, and their challenge, are:

 • Jada Bell, freshman, Architec-tural Drafting
 • Neva Clarke, junior – Chap-ter Display and Team Engineering Challenge
 • Brooklynn Gross, junior – Chap-ter Display and Team Engineering Challenge
 • Oliver Melson, senior – Chap-ter Display and Team Engineering Challenge
 • Briana Garcia, junior – Custom-er Service
 • Maria Rangel, junior – Job In-terview
 • Joe Collins, junior – Welding Fabrication
 • Connor Whalen, junior – Weld-ing Fabrication
 The 2025 conference will fea-ture more than 1,750 middle, high school, and college/post-secondary students, over 200 teachers, and more than 300 industry volunteers working in over 75 competitions (the competitions are for high school students unless indicated), includ-ing:

 • 3D Printing and Design
 • Additive Manufacturing (Mid-dle School)*
 • Advertising Design
 • Architectural Drafting/CAD*
 • Automated Manufacturing Technology
 • Automotive Maintenance and Light Repair 
 • Automotive Service Technology
 • Aviation Maintenance Technol-

ogy (new for 2025)
 • Baking and Pastry Arts (new for 2025)
 • Barbering
 • Cabinetmaking
 • Carpentry
 • Chapter Display
 • CNC 2-Axis Turning Program-mer
 • CNC 3-Axis Milling Program-mer
 • CO2 Dragster (Middle School)
 • Collision Repair Technology*
 • Commercial sUAS Drones
 • Community Service
 • Computer Programming 
 • Cosmetology
 • Criminal Justice
 • Culinary Arts*
 • Customer Service
 • Diesel Equipment Technology
 • Digital Cinema Production
 • Electrical Construction Wiring
 • Electronics Technology
 • Engineering Technology/Design
 • Entrepreneurship (High School and Middle School)
 • Extemporaneous Speaking
 • Facilithon
 • First Aid/CPR
 • Industrial Robotics
 • Information Service Technology
 • Job Interview (High School and Middle School)
 • Job Skill Demonstration A (High School and Middle School)
 • Job Skill Demonstration Open (High School and Middle School)
 • Marine Service Technology
 • Masonry
 • Medical Math
 • Medical Terminology
 • Photography
 • Pin Design National Bound
 • Power Equipment Technology
 • Precision Machining Technolo-gy (CNC Technician)*
 • Prepared Speech (Middle School)
 • Promotional Bulletin Board
 • Related Technical Math (Middle School)
 • Robotics: Urban Search and Rescue (High School and Middle School)
 • Screen Printing Technology

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Clinton Topper Jada Bell (left) competing at a regional competition this past February.

See SKILLSUSA, Back Page
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Cardinal boys return 
six bats from 2024 
conference champ team
By Trenten Scheidegger

CORRESPONDENT

 The Brodhead-Juda Car-

dinals are hoping to take the 

next step offensively on the 

baseball diamond in 2025. 

After winning a Rock Val-

ley-Rock Conference Cham-

pionship last year, the Cardi-

nals return six starting hitters 

to their lineup this year. A 

deep senior class of experi-

enced bats and a dedicated 

offseason are just some of the 

reasons Brodhead-Juda Head 

Coach, Aaron Guilbault, is 

excited for this year’s squad.

 The Cardinals will have to 

replace three major pieces, 

however. Evan Senobe, Ryan 

Searls, and Kohen Sawle were 

all four-year starters who 

played a major role in Brod-

head-Juda winning its first 

conference championship in 

over forty years. Additionally, 

they held down the middle of 

the infield, which Guilbault 

hopes to rebuild this season. 

“We lose three starters on 

defense, and both shortstop 

and second base will be areas 

to develop throughout this 

season,” Guilbault shared, 

when asked about the chal-

lenges this year’s team will 

face. Senobe was also a First 

Team All-Conference talent in 

center field, which leaves an-

other big hole in the Cardinal 

defense. “Our outfield depth 

is great, but in the past five 

years we have had superior 

outfields, from Aidyn Vondra 

to Evan Senobe manning cen-

ter field. It’s hard to replace 

that athleticism and speed, but 

there are a few that are up to 

the task,” Guilbault added.

 Brodhead-Juda hopes to 

see their bats lead the way 

through the early part of the 

2025 season, giving the de-

fense time to develop. Lead-

ing the way at the plate this 

year will be starting catcher, 

Gabe Bockhop. As a senior, 

Bockhop is coming off a First 

Team All-Conference, Rock 

Valley Position Player of the 

Year, and an All-Region Hon-

orable Mention season. Bock-

hop will be a four-year starter, 

and he enters the season with 

a career .353 batting average.

 Bockhop already has his 

future baseball plans locked 

down, as he will play at the 

University of Wisconsin-La 

Crosse, next year. This year, 

however, Bockhop looks to 

continue building his im-

pressive resume as a team 

captain. He was Brodhead’s 

first baseball player to win a 

Conference Player of the Year 

Award. This year, he hopes to 

improve on his already domi-

nant career batting average, as 

well as his career double and 

triple numbers.

 Fellow senior, Dave Maslo-

ske, returns to the outfield af-

ter earning an All-Conference 

Honorable Mention, last year. 

Masloske is a team captain, 

and he has a career batting av-

erage of .294. He will also be 

a four-year starter for Brod-

head-Juda.
 Senior pitcher-outfielder, 

Clayton Elliot, brings a .338 

average to the lineup. Five 

other seniors return to the 

lineup in pitcher-outfielder 

Brody Riese, first baseman 

Max Pinnow, infielder-pitch-

er Brooks Malkow, outfielder 

Tyrin Foster, and pitcher-out-

fielder Parker VanderPal. Ad-

ditionally, the Cards return 

junior pitcher-infielder Sam 

Searls and sophomore infield-

er Braylon Strehlow.

 Searls provides the Cardi-

nals with a strong arm on the 

mound. Last year, Searls led 

the team in wins and Earned 

Run Average with a 2.17. He 

was a Second Team All-Con-

ference pitcher last season, as 

well.
 Overall, Guilbault hopes 

to see the offense take a step 

forward, leading to continued 

success, this year. “Offen-

sively, I think you’ll see our 

young men take the next step. 

We have six of our nine hitters 

returning and our plate disci-

pline and approach has really 

been at the forefront of our 

plan. The amount of offseason 

work and time spent refining  

PHOTO SUBMITTED The Independent-Register

 GCCCN members, parents, and children pose with Sen. Marklein (center) on March 19.

GCCCN members, parents 
meet with Sen. Marklein
By Corrine Hendrickson

CONTRIBUTOR

 Green County Child Care 

Network members and parents 

from Brodhead, Monroe, New 

Glarus, and Monticello met 

with Sen. Marklein on Wednes-

day evening for an hour to dis-

cuss the current state of child 

care in our county and the state.

 Group and family child care 

owners reviewed their reve-

nue and expenses with him to 

explain the basic operational 

expenses associated with qual-

ity child care. Then the amount 

that was left allowed for wages 

and no benefits. Furthermore, 

they explained that we are at 

the top of what we can charge 

for tuition and still have enough 

wealthy families to enroll and 

remain open. That Wi Shares 

subsidy is not in compliance 

with federal requirements to 

continue receiving the money 

since its payments are too low 

and only nine percent of eligi-

ble families use it because of 

this.
 One member stated she is 

closing her family child care 

next year because her husband 

is retiring and they need health 

care, the other family child 

cares all said the only reason 

they can remain open is their 

spouses have health insurance 

and retirement. The programs 

talked about the current rev-

enue including the federally 

funded and state allocated that 

offsets tuition that increased 

average wages from $10.66 to 

the current $13.86 an hour. If 

the Joint Finance Committee 

doesn’t include the Governor’s 

budget request of $480 million 

the results will be a collapse of 

what is left of the child care sys-

tem. Programs will either close 

or increase tuition 20% or more 

a week per child. This will re-

sult in outpricing the market. 

Even if a fraction of the fami-

lies withdraw their children, we 

will then close, leaving even 

those who are wealthy enough 

without care and their employ-

ers without workers. A handout 

breaking down this impossible 

mathematical equation had a 

breakdown of average county 

two earner household income 

minus basic expenses like 

housing, food, transportation, 

and utilities. A family with both 

a one-year-old and a four-year-

old at a group center is “under-

water” $404 a month, and at a 

family child care they have $89 

left. This shows how untenable 

it is and why more and more 

families are choosing to forego 

children altogether, have one 

child, or spread them out so that 

they are not in full-time care at 

the same time.

Brodhead graduates 

participate in NCAA 
championships

 Two recent Brodhead High School graduates 

participated in the NCAA Division Three National 

Track and Field Indoor Championships in Rochester, 

N.Y. on March 14 to 15. 

 Madelynn McIntyre – from the BHS class of 2021 

and a senior at UW-Lacrosse – and Kalena Riemer 

– from the BHS class of 2024 and a freshman at 

Washington University in St. Louis – contributed to 

their teams’ success on the national stage. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED The Independent-Register

 The Brodhead School District conducted a ceremonial ground-breaking ceremony on March 14 in front of the 

high school.

School celebrates ground-breaking ceremony
 On Friday, March 14, the 

Brodhead School District 

conducted a ceremonial 

ground-breaking ceremony in 

the front of our high school. 

The weather was wonderful 

and we had a great crowd as 

we celebrated the start of our 

construction projects, which 

began on Monday, March 

24, the first day of our Spring 

Break.
 Taking part in this event 

included all members of our 

School Board, School District 

Administration, representa-

tives from Nexus Solutions 

and a group of our students 

from across the District. Also 

in attendance were Mayor 

Tom Simpson and Represen-

tative Jenna Jacobson from 

Assembly District 50.

 It is a very exciting time 

for the Brodhead School 

District, knowing these ad-

ditions and improvements to 

our schools will provide up-

dated facilities and more edu-

cational opportunities for our 

Brodhead students for years 

to come.
 As the start of the new 

school year approaches, we 

plan on hosting ribbon cut-

ting events for our safe and 

secure entries for all of the 

buildings in our District, the 

new 5th grade addition to our 

Middle School, and a 4 year-

old Kindergarten addition for 

Albrecht Elementary School, 

with completion planned for 

January of 2026.

 A huge thank you goes 

out to our community for 

the continued support of our 

schools. We look forward to 

updating our community on 

the progress of these proj-

ects.

By
DAVID 
NOVY 
Brodhead 

School District

Administrator

See MEET, Page 6

See BASEBALL, Page 6

See CHAMPIONSHIPS, Page 6
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Evansville man causes 
motor vehicle accident
 On Friday, March 21, at 
approximately 12:54 p.m., 
Green County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputies responded to 
the N2400 block of Brod-
head-Airport Road, Town of 
Spring Grove, for a report of 
a two-vehicle accident.
 Investigations found that a 
vehicle operated by Ashley 
J. Williams, 41, of Brodhead, 
was southbound on Brod-
head-Airport Road when a 
northbound vehicle operated 
by Timothy B. March, 53, of 
Evansville, attempted to pull 

into a driveway and collided 
with her.
 Williams and March both 
reported no injuries, both 
reported wearing their seat-
belts, and that there was no 
airbag deployment in either 
vehicle. William’s vehicle 
sustained moderate dam-
age and was towed from the 
scene. March’s vehicle sus-
tained moderate damage and 
was driven from the scene.
 March was cited for failure 
to yield the right of way while 
making a left hand turn.

 Spread Goodness Day 
2025 went down in the 
books as the day Evansville 
saw more yellow than any 
other day ever.
 Special thanks to the 
Evansville Police Depart-
ment for delivering sunflow-
ers and carnations to teach-
ers and staff at Evansville 
Community School District. 
Chief Reese and the upcom-
ing Chief Jones, accompa-
nied by Officer Jay, deliv-
ered cheese and sausage 
trays to the district office 
and schools along with big 
balloon bouquets. They also 
told Ms. Kim Katzenmeyer 
at EHS that it was all for her 
birthday.
 The seniors at the Kelly 
House also enjoyed receiv-
ing flowers and two fifth 

grade classes walked over 
to enjoy music by Mike and 
Jamie McCloskey. The stu-
dents had colored Spread 
Goodness Day bookmarks to 
hand out and the Evansville 
Police Department gave 
them candy.
 The Evansville School 
District Office delivered do-
nuts to the Evansville Man-
or. Nate Perry, District Ad-
ministrator, ordered a spe-
cial yellow shirt for the day.
 Ms. Mentle’s third grade 
class painted rocks and a 
“positive affirmations” sun.
 Large window walls were 
painted with bright colors 
and kindness quotes by The-
odore Robinson Intermedi-
ate School students.
 Evansville Manor staff 
and residents enjoyed wear-

ing yellow and playing Bin-
go. Greenwoods State Bank 
delivered yellow baskets to 
the Evansville Manor, EMS, 
Evansville Fire Department, 
and more.
 Local businesses offered 
free upgrades on coffee and 
discounts in store just on 
Friday. 
 Channel 15 News fea-
tured Spread Goodness Day 
in Evansville on the 5 and 
6 p.m. news. See it online 
at www.wmtv15news.com/
video/2025/03/14/evans-
ville-celebrates-spread-good-
ness-day.
 Thanks go to Jackie at 
Evansville Blooms for pro-
viding the beautiful flowers, 
as well as to John, Debbie,  

PHOTO SUBMITTED Evansville Examiner

 Stoughton Health holds a ribbon cutting at the expanded Oregon Clinic at 990 Janesville Street in Oregon.

Stoughton Health celebrates grand 
opening of expanded Oregon Clinic
 Stoughton Health is excited 
to announce the grand opening 
of its newly expanded Oregon 
Clinic, located at 990 Janesville 
Street in Oregon. 
 The clinic now offers a larger 
rehabilitation and sports medi-

cine gym, as well as extended 
urgent care hours to better serve 
the community. Patients can 
now visit urgent care Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 “We are thrilled to open our 
expanded Oregon Clinic to the 
community,” said Kelly Har-
rington, Emergency Services 
Associate Manager, “These en-
hancements allow us to better 
meet the needs of our patients 

by providing high-quality care 
in a more accessible and com-
fortable environment.”
 To learn more about Stough-
ton Health programs and ser-
vices go to www.stoughton-
health.com.

EVANSVILLE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND TOURISM FACEBOOK PHOTO Evansville Examiner

 The completed Circus Mural in downtown Evansville painted by Annie Larson.

 Join the Evansville 
community for a mural 
reception honoring artist 
Annie Larson of Evansville 
on the accomplishment of 
her completion of the Circus 
Mural, the mural located at the 
intersection of Madison Street 
and Main Street, which was 
finished in 2024.
 The reception event will be 
held on Thursday, April 3, at 
6:45 p.m. at Creekside Place at 
102 Maple Street in Evansville.
 The event will be hosted 
by the Evansville Tourism 
Commission and the Evansville 
Chamber of Commerce and 

Tourism. The 
mural was 
supported in 
part with a 
grant from 
the Evansville 
Fund.  Guest 
speaker 
Ruth Ann 
Montgomery 

will share the history of the 
circus in Evansville.
 The mural commemorates 
the traveling circus of Colonel 
George Washington “Popcorn” 
Hall. The circus was based out 
of Evansville from the 1860s to 
the turn of the 20th century.

Reception honors local mural artist Annie Larson

Annie Larson

Spread Goodness Day has city ‘seeing yellow’

PHOTOS COURTESY SARAH TACHON Evansville Examiner

 Top: The Evansville Police Department delivered 
cheese and sausage trays on March 14 to the district 
office and schools along with big balloon bouquets. 
Above: Evansville Blooms provided the beautiful flow-
ers for Spread Goodness Day.

See GOODNESS, Back Page 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley PublishingRiver Ridge FFA celebrates a year of success An annual awards banquet was held at River Ridge High School on March 19 to acknowledge all the work and success of the River Ridge FFA team. Pictured are Nick Cobine, Sawyer Fry, Ella Dttmar, Hayden Diehl, Wyatt Ritchie, Gracie Allen, 

and Katie Cobine as they are recognized as members of the 2025 “500 Club” hav-ing attended five or more Career Development Events this year. 

Warhawks split games to open 2025 baseball seasonBy Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Warren-Stockton War-
hawks opened up the 2025 
baseball season on March 17.  
That day, they also played 
their home opener as they 
played host to the Oregon 
Hawks.   The 2025 Warhawks 
are a baseball team loaded 
with upper classmen.  War-
ren-Stockton is coming off a 
season in which they finished 
14-8 overall.   They were a 

fairly young team, however, 
and their success didn’t in-
clude a deep postseason run.  

 This year, the Warhawks 
are back with an experienced 
roster of six seniors and five 
juniors.  Treyton Pafford, Ja-
cob Harbach, Braxten Kent, 
Ethan Steien, Will Stietz, and 
Brady Steitz are the six se-
niors.  Drue Guerrero, Blake 
Zink, Jordan Kohl, Noah Lar-
son, and Bryce VanRaalte are 
the juniors on this year’s Var-

sity squad. 
 It didn’t take long for the 

experienced Warhawks to 
get their bats going.  War-
ren-Stockton jumped into the 
score column in their very first 
at bats of 2025.  After four in-
nings of play, the Warhawks 
were already leading Oregon 
9-0.   Not only were the bats 
working, but Will Stietz was 
lights out on the mound.  Will 
pitched four innings, allowing 
zero runs and zero hits, while 

striking out five.  Will did al-
low five walks in his outing, 
however.  

 After removing their start-
ing pitcher, things got a little 
sketchy for the Warhawks.  
Will kept Oregon off the 
board, but they quickly put 
up six runs as soon as he was 
pulled from the mound.   The 
Warhawks had plenty of suc-

cess at the plate.  They com-
bined for nine hits in the sea-
son opener.  Pafford went two 
for two in the game.  Brady 
was a perfect three for three 
with three RBI.  Larson went 
two for four with one RBI of 
his own.  The Warhawks held 
on to win the game by a score 
of 10-6, starting the season 
1-0. 

 The Warhawks found 
themselves on the other side 
of things when they hit the 
road for their first away game 
of the season.  On Wednesday, 
March 19 Warren-Stockton 
traveled to take on a well-
known Pearl City squad.   
Things were looking good 

See baSeball, Page 8
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Lena-Winslow to present Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Lena-Winslow High 

School will present Roald 

Dahl’s Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory on Fri-

day, March 28 and Saturday, 

March 29 at 7 p.m. and Sun-

day, March 30 at 2 p.m. This 

year, Le-Win’s high school 

talent will join forces with 

junior high and elementary 

students to bring this new 

show to life. This musical 

production offers a fresh 

take on the original story, 

based on the original novel 

by Roald Dahl. 

 The world-famous Wil-

ly Wonka, played by Ju-

nior Josiah Randecker, will 

open the gates to his mys-

terious factory to a lucky 

few. Young Charlie Bucket, 

played by Senior Hannah 

Pecoraro, and four other 

golden ticket winners will 

embark on a life-changing 

journey through Wonka’s 

world of pure imagination 

including chocolate water-

falls, nutty squirrels and the 

great glass elevator, all to be 

revealed by Wonka’s army 

of curious Oompa-Loompas.

 “We have some seasoned 

talent as well as a great num-

ber of younger students who 

are debuting on the stage. 

Students as young as first 

grade make up the Oompa 

Loompas, and they bring 

such joy and energy to the 

cast,” said Schultz.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Don’t miss Lena-Winslow High School’s presentation of Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory on Friday, March 28 and Saturday, March 29 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, March 30 at 

2 p.m. “This show has been like a Golden Ticket inviting us to take the time to dream, 

believe, and embrace the extraordinary parts of our lives, which is exactly what our 

cast and crew have been hard at work doing throughout the production process of 

this show,” said Director Renee Schultz.

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC
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WINDOWS

Custom Built Vinyl Windows
1928 N. Old 92

Evansville, WI 53536
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Locally Made!
Where Quality Comes First!
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blackhawk.edu/universitytransfer

Learn more at:

Complete your associate degree 

at Blackhawk and then transfer 

your credits directly to one of  

our University Partners.

Start your
Bachelor’s degree  
at Blackhawk

Blackhawk Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, gender identity, disability, or age in its programs and activities. The following person has been designated to manage 

inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Title IX Coordinator/Equal Opportunity Officer, 6004 S County Road G, P.O. Box 5009, Janesville, WI 53547-5009, (608) 757-7796 or (608) 757-7773, WI Relay: 711
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